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ow he was $ybtil, yvile, and portr in Grain. 
not far from Toy the'Great*, in'a Town na- 


med Amonio. He was of all other men the 
moſt deformed, and evil ſhapen, for he hada * 
great Head, a large Viſage, long Jaws, ſharp 
Eyes, a ſhort Neck , Crook-backed , great 
Belly, great Legs, large Feet; and yer thar 
which was worſe, he was Dumb, and could 
not ſpeak : But notwithſtanding this, he had 

a ſingular Wir, and was very ingenious and 
ſubril in Cavillations, and-pleafanrin words, 
after he came ro his Speech. 


hereunto are added the Fables of 4oians 
And alſo the Fables of Alphonſo, wirh the 
Fables of Poge the Florentine , VE: _. 


it pleaſant ro ve 2 rCa. ir +: * 28 3, 
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The Life of "44 


FE . 08 P. 


ni Hl iftory malielh mention hiw Eſop excuſed bins- 
ſelf before his Lord for earingof Figs. 


Fy 


of f6r 'es mort! as his Lord: > whom Eſop 
A was bound, ſuppoſed that he was not profi. 
table, he ſent him to labour in the fields, 
y dro dig and delve inthe earth. And on a day as 
s Lord walked in the fhelds, one of the Labourers 
Kathercd figs, and preſented them unto him, ſaying, 
y Lord, take rheſe figs, as for the firſt- fruity of rhy 
1d. And the Lord received them joyfully,and deli, 
red them to his ſervant, Agapetus charging him 
d keep them until he returned from his hain. And 
-# hapned that Fſop coming from his labour, de- 
Wanded dinner, like as he was accuſtomed $ and 
Beapetus which kept the Figs eat of them, and ſad 
'$o one of his fellows, if 1did not doagbr and fear 
"Þy maſter, 1 would cart all rheſe figs. And his fel- 
Mow ſaid, if rhou wilt ler me ear wirh thee, I ſhall 
nd a crafr that we ſhall have neither blame nor 
.Darm therefore. How may that be, ſaid Az apetas? 
Fo «hom his fcllow (aid , when my Lord ſhall 
Eome home, we will (ay to him that Eſophath 
Wacen them, And becauſe he cannor ſpeak, he ſhall 
Kor excuſe himſelf, ard rherefore he ſhall he well 
Scaten : And hereupon they went and ear the figs 
Derween them both, ſaving, th's villain ſhall be 
Acll beaten, And when their Lord came home, he 
ommanded FY apetuy tO 01 ring him the figs : ard 
FAaperns (aid un :ohim; Sir, when Ep came from 
A -: | 
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2 The life of Elop. 


his labour from the field he fonnd rhe Cell:r c 
and went in without reaſon, and hath eat all i! 
fizs. And when the Lord heard this, he was mus 
angry, and ſaid, call ro me Eſopz to whom heſa 
thou counterfeit Churle, how is this hapned th} 
thou haſt nor been afraid ro car my figs 2 Where 
at E/op was afraid; and heed rhem that accults 
him : and rhe Lord commaniced to rake off h% 
clothes and Jer him be beaten; bur he kneel 
down :at i}:& L6:dsTeer, - and by figrs {orcaule yt 
could.onot peek 3 prayed Njz-Lora zo give him ſpach 
to excuſe him: and his Lord granted ir to him 
And a while after he took a veſlel full of hot watt 
which was on the fire, and poured the ſam 
into a balon and.erank thereof. And ant 
afrer he put his finger into his mouth , ant 
caſt up all that was in his ſtomach , which » 
onely water, for that day he had caſted nothi 
bur water: and he prayed that his accalers migt 
(emblably drink of the water as he had done; A 
ſo they did, and held their kand before rhe: 
mourhs becauſe they would not vomit, Bat þ 
cauſe the water was hor, and their ſtomachs reſo! 
ed by the water, they vomited up the water, a" 
the £5 rogether. And when the Lord ſaw ir, be 
ſaid ro them, why have ye lyed ro me againſt rh 
E/ſop who cannot ſpeak ? and then he commanded: 
to (ſpoil them , and bear them openly, ſaying? 
whoſoever doth or layeth wrong upon other, ſhall? 
be puniſhed with the ſame pain that is due there® 
fore, And theſe rhings ſeen and experimented 2 
Eſp returned again tro his labour. &nd as he la 
boured in the field, there came a Pricſt named T14du* 
which went toward the City, and had loſt his way 
and he ſeeing Eſop, prayed him that he would) 
ſhew him the right way rorhe Ciry, And Eſop re-? 
ceived him joyfully, and made him to fir down$ 
ndcr a 1g-rree, and ſer before him Bread, Herbs, 
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4 The life f Elop, 2 

ts: and Dates, and made ſigns to him to ear, and 

Www water out of a pir, and gave him to drink: and 

n he had well earen, he rook him by the hand, 

ſer him in the right way for to go to the City. 

r which things done, the Prieſt lift vp his hand 

eaven making his prayersto the gods for E/op, 
vhom he reccived ſo good refreſhing, 


oh by the Goddeſs of hoſpitality gave ſpeech of tongue 
« Fo Eſop ; and how he was ſold. 


Hen Eſp returned to his labour, and after 
when he had well layoured, for to eſchew the 
ar heat of rhe Sun (afrer this uſage) he went 
o the ſhadow for to reſt and ſleep under a tree, 
þd then the goddeſs of Hoſpitality appeared un- 
him, and gave him Sapienee and Ability, alſo 
gave him the gift of ſpeech, for to ſpeak di. 
s fables and inventions, as to him which was 
t devout to hoſpitality, And afrer when Eſep 
$ awaked he Hegan to fay to himſelf, I have nor 
ly flept and ſweetly reſted, bur alſo 1 have had 
air dream, and without any impeachment I 
ak, and all that 1 ſee call by their proper 
mes : as an Horſe, an Ox, a Charior, and ro all 
er things I can give toevery one his natne; for 
have reccived ſuddenly the grace of this knows 
Wipe. for the preat pity that I have had on them 
hich Iacked hoſpitality 3 for he that doth wel!, 
ght ro have good hope in God, that he ſhall 
th good reward therefora, -and therefore I ſhail 
br laHour leſs then 1 did before. And thus when 
oÞ began to labour, there came he thar had the 
arge of the field, and the overſight, and anon he 
gan to bear one of the lahourers grievoully , 
herear Eſop was g eatly diſpleaſed , and faid to 
Jim in this manner; why beareſt rhou him for 
ought, and every hour thou comeſt and beareſt 
A 4 Us 
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4 The life of Elop: 
vs without any cauſe, thou killeft us, and dw 
noughrt thy ſelf, Bur 1 ſhall rell ro my Lord all vZ 
matter hike as thou ſhalr well know of it. a# 
when the Procurator heard him called by his « 
name Zenar, he marvelied thar Eſcp ſpake, v2 
thought in himſe]f, 7 ſhall go before my Lord, 3 
the end that this fou! villain complain not of 23 
and that my Lord put nor me from my place. 4&3 
he rook his Mule, and rede untothe City, z® 
came to his Lord; and ſaid, my Lord, I hami2 
ſalure you, &xd the Lord looked on him, and (v3 
why comeſt thou ſo afraid and troubled , and 18 
nas ſaid unto him, that now inthe field is hap? 
a thing monſtrous, Whar is that, ſaid the Lore 
have the trees brought forth their fruit befor 
their rime, or have the beaſts brought forth the'® 
fruit againſt nature ? and Zenas anſwered him, Ni 
my Lord, bur the crooked churl, the counterfeite 
Eſ»p, beginneth ro (peak clearly: Truly, (aid 
Lord, this is indeed a thing that ro me ſeeme' 
monſtrous ; yea forſooth, ſaid Zenas : then faidt) 
Lord, we fee daily many men when they-be ang 
cannot ſpeak, but when they be in peace. ct 
well ſpeak, and proffer things, And when Zens? 
ſaid, my Lord , he can ſpeak above all other, an 
hath ſaid co me things contumelious, blaſphemou* 
and villanous of thee, and all thy goods. Wher: 
at his jLord was very angry, and ſaid, Go thou t 3 
the field, and what thou wilt do with him, &o | q 
ſell him, or give him, or loſe him, for 1 give hi; ® 
to thee. And then Zenas took his gift by writin, - 
and came again into the keld; and ſaid to Eſq @ 
now thou art mine, and in my power ; for my Lore * 
hath given thee to me, and hecauſe thou arti 
villain, and an evil chur!, I ſhall (ell rhee utterly? 
And then ic fortaned that a Merchant that ha® 
bought lervanrs, came into the field ro buy beaſts 
or to bear over his merchandiſe ro Epheſies, the! 


whick 
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The life of Eſop. : 


Z$hich met with Zenas, and ſaluted him, and de- 
ZManded of him if he had any beaſts to fell. And 
T :nas anſwered, thar for nothing he ſhould find no 
*Scaſts ro (el) ; but IT have a ſervant which is nor fair, 
22nd hc is of a good age, which if thou wilt thou 
alr buy, An: the Merchant (aid, he would firik 
e him. And then Z-nas called Eſop, and ſhewed * 
im to the Merchant, And when the Merchant 
w him ſo foul and deformed, he [aid in this man- 


\MHer ; From whence is this villain come, ard this 


Frumper of T7 agetenius ? this is a fair merchandize, 
Sor if he had not a voice, I ſhould take him for a 
zortle of wind: ye be well occupied ro bring me 


{Micher ro ſhew me this fair perſonage : I ſuppoſed 


hou woule'ft have ſold ro me a coinely ſervant, 


; MHoneft and pleaſant, And then the Merchant re- 


turned on his way, and E/:p followed him, ſaying 
in this manner. Abide a lirtic here : and the Mer- 
hant ſaid, hinder me nor, villain, for thou mayeſt 
have no proht of me; for if I bought thee, I ſhould 
be called rhe Merchant of fools, and of vain things. 
And then Fſop ſaid unto him, Wherefore art thou 
then come hither 2 and che Merchant anſwered 
him, to buy ſomething that is fair and comely 3 
but chou arc foul, deformed, loathſome, and coun- 


| 3 tertcited : wherefore I mean to have no whit at 


T all ro do with ſuch Merchandize. And then Ejop 
& ſaid, if rhou wiir buy me, thou ſhalt loſe noth.ng. 


: # And the Merchane demanded, wherein mayeſt thou 


& do me any profit? Then E/-p ſaid, be there rot in 
thy houſe lirtle children nor in the town, that cry 
S and run? buy me, and thou ſhalt do wiſely and 
& ſhalr be their Maſter, for they ſhall dread ard fear 
me like a faife viſage, Arid then the Merchant ſmi- 
ed ar the words of E/2p, and returned back to Ze- 
nar, acking im how he would ſell that fair Mer- 
chandize, Zenas ſaid unto him, give me thirty 
pound, or three half pence for him for I wor well 
As5 . 
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that no man will buy him amd then the er. 
chart paid for him as much as he was well conter;? 
with, and Eſop went with his maſter into his Cour. J 
rrey. And as heentred into the houſe he ſaw the ? 
Children lying in the lap of rheir mother 3 rhen ſaid 
Eſop to the Merchant Now ſhalt chou have expe. '} 
rience of thar I promiſed , for ſince theſe little * 
Chiidren have. ſeen me, they have been ſtill and 
afraid, And then the Merchant laughing, bade him g&-. 
to enter, and he ſeeing his fel 'ows tair and pleaſant, 8. 
ſaluted them, ſaying, I ſalute you my fair fel'ows, 2 
No when they ſaw Eſcp, they ſaid all, we ſhall 7 
have anon a fair perſonage 3 what will our maſter ,.. 
do ro buy ſuch a men, ſo foul and ſo deformed ? 3 . 
And their Lord anſwered ; becauſe that 1 hare? 
found no beaſts to help you, therefore I have ' 
bought this gallant, to help you to bear your#car 2 
riage, wherefore part amongſt you the fardles for Z 
ro bear, And Eſep ſaid to them, O my good fellows, 
ye ſee well that I am the leaſt and feebleſt, 1pray "1 
you therefore ro give me the lighteſt burthen : and 
his fellows faid ro him, becauſe thou mayeſt tear Z 
nothing : To whom Eſp ſaid, becauſe ye do all the 2 
labour, it 1s not meer that Tonly ſhould Le idle, ard 7 
urprofitable ro my Lord, q 


cc 
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Hiw Eſop demanded the lighter burthen, but to the ® 
ſeeming he took the heavieſt, which wag at laſt the © 
lighreft, and fo he begniled his fellows, 4 

Hen his fellows ſaid unto him thus, which 7 
wilt thou bear : and Eſop beholding a!l the Z 

burchens, fardles, packs, and panniers, took a pan” * 

nier full of bread, which two of the bearers were 

ready to have born, and ſaid, let me have this pan- 
nier to bear, Then they ſaid ke was the moſt focl : 

of rhem, becauſe he might have choſen the Lighteit, Þ 

and rook the heavieſt. But he rook the pannier Þ 

bread, and went before all his fellows : which 

| when 


The life of Elop. 7 
When his fellows heheld and ſaw, they all ſaid, that 
"heir maſter had nor loſt h's money, for he was 
Hong, and might bear yer a heavier burthen 3 and 
vs they mocked him, bur alwayes Eſp was at his 
Wdging before his fellows. And when they had 
Wrived ar their lodging, their maſter made rhem 
© reſt, and commanded Eſep to bring forth bread 
) eat, and hetook bread out of his pannier, thar 
Wis pannier was half empry ? and when they had 
Well catren, each of them rook his hurrhen, and 
ſop bore leſs than he did, and came ro his lodging 
fore his fellows, and ar ſupper he gave ſo much 
Srcad, that his pannier was all empty: and onthe 
MHcxt day he rook his pannier, and went ſo faſt before 
Mis fellows that they knew kim nor, ſo that one de- 
Wmanded, Who is he that pgoerh ſo far before us? 
nd another ſaid, it is the crook backed and 
*Tounrerfeired churle , which by his ſubtilty hath 
leceived vs that bear the burdens not conſumed by 
he way. bur he hath avoided his burthen, and is 
ore wily than we he, And whenthey came to 
pheſms, the Merchant led his merchandize to the 
arker, and alſo his three ſervants to fell, which 
ere named Germatus , Saltis, and Eſop: and a 
SMerchant ſaid ro him, if thou will ſell thy ſervants 
Fat a reaſonable price, there is a Philoſopher named 
EXanw, to whom much people go-to learn at a 
Place called Somnon ; lead thy ſervants thirher, and 
the Philoſopher wi!! buy them : and rhe merchant 
Zdid well array Germaticus and Saltis with new 
WFrobes and led them thither for to ſell : but becauſe 
SFE/0p was fo foul and loathſome, he was clad in 
Feanvas, ard was ſet between the other two which 
EF were fair, pleaſant, and we!! favoured men 3 bur all 
they that beheld Eſ:p were abaſhed becauſe of his 
deformity, ſaying, from whence cometh rhis fellow ? 
And becauſe they ſo wondred at him, he looked alk 
overthwartly on them boldly, | 


and the Merchant ſaid three M, Crowns - which 
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Of the ſecond ſale of Eſop, | 
N:1 when the marker day came, Yan us ti: 1 
Philoſopher departed out of his houte, ar; 
went to #nd fro throughout the marker, and | 
faw theſe two young men, and Eſop ſtanding 
rween them, whereat he marvelled greatly { 
what cauſe the Merchant had fo forted them; ari Þ 
ITS to one of them, he ſaid in this manne: 1 
Of what Country art thou ? and he anſwered, [a 
of Cappadoce, And Xantw demanded of him. ſay” 
irg, what canſt thou do? and he anſwered; I car 
do all things that thou wilt : which anſwer wher” 
E/ſop heard,he laughed, ſhewing his great teeth: ard 
all the ſcholars that were there with Xantus be * 
holding Eſop ſo ſore langhing , and ſhewing hi” 
great teeth, they thought they ſaw a monſter, and: 
pot a man, and faid to their fellows, this great 
whorſon hath very bigteeth : and ſome acked what 
they had ſeen, and they ſaid, that he fore laughed, 
and ſhewed them his teeth ; and ſome ſaid,he laugh- 7 
ed not, but thathe was a cold on his teeth : and one 2 
of them demanded wherefore he lavgbed, calling 
him gentle gallant : and he ſaid what haſt thou 1% 
do therewith, knave? go thy way : and thar ſchola? 
departed all abaſhed, following his Maſter. And 7 
then Xantus demanded the price of Saltis : and the 
Merchant ſaid that he ſhould pay for him a thou- Þ 
ſand pence : and Xantws cſteeming the price ovet- ? 
dear, returned to the ather fellow, and ſaid to him, * 
of whence art thou? and he ſaid of Lido; and Xan * 
tvs asked of him, what canſt thou do? and he laid, 7 
I can do all things that thoa wouldeſt ; and when 7 
Eſop heard theſe words, he laugheth morethan he 
did before; and when the ſcholars ſaw him laegh 
again, they (aid, this fellow laughed at all things. 
Theu Xantus demanded the price of Germatics, ® 
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The life of Efop: 

tus thought too dear,and went is way, Then the 

jo ars ſaid to their Maſter, theſe ſervants pleaſe 

not : yes, ſaid Xantas, they pleaſe me well, bur 

ordained in our City , that no ſervant ſhould be 

ghr ar ſo higha price, upon a great pain. And 

of the Scholars ſaid, ſeeing they that be fair can- 

be bought, bay him that 1s foul and deformed ; 

i Wly he ſhall do thee ſome ſervice, and the price 

ſhall be ſold for, we our ſelves will pay, And 

ntus ſaid to them, if Tſhould buy this Villain thar 

o foul and unclean, my Wife would not be well 

aſed , for ſhe is ſo curiovs, that ſhe may not ſut- 

her ſelf to he ſerved of ſuch a counterfeired icr- 

nt. And then the Scholar ſaid , Maſter, chou doſt 

 Wany things with which thy Wife (ball not gain- 

y or meddle, Then Xantws ſaid to them , let us 

n demand of him what he can do , leſt for de- 

Mulr of asking we ſhould loſe our money. Then 

ants turned him ro Eſep, and ſaid, God ſave 

e young man: and Eſop ſaid to him in this man- 

r, [pray thee grieve me not. Then Xantus faid 

Eſop, | ſalute you : So do I thee, ſaid Eſop. Well, 

ave theſe mocks, ſaid Xantws, and anſwer me that 

*Fhall demand ; and he asked, what art thou 2 and 

Ep anſwered, I am of fleſh and bone Then Xan- 

Is fait, I demand not that , but where waſt thou 

orn?and Eſop anſwered,in the womb of my mother? 

IX antus (aid, | ask not that of thee, but I ask in what 

2Þlzce thou wert born,E/ſop ſaid, my mother never told 

Dor aſlyred me, whether ſhe was delivered of me in 

me Chamber,or in the Hall, Then X antxs laid, 7 pray 

hee rell me what thou canſt do + Eſop ſaid nothing. 

antus (aid, what canſt thou do nothing? Efop 

id, no, Whereſore, ſaid Xantus 2 becaule, ſaid E- 

0p, my Fellows ſay rhey can do all things, and rhen 

hey will leave norhing for me-ro do, Then the 

Scholars were mnch abaſhed , and had great mar- 
el at him, ſaying, this Fellow anſwereth by Di" 
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ow Xantus browght Eſop home to hrs Wife. 


en when every man was departed , Eſop fol- 
lowed Xantus home to his houſe; and when 
me before his houſe , he ſaid ro Eſop , abide 
a while before rhe Gare, until I go in for to 
thee ro thy Lady and Miftreſs my Wife : Well 
ſaid Eſopz; and then Xantas centred into his 
, and (aid to his Wife, Dame, ye ſhall no more 
cauſe to be at debate with me, for ye have 
ed melong to get you a fair ſervant, wherefore 
[ have bought one that is ſo wiſe and ſo plea- 
that thou never ſaweſt one better; And when 
of the Ladies ſervants heard him ſay fo, think- 
that it had been truth, they began to ſtrive 
ther, and the one began to fay to the oz 
, my Lord hath bought for me a fair Husband ; 
rhe ocher ſaid, this night haye I dreamed that 
s marricd ; and thus his ſervants ralked, Bat his 
ſaid, my Lord, where is the fair Fellow that 
raiſe fo much ? I pray you ler me ſee him : and 
tus laid, he is before the Gate, and his Wife ſaid, 
ay you bring him in : and as the other two wo- 
had debate for him , one of chem thought in 
ſelf, I ſhall ſee him firſt ; and if T may, he ſhall 
my Husband ; and ſo ſhe iflucd our of the houſe, 
laid, where is this fair young man that | deſire 
e? And Eſop ſaid ro her, what demandeſt rhou ? 
n he ; and whea ſhe ſaw Eſop, ſhe was abaſhed, 
{aid unto him, art thou the fair Peacock ? where 
hy tail ? and Eſop ſaid ro her again, it thou have 
d of a tail, thou ſhalt not fail of one. And then 
he would haye gone in, the ſervant ſaid unto 
h, come nor here ; for all that ſhall ſee thee will 
away: and after ſhe went in, and told her Fel- 
what he was ; and when ſhe came our, and ſaw 
m ſo deformed, ſhe ſaid, beware thou Knavre, _ 
nc 
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touch me not. And when Eſfop entred into 4 
houſe , anon he was preſented ro the Lady; x 
when the Lady ſaw him, ſhe turned ro Xantus, v 
ſaid, inſtead of a ſervant thou haſt bought a n& 
ſter throw him out; and X antus ſaid to her, 
Wife, thou oughreſt ro he glad and jayfal, becaui? 
have brought to thee ſo fair and good a lerru? 
and ſhe ſaid to Xantusy , now know I well that th 
loveſt me not, for thou defireſt ro have anon? 
Wife , and becauſe rhou durft not tell it me , ty 
haſt brought me chis foul great Knave, to the intt 
that | go from thee; I will no longer abide, 
thou knoweſt well that [ may nor ſuffer him, 7 
therefore deliver me my dowry , and [ ſhall go 77 
way. And then Xantws ſaid ro Eſop, when we ve? 
on the way thou ſpakeſt largely , and now i 
ſayeſt nothing; and Eſop ſaid to han , becauſe 
Wife is ſo malicious, put her in priſon : X antus (il 
hold thy peace, elſe rhou ſhalt be bearen 3 (eeſt ri! 
not that I loye her more than my ſelf? then 
Eſop, I pray thee that chou love her well; and 
ſaid, wherefore not ? then Eſop (more his foot} 
the pavement, and cryed our with a loud voir 
ſaying, Hark! this F hiloſopher Xantus 15 Ot 
come of a Woman; and then Eſp turned him ! 
his Lady, and ſaid ro her . Madam, I pray you 
not my words at the wort, thou wouldſt have' 
ſervant that were young, we!l formed, well arrait * 
ſtrong, and rich , to ſerve thee at thy dinner , 2%? 
bear thee to thy hed, that can rub and claw thy et? 
and nor ſuch a foul man, and ſo deformed a (erv! 
ﬆ$ I am, fqr.if thou ha&'ft ſuch an one, thov would": 
ſer nought by thy HusHand ; and cherefore Erupu 
rhe Philoſopher had his mouth of God which ner 
lyed, He ſaid, that there were ny perils and co 
ments on the Sea, and other prear R vers; and als 
poverty 15 an hard thing, ar! 4i:1cult to be born 
Y = allo there be many vites 2rear dangers and 


| trouble 
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pbles infinite ; but there is no worſe danger nor 
| than a falſe Woman, And theretore, Madam, 
ay you that you rake no more a fair ſervant, nor 
ſant to ſerve thee , leſt thereby thou diſhonour 
Lord and Husband : then ſhe (aid to Eſop, avoid 
ce thou Villain , thou arr not only deformed of 
body, but alſo of thy words, but ſhajl go my 
. Then faid Xantus ro Eſop, thou ſeeſt how thou 
angred my Wife, ſee thou pleaſe her 3 and Eſop 
I, it is no ſmall thing 10 pleaſe the ire of a Wo- 
n, but a great thing, Xantus ſaid to Eſop, ſpeak 
more, for I have bought thee to make peace, and 
t ro make debate and ſtrife, 


How X antus brought Eſop inte a Garden, 


Antus bad Eſop to take a Pannier, and follow 
him into the Garden, And Xants ſaid tothe 
rdener give us of thy herbs, and the Gardener cut 


the herbs in divers places, and delivered them to 

'Y and he took them, and Xantas paid for them : 
when be was departing , the'Gardener faid ro 

m, Maſter , l pray thee thar thou witt reſolve me 
equeſtion ; well, ſaid Xantus,ask what thou wiltz 

nd the Gardener demanded of him, ſaying, Maſter, 
hatis the cauſe that the herbs that be not labour- 

d, grow faſter and ſooner than they that be cus 
Wiouſly laboured ? this queſtion anſwered Xantngs, 

/ Mar they came by ſome Providence by which rhe 
, ZFhings were brought forth, When Efap heard this 
Smniſwer, he began to laugh; and Yantus ſaid ro 
um , thou Villain, laugheſt thou me to ſcorn? and 

'ſop fa'd, I mock thee nor, bur him thaf hath learn- 

d thee thy Philoſophy 3 whare folucion haſt rhou 
made 2 what is thar that cometh of Livine Provi- 
dence? a Child of the Kirchin will! make as good an 
anſwer, Xantus then (iid 10 Eſop . make thou then, 

a herrer ſolution ; Þ] a id unto 1m, if thou com 
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| ; | How Eſop did bear the Preſent, 
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mand me TI ſhall gladly : Xantus ſaid anto him, 

ap pertainerh not to him that judgerh things 
diffeuiry, ro jadpe rude things and ruſtical ; by 
have a ſervant here which ſhall inform and yg 
the ſolution cf thy Queſtion if thou wilt reque 
him; and the Gardener replyed, can this Vil 
palliard that is ſo grea:ly deformed , aniwer toty 
queſtion? then the Gardener ſaid ro Eſp , haſtths 
knowledge of ſuch things ? an Eſp ſaid, yea wy 
more than all the men inthe world ; for rhou r: 
quireſt wherefore the herbs that be not labour 
grow ſooner than they that be ſown and labourez 
E/opreplyed, take heed ro my anſwer ; for asa\ 

man that hath been a Widow, and hath had Chi 
dren by her firſt HusHand that is dead, and after; 
| married to another man which hath had Childre 
* Of another Wife before ; unto the Children of he 
Z firſt Husband ſhe is a Mother, and unto the othe 
Children, is but a Step-mother. Thus there is 
difference between her own Children, and th 
other womans , for her Children ſhe hath nouriſhe 
peaceably , and the other in anger and wrath : | 
this manner it is of the earth ; ſhe is mother of the 
herbs that grow without labour, and is but ſtep. mc 
ther to the herbs that grow by labour and force, 
& Sid the Gardener then, thou haſt eaſed me of much 
s fiudy; therefore Ipray thee take of the herbs that 
ve in my Garden atall times, and when you liſt. 


— - 
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N atime, when the Scholars had been in the 8 

Auditory with Xantus, one of the Scholars 

dreſt precious meats for the Supper of Xantuy, and 

others ; and wher! they were at Supper, Xantus rook 

pf the beſt meats, and pur them in a platter , _ 
FY 


T'e lie of Elop. ts 
o E/op , go bear this to her that loves me beſt 3 
Efop thought in himfelf, now it 1s time to a- 
e me beſt on my Miſtreſs, And when he came 
into the Hall, he ſaid to his Miſtreſs, Madam, 
re that yecat nor of this meat ; and his Lady 
» Iwot well always that thou art a preat Fool z 
ſaid to her, Xantus hath nor commanded me 
ve it to thee, but to her that loved him beſt, 
en Eſop preſented the platter to a little Hound 
h was always in the Houſe, ſaying to her, my 
hath ſent thee this precious meat 3 rhen the 
e of Xantus went into her Chamber , and be» 
to weep And Eſp returned to Xantus, and 
aSked him , how his Love fared : he ſaid, righe 
I; and all the meat thatI have ſer before her 
hath eaten it, And NXNantus ſaid , what ſaid 
? and he ſaid, my Lord, ſhe ſauh nothing, 
the deſireth to ſee thee. When they had we 
en and drunk , one asked when mortal men ſhall 
e moſt to do? Eſep ſaid, thar ſhall be ar the 
y of Judgment, The Scholars hearing this, ſaid, 
Villain is full of Anſwers: and one faid, 
Ny gocth the ſheep ro his death following his 
ſter, and ſaying nothing ; and when the Swine is 
bughr to be ſlain, he doth cry and bray? and 
op anſwered and faid, becauſe it is accuſtomed 
milk and (ear ſheep , and he- thinketh that he 
il be forthwith either milked or ſhorn, and 
eretore feareth nor at all; bur becauſe the Swine 
not accuſtomed ro be milked or ſhorn , bur to be 
t blood, and loſe his life , therefore he dreadeth 
hen he is raken ; and all the Scholars faid it is 
uth, Loe this man is wiſe, and hath ſaid well, 
nen each man araſe, and went his way 
And when Xantus was returned home to his 
zouſe, he entred into his Chamber , and found his 
Vife ſore weeping; and he ſaid unto her, my ſweet 


ove, how is it with you ? and kifled her 3 and ſhe 
rurn 
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turned her back to him, and ſaid, let me 2 a 
have not todo with thee; I will go from thee, 
thou Joveſt hetter thy Hound thin me,;tow 
thou haſt (ent- thy precious meat: and becauk 
knew nothing thereof, he demanded , whits , 
hath Eſop bronght to thee ? and ſhe ſaid » Not 
all. Xantus ſaid, 1 am not drunk, I ſent to thee 1% 
E/1p a platter full of prectous meat z and ſhe (i 
notto me, but to thy Hound Then he called # * 
and demanded of him, to whom haſt thoy given: 
meat I delivered to thee? and heſaid , to her # 
loverh thee heſt, like as thou commandeft me, 4 
Xan'us laid to his Wife, underſtandeſt thou not ub 
he lajth 2 [ underſtand him well, faid ſhe, by 
gave tome nothing, but gave it to thy Hound, Tis 
Xant ns turned to Fſop , and ſaid to him, thou gr 
Villain, to whom haſt thou born the meat I d: 
vered to thee ? Eſop anſwered , to her that lon 
thee beſt : and Xantus demanded, who was þ 
and Eſop called the lIttle Hound, and (aid,this is 
for the love of thy Wife is right nought; for if ſhe! 
angry, incontinent ſhe reproveth thee, and ſpeakt? 
Y1olently unto thee that loveſt her ; and will 0.4 
Wil g0 from thee, and leave thy houſe: and * 
this Hound go from thee , Call her again, and} 
cometh anon, making thee chear; and thereſs 
thou oughteſt ro ſay,to thy Wife,and not to her th 
loved thee beſt, Then Yantus id ro his Wit? 
thou ſeeſt this Fellow is a Railer, and an mvenrer; 
WOres, and therefore have parience, for I ſhall 1} 
cauſe to avenge thee, and beat him. And ſke (:i 
dd what thou wil, for | ſhall never have more" 
co with him, and after thar thy Hound, for I ſhi”? 
£0 MY way :; and withour ſaying farewel, ſhe wes 
home to her Friends, And Xantus was angry at: 2 
forrowful for her departing 3 and Eſop ſaid to hin 
now ſceſt thou we!] that rhy Wife that is gone !%3 
Yeth thee nor, but this little Hound abideth by thet 


Xanu 
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ts all heavy for his Wives departing , prayed 
return , but it availed not, for the more a 
nis prayed, the more ſhe is obſlinate, and 
o the contrary, 


nee oy Elop made his Lady to come home again. 


d becauſe Xantus was angry for the departs 
ing of his Wife , Eſop ſaid to him, Maſter, he 
ngry , for without praying I ſhall make her 
, and come home again unbidden ; fo that ſhe 
be more lovely, meek, and obedient ro your 
mandments thanever ſhe was before. And then 
went to the Marker, and bought Capons, and 
y other Pullen; and as he bare them, paſling 
e houſe where his Miſtreſs was, it hapned that 
of the ſervants of rhe houſe came out; and 
demanded of him , have ye ſene nothing to the 
dding of my Lord? to what Wedding, ſaid the 
ant? unto the Wedding of Xantus, ſaid Ep, 
to morrow he ſhall wed a Wife, And anon the 
ant went into the houſe, and ſaid ro Xantus 
e, Madam, there be new tidings, What be they, 
| ſhe ? X autus ſhall have a Wife and be married : 
| forthwith incontinent ſhe departed , and came 
pe to the houſe of Xanuys, crying, now know [ 
truth, and wherefore thou madeſt this great 
lain ro anger me, becauſe thou wouldeſt rake a- 
ler Wife , bur | ſhall keep thee well therefore, 
at long as I live ſhall never woman come here, 
entxs be thou ſure. Then was Xantys joyful for 
have again his Wife, aad gaye Eſop great thanks. 


Hew 
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How Xantus ſent Eſop to the Market, to buy the 
Meat he could get, and how he bought nothing 
Tongues, 

Nd a little while afrer , Xantus had his Sc} 
lars to dinner wita him ; and ſaid unto 
go 8non to the Market, and buy us of the beſt mex 

thou canſt find. And Eſop went to the Market , a: 

thought in himſelf, now ſhall I ſhew that Tam : 

Feol, bur wiſe ; and when Eſop came to the Marke 

he bought the Tongues of Swine and Oxen, 

dreſt them with Vinegar. and ſer them on the Tab 
and the Scholars ſaid ro Xantuy, thy Dinner is fi 

of Philoſophy, And Xantus ſaid to Eſ9p , bring u 

&F our mcat z and Eſop brought them more Tonguz 

= arraid in another manner, that is to wit, with G 

lick and Onions. Then ſaid the Scholars , thet 

. Tongues be well dreſt , for one differeth from an: 

£ ther ; and Xantus bade Eſop bring other meat ; a 

Eſop brought yer forth Tongues : then were t 
= Scholars angry, and (aid, wilt thou always give! 

3 Tongues? And Xantus all angry in his courage 

| ſaid to Eſop, what other meat haſt thou ordaines 
'' forus? and FEſopfaid, none other. Then Xantyy 
ſaid to Eſop, thou great-headed villain, ſaid I not! 
thee, that thou ſhouldeft buy of the beſt meat thi 
; thou conldſi find? (of have ſaid Eſop, and thanke 
iq! be God that here is a Philoſopher , tor I would fas 
” know of the Philoſopher, what is berter thane 

*:. Tongue: for certainly all Art, all Dofrine, and 

*; Philoſophy, be notifed by the Tongue , withos 

»* which there could be no joy or company among 

— men; forby ic the Laws are declared, by it tt 

© goodreceire praiſe, the evil rebukes, the forrow!ll 

[ comfort, the fooliſhinftru&ion, the wiſe men knon? 

ledge ; and finally the greateſt part of the life d 

mortal men Ss in the Tongue 3 and rherefore the : 

is - apron Lo wag than the Tongue , nor any thing 
ore profitable unto men, Then ſaid the Schola 
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2 doeſt wrong to be angry , for Eſep faith righr 
And after all theſe words, they role from the 
e: and on the morrow after, Xantus excuſing 
elf in their courſe fare , defired rhem ro come 
pper, ard they ſhould have other fare; and 
tas ſaid to Eſp intlic preſence of them that were 
e, Goro the Marker, and buy the worft meat 
canſt ind , for all my Friends ſhall ſup here 
me, So Eſ-p without troubling of himſelf, went 
the Butchery and bought again Tongues , and 
them as he did before; and when they camt ro 
per, he ſerved them with Tongues as he did be- 
Ard the Scholars ſaid, be we come again tro 
Tongues ? And becauſe rhe Scholars were not 
| pleaſed, Xantufſaid ro'Eſop, thou art a great- 
ed viilain; ſaid I not to theey thou ſhouiſt 
the worſt meat that thou couldeſt find ? ſo have 
c ne, ſaid Ejop 3 for what is worſe or more veno- 
's than an evil Tongue? by the Tongue men pee 
, by the Tongue they fall into poverty , by the 
fue Cirics are deftroyed, by the Tongue cometh 
h harm, Then ſaid one of them that ſare at the 
le , Xantus, if thou ſerthy mind upon this Fool], 
1.| bring thee out of thy wit, for he ſheweth 
| by his faſhions, that he is knaviſh ; and like as 
s deſormed in his body, ſo is he in his conditions. 
d E/-p ſaid to him thou art a Make-bate, for thou 
eſt ſtrife berwixr the Maſter and the Servant, 
| ween: f{ thou to be more curious than others £ 
I Xartus for ro find cauſe to beat Eſep, ſaid, Ah 
at headed villain, becauſe thou callef the Philo» 
phcr curious, go get mea man that careth for no- 
"p; thatisro ſay, one that is nothing curious, 
diligent. 
w =} went cut , and found one that cared for 
nothing, 
Sop deparred and went c ut of the place, behold- 
mg here aud there, if he could figd we 
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that was not curious , and that cared for nothin 
he went abread , and eſpied a great Villain fit 
on a block, wagging his legs, and whiſtling yt 
his mouth ; ro whom Eſop ſaid , my Lord 
reth thee to come and dine with him ; which art 
roſe without ſaying a word, and entred intot 
houſe with Eſop, and not ſaying God ſpeed 
ſate down art the Table : and Xantus laid to Eg 
what man is this ? Eſop (aid, a man that car-thi 
nothing. Then Yantus ſaid unto his Wife (ecret 
ro the intent we may avenpe us on Eſop, and by 
him well, fair Love do that | bid you. Then hels 
alond, Dame, pur water in a Baſon, aad waſh: 
Pilgrims feer, for he thought the Viliain would 
have (uftered it, but have refuſed ir for ſhany 
ard rhen ſhould he have had cauſe to have bear 
Eſop : then the Lady rook warer and pur it in at 
ſon, and hegan to waſh the Villains feer 3 and he 
beit that ſhe was his Lady , yet this Villain chouf 
this Lord would do him ſome worſhip, and ſuffer 
her to waſh his feet wichour ſaying any word: 
Xantus ſaid to his Wife, Dame, give him drink; u 
the Villain ſaid to himſelf, it is well worthy tha} 
drink firſt; and took rhe Cup and drank as mt 
as he might, And Xantxs took the Platrer with ® 
FiſÞ, and ſer before him; and the Villain ſtrait 
no courreſie, but eat every bit; and Xantxs (aid ut 
the Cook, this Fiſh is not well dreſt, Then Xa 
commanded the Cook to be bearen ; and che Villi 
laid ro himſelf, this Fiſh is well dreſt, and the Co 
1s beaten without cauſe, but I care nor ſo tha? 
may fill my belly , and I ſhall always eat and © 
nothing, Xantas ſaid unto the Cook, bring in a TE 
and preſently is a Tart brouzht ; the Villain brake! 
in pieces, and withont any words he began to © 
thereof : and Xantus beholding him how he ea 
called the Cook, and ſaid , this Tart is not well! 
xed, and hath no ſayour, And ghe Cook (aid » i! 
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ir, it is well dreſt, an4 if it he none of mine, 
ame is notin me hut in thy wife. Xantus ſaid 
ard if my wife hath made ir, I ſhall burn her 
and hade his wife ſhe ſhould not anſwer, be- 
he would find cauſe ro beat Eſop:and then (aid 
5 to one of his ſervants, go ferch ſome wood 
ſhes ro burn my wite ; and this ſaid he ro (ee 
villain would riſe to fave her from burning 3 
e villain ſaid to himſelf, this man wil! burn 
ife withour cauſe, Then ſaid he unto Xantus, 
thou wilt burn thy wife, abide a lirtle while, 
ſhall go ferch my Wife in the field, ar:d burn 
both rogether: Xantus having heard rheſe 
s he marvelled much, and ſaid, verily rhis 
careth for nothing 3 and rhen he ſaid ro Eſop, 
haſt vanquiſhed me, bur now let ir {ufhce rhee, 
henceforth if thou wilrtſerve me truly, ron 
looner return into thy liberty. Then Efop ſaid 
him, I ſhall ſerve thee fo row as thou were 
rberter ſerved, Now three daies after Xantus 
o Eſ0p,go and ſee if there be much people in the 
, for 1i there be none, [| will go there and bathe 
and as £ſop went by the way, he met with the 
e of rhe Ciry ; and becauſe he knew him he ſaid 
op, whether goeſt thou great-head ? Eſop ſaid 
him, 1 know not; becauſe he rhought he 
ked him, the Judge commanded him to priſen - 
as he was led, he (aid ro the Judge, loe I ſaid to 
well ; that I knew not whether 1 went, for | 
doſed thou wouldſt not have pur me in priinp. 
the Judge began to ſmile, and (aid ro them that 
him, let himgo. Andas Eſop went to rhe bain 
law a great company of men, which were there 
ding , and there lay a ſtone at the entry door » 
which they ſtumbled and hure their feer; and 
re was one that entred in and ſtumbled rhereon, 
he took ic away, becauſe that there ſhould no 
re be hure therear, After Eſop returned home tay 
B 
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, 800d wine hath three vertues; the firſt is volup! 
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his maſter Xantus, ard ſaid chat there was !r 
man in the bain ; Xantus ther ſaid ro Eſq, 
ſuch things as be needful for us ard ler vs po 
ther; and when they were come to rhe hain, 
ſaw a great company. and faid ro Eſ»p, now 
thou worthy to be beaten. for thou ſaydſt 1 
rhere was but ore man, and there be more t 
art: hundred : and Eſop ſaid ro him, there is hut: 
man, and if thou wilt hear me, thou ſha!r ſay 
1 fay rruth : for that ſtone which thou ſeeſt a8 
entry of the hath, all chat paſſed by ſtumble? 
and none was fo wiſe to take it- away but thi:Z 
man 3 and therefore | ſay thar there was no mans 
he, for al! the other are bur children and iprorg 
And X-ntas ſaid to him, thou haſt well excuſed: 
ſelf, and X.entus found no cauſe ro beat Eſop. 
Of the anſwer that Elop mad® to his Maſter, 
Frer tha: TXantus had waſhed him, he nt 
homeward, and as he went he purged his 

ly and eaſed him by the way, and Eſop was befil 
with a pail full of water. And Yantvs f:id to 17 
wherefore is it, that when a man hath eazedh® 
and purged his belly, he looketh upon the crd3 
thereof? And Eſvp anſwered him and ſaid, the? 
was in times pait a Phyloſopher that oft purged 8 
belly, and for fear he ſhould Joſe his Sciera? 
ever looked and beheld if hevoided it with 
fiith or ordure, when he had purged his *? 
Ir, and (© ever after men looked, when they par? 
thcir bellies, waar they voided 3 but thou oug 
cfk nor ror doubt thereof, for thou haſtno wit? 
Science to loſe; for ta a fenliſh demand belongs, 
a fooliſh anſwer. And on the morrow nexe follos 
INBs 25 Xanius was ſer at the table with all is 
friends, holdirp a cup with wine in his hand, 
hand ſhook for tear of the queſtious that men as” 
ed him. And E'op (aid, Maſter, Dionyſaus (aith, 11s 


ouſne 
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{s, the {ſecond is gladneſs, and the third is that 


etl men focls and out of their wits; where- - : 


pray thee ler us drink and make good cheer : 
cauſe that Xantus was then almoſt drunk” 
he had well drank _) he ſaid to Eſop, ho'd thy 
, for thou art a counſeller of Hell; I half” 
me on thy lelf, , 
Xantus promiſed to drinÞ all the water in 
a, 


Nd then one of the ſcholars ſeeing that X} 4- 
tus had drank enough. and was charzed w h 
much w'ne, ſaid unto him, my maſter, [as} f 
if a man may drink the Sea? whereforen +, 
YXantus ? I my (elf ſhall drink it well. Thenk # 
ſcholar 2gain, and if thou drink ir n>t, vv 1t 
thou lole? and Xantus ſaid, my houle , | was 


rent ſaid the ſcholar, and againſt thee "will 
an hundred crowns on the bargain ; and chis 
e, eazh of them gave their pledges, their ſigner 
poid, and then went home : and on the morrow 
nt roſe out of his bed, and ſaw thar he had loft 
ring off kis finger, he ſaid to Eſp, knowelt rhou 
where my ring is: I know nar (aid Eſop ;, but 
Il I know for certain that this day we ſhall be pu? 
t of our houſe : and why, ſaid X.un:tns? Eſ5p aid to 
, remembhreſt thuu not the hargzin that rhog 
adeſt yeſterday ar even? whathargain, ſaid Xan- 
s? Eſp (aid, thar chou art beund ro drink ali the 
a, and for gage haſt lefe thy ringof gold; and 
hen Xan as heard theſe words he was ſore abaſhed, 
d ſaid, in what manner ſhall 1 drink all rhe ſea? 
is may not be, for it is impoflible : wherefore Eſop 
pray thee tell me it it pleaſe thee how] may v+« - 
viſh or break this bargain. And Eſop ſaid, thou 
ar loſe, bur perhaps I ſhall make rhat thou ſhalg 
ell break the bargain a d the wanner orit( 
B 2 | 
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Eſop) is this, thit when thy adverſary ſhall requs 
thee to perform thy promiſe, thou ſhalt commag 
ſervants that they bring a table and all ſuch oth 
things as are neceſlary ro be upon tne rivage of ! 
ſea, and make the butlers and (ervarrs there i# 
a bide wich thee; and before all the company t's 
ſi:alr make a cup to be waſhed and filled fuil of wt 
warer of the ſea, and ſhalr rake ir in thy hand, «: 
pray that the bargain may be declared before 12 
the fellowſhip, and (ay, thou wilt aſſure rhe prom 
as well before drink as after, and thus thou ſhuw 
lay ro all the fellowſhip, my Lords of Samre, 
know how yeſterday ar even I made promiſes 
drink up a!l rhe water in the Sea; bur all ve kn 
well how many great flouds and rivers come ay 
fall into the ſea : rherefore I demand ( and as ra: 
ſon is) that mine adverſary keep and hold the river 
| that they enter not into the ſea, and then ſhall 


drink all the warers in the ſea; and ſo the bargat/% 
ſhall! He broken and undone, 


Hiiw Xantus excuſed him from his promiſe by the cun% 
ſelof Elop. 

Antus then knowing that the counſel of Ey 

was good, he was full glad His adverian? 

came before Zenaz,one of the Judges of the City? 
cell and ſhew the bargain, and prayed the Judge the 
X antus ſhould do that which he had promiſed to dr? 
An1 Xantus commanded all his ſervants that the! 
ſhould bear his bed, and his table, and all othe'3 
things that were neceflary for him upon the rivaz? 
of the ſea, and then before all rhe company it? 
cauſed a cup to be waſhed, and filled ir fail of tit Þ 
Water of the Sea, which he rook in his hand ant'Þ 
ſaid ro his adverſary, declare we now our bargail : 
and Xantzs turned him.toward the fellowſhip, a? 
» laid my Lords of Samie, ye know well how mar! 7 
WYouds and riyers enter into the (ca, and if my adve*y 


j/ 
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will hold chem ſtill ſo thar rhey enter no more 
the ſea,then will Idrink all the water that is in 
ea. And all they that were there began to ſay, 

ts Gaith well: and rhe adverſary fard to Xan- 
my maſter thou haſt vanquiſhed me 3; wheretore 
ay thee tha! our barg ain may be broken : Xanz 
ſaid 1am content : and when Xantus was rurn- 
ome to hishouſe, E/-pdid pray ro him ſaying 
; my maſter, becauſe I have holpen thee at thy 
ds ler me now goatmy liberty, 


Hiw Xantus found cauſe to beat Elop, 


FT An'us then curſed him, ſaying, great head, 
\ yer ſhalt thou not eſcape freenor go from 
: go thov, ſee and behold before the gare if thou 
ſt eſpic rwo Crows together, and then come 
in and tell me, for the fight of two Crows one 
h the other is good fortune, burthe ſight of one 
pre is evil forture., And as Eſp went out of the 
ſe. he ſaw two Crows upon a tree, wher- 
e he (ſoon returned again ard told his ma- 
r. Burt as Xantus went out of the houſe rhe ore 
them flew away; then ſaid he, ah gpreat« 
d, where be the two Crows that thou ſaweſt ? 
pd F/-p ſaid, as I weneco call thee the one flew 
ay: and Xantus aid, al thou crook hacker 
ave, it is ever thy Manner thus ro mock me 3 bur 
du ſhale nor rhus eſcape ſcorfreez wherefo © '1* 
mandetd him ro undo his clothes rhar he n 
bearen; and :$ the men were heating him, > 
was called rodinner, and then Eſcp laid, alas 
w much miſerable am 1? for I have icen two 
ows and yet am [hearen, ard Xantus which flaw 
© one, is called ro dainty fare; furely theres 
dne to whom th- Hhirds be {5 contfary a5 rome » 
nd when Xantus heard him, he much marvelleh'2 
the ſubtilty of his wit, and commanded toy 
, B 2 
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beating him, And withina while after , Yay 
{aid to Eſop go thou ard dreſs us fome meat to! 
dinner, for all theſe Lords ſhall 'dine with me: 

Eſop wer.t ro the marker, and bought 3!! thu 
could buy . and when it was ready , he brout 
into the hall , where he found his Miſtrels lyirg 
the bed fleeping : wherefore he awaked her, 

ſaid , Madam, he pleaſed ro take heed of rhisr 

that rhe dogs and cats ezt irnor, for muſtg 
ro the kitchin again : and ſhe ſaid tohim, go wh 
thou wilt; for my buttocks have eyes And wi 
Fſop had made ready all the other meats, 

brought them intothe hall, and found his mix 
faſt aſleep with her buttocks to wards the rable, 

becauſe ſhe ſaid that her buttocks had eyes, | 
rook up her clothes, ſo as every man might ler 
rayie : and thus he leſt her ſleeping. 


How Xantus found bis Wife all diſcovered. 


Nd when X ants and his Scholars came tod 
ner, they perceived his wife as ſhe was flee 

ing, her buttocks all hare and naked. Withgrt 

ſhame Xantus rurred his face to Eſop, ſaying, kn 
whart is this ? and Eſop ſaid, my Lord, as 1 did} 
the meat upon the table, I prayed my Lady the 
ſhe wovld keep ir from the dogs, and ſhe anſweret 
thar her buttocks had eyes ;, ard becauſe I four 
her ſleeping, 1 diſcovered her buttocks, to the#t 
rent thar her buttocks might che betrer ſce an? 
look abour. Then Xanus replyed unto him, £ 
thou ſhrewd ard crook backed villain, ofr haft tho 
ſerved me fuch knavih tricks : whar worſe cir 
canſt thou doton me. than to mock hoth me at® 
my wife alſo? but the time will come that { ſult 
make thee dye an evil death And a while afic 
Xantis aid to Eſ-p, look well thatno fools ent! 
into my houſe, hur-only the Orators and Phi!oſs* 


pl1en! 


—— 
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: Eſp ſet himſeif beſide the gate, andas one 

e Philoſophers ſhould have entred, Eſop be- 

o grin and (ay, come in thou dog and the 

dſopher thinking he had derided him, all wroth 

a wav, and thus did many other. Bur at the 

there came one that was very ſubtile, ro whom 

did as he had dune to the other 3 and he thar 

wiſe anſwered him ſweetiys then Eſep ler 

ner into the houſe 3; and anon he went again 

Lord, and ſaid; ro Philoſopher 1s come to the 

bur this one, wherefore Xauntus thought all 

pther had mockrt him, and was very angry 3 on 

morrow as they mer with Xanizs, they laid to 

thus, Xantzs, thou mocked(ſt us well yeſterday 3 

e thar kept the gate caſt on us a ſhrewd look, 

called us dogs : for which cauſe Xantzs was 

e troubled than he was before. And anon he 

d unto / ſvp and ſaid unts him, go thou crook- 

ed, counterfeired, and falle churle, they whom 

ſhouldſt have received with worſhip and 

t honour, thoſe hou haſt ſcoffed ar and mocked, 

ſaid unto him, rhou charpedſt and command-« 

me, that I ſhogid fer none enter into thy hoaſe 

wiſe Philoſophers, And Xantusy ſaid ah falſe face, 

1 crook-backed knave, be not rheſe wiſe Philoſo- 

rs? no cercainly, replyed Eſp ; for when I bade 

m enter into thy hoaſle, they enrred nor, bur like 

d's went their wayes again without ſaying a 

drd, bur this oge anſwered wiſely and therefore I 

pure and allow him a ſage and a Wiſe Philoſopher, 

d the other as fools; for a fool is he that taketh 

y light thing in anger, and then all the Samians 

d Philoſophers that were there approved the an» 

er of Efop, and they maryelled much ar his wile- 
ome. 
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How Elop found a treaſure , and how Xantw 
him to be put in priſons 


Nd within awhile after, as Xantuy ard 
were togerher beholding the great Sepule 
or Tombs, and rhe Epitaphs of Ancient Pet 
Eſop perceived an Arch that was nigh to a Col 
the which men went vnto by four ſteps; t 
ke went, ard without any confonance , he ſav 
rers written after the manner following, AG! 
EIT A Then Eſ5p called his Maſter. and {aid 
him, Ny Lord what hetoken theſe Letters ? 1 
tus lookedgand beheld rhem well , and knew 
what they ſhould ſtpnifie : wherefore he ſaid toF 
rel] me what theſe Letrers ſignifie, and Eſop ſaid, 
Lord, if 7thew thee a fair Treaſure, what rev 
fall I have of thee ? Xantus (aid , have the 
gocd courage, for I ſhall give thee freedom 
liberty , and half of the treaſure: and anon 6 
went down the four !teps , and fo deep he delve 
rhe foot.of the To'umn, thar he found the hid 
treaſure whict he bronght up te his Lord, and 
my Lord, I pray thce that thou wilt do unto me 
thou haft promiſed : and Yantys ſaid ro him, 8 
ever thou haſt liberty ard freed m , thou m$ 
learn me how thou knoweſt this Science; for © 
underſtanding thereof ſhall he more precious ut 
me. than ro have all the treaſure : and Eſop (aid, 3 
that had this treaſure, had [pe cified it hy the lei? 
which are here written in Latin, Aſcends eradus i 
CUATMOY frdias, "oy Invenies Theo 41:rum anri. 1 
Then Xantus told h m , th thou arr fo ſub'n 
!meu ſhaltnor vet have liberty; and Eſ:p (aid ant 
E\m, !ook well whar thou doeft , for this rreaſus 
*pjertaineth to the King Dionyſus And Xantus a5” 
ed ot him how he knew that? and Eſop ſaid, by Ut! 
letters which fignifie unto vs, that chou give uns 


Dion fri 
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nyſivs the treaſure which thou haſt found, Ant 
n Xantus heard him ſay that the creature watch 
found was appertaining to the K'ng ! tonzſtngs, 
ſaid thus, Eſp, rake thou the one half of this 
pſure. and let no man know of ict Ep then 

I unto him, thougiveſt it not me. hur he that 

it here givethit unto me And Yantus ſaid how 
weſt ihou that? Eſop anſwered, by the lecters 

owing , Which fi;nifie the ſame, ro wit, ED A, 
A: the which letters fignifie in Latine , Eun- 

dimittite quem inveniflis Theſaurum auri : And 
1 X.intus (aid, ler us go home, and there we will 
re it, 


ew Xantus delivered Efop out of priſon, and hoy 
Xantus promiſed him freedom and liberty, 


A Frer that Xantus was returned home zgain, he 
marvelled greatly af the wiſdom of Eſop , but 

dr the liberty and freedom which he demanded, 
e was angry; and dreading the tongue of Eſop, 
:ce him to be pur in priſon; then ſaid Eſop,rhis is 
fair promiſe of a Philoſopher ; Thou knoweſt well 
ow thoa promiſledſt unto me freedom and liberty, 
at inſtead .rhereof I am put in priſon : when as 
Yantus heard him (ay ſo, he revoked and changed 
his (entence,, and cauſed him to he delivered; arid 
aſter ſard unto him, if thou wilt be pur ro thy II» 
berry, ho!d thy tongue in peace, and accuſe' me no 
more Ard £fep ſaid do whar rhou witr, for whes 
ther thou wilt orno, rhou ſhalt ſhortly ſer me 3t 
liberty, Thar (ame time fell a marvelicus thing 
within the City of Samie, for 2s men p14'd there che 
common and Ppublick plays ,-( as yer Mey be aC- 
cuſomed ro do in many good Cirics ) an Eagle ſud- 
cenly flew througa all thc company of peopie, 
nd took and bare away with him the Ring a*& 
Seal of Soveraignty and puiſiance of ail chat C'ry» 
Bs 
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and let ir fall into the pir of a man who wane 
liberty ; for which deed and coken all the peop 
Samy marvelled preatly , and there arolca gr 
rumour in thecity ameng the people; Fern 
they were doubrful of ſome perſecution, and ir 
not what the thing might ſignis.e, whereforet 
were in great doubt and heavine(ls | 
- Wherefore incontinent they came toward Is 
tus as unto him which they held for the moſtix 
and wiſe man of the City of Samie, and demand 
of him what this marvel ſignified, and alſo w 
was xely to fall thereby Xantus was ignorant, 
knew nor the fignification of this marvel ; whe 
upon he demanded of the peop'e time and ſpace® 
to give herevpon ;nanſwer ; Xantus then was f 
great heavineſs, becauſe he knew not what to 
to this thingz and Eſop ſeeing him ſo heavy and! | 
tull of forrow, ſaid untq him, my maſter, wy 
thou {o keavy in thy countenance 2 leave ſorrow n® 
rake with thee joy and gladneſs, give me ry 
charge to anſwer the Samians, and to morrow tho? 
ſhalt ſay to them theſe words 3 My Lords of San 
I am no Divine noz Interpreter of the marvelous 
things that be to come nevertheleſs , I hat! 
a ſervant in my houſe, {( which as he ſaith ) a? 
tell theſe things, if ir pleaſe you I ſhall make hin? 
come before yon ; and then by my counſel, if I ca? 


fatisfie all the fellowſhip, thou ſhalt therefore 167 


ceive and have worſhip, glory, and profit; andil? 


| cannot ſatisfie them thou ſhalt be delivered 
great infamy and ſhame, ard I ſhall be rebuked, 7 
and put to great ſhame. Ther Yanzus having his 2 
truſt in the words of Eſ1p, went on the morrow 03 
the great place of Samie, :r4 aſlemvle&rhere the? 


pcople, and went up on high whereas the ſudgt 
was wont to fi 


It; andashe had !earr;ed of his ſet-* 
=> 5/p, ſo he declared there hefore the Samian: | 
Fae wah things when he tad laid, they prayed 

eee OTIS n' 
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at he would cauſe his ſervant ro come before 
and Fſop came hither; and as he ſtood 
all the company, all the people preſently 
d and beheld him with great marvel, becauſe 
s deformed and crooked of body, and ſaid, 
here is a fair perſon, able robe a ſure divine3 
ent and mocked him, And Eſop being then 
e higheſt part of ali the place, began to make 
e with his hand urto all thepeople, ro the 
hey ſhould hold their peace and keep ſilence 3 
hen he ſpake urto them in this manner. 
Lords for what cauſe laugh ye and ſcorn me 
y form ? know ye nor, that men muſt nor look 
e face of a man to ſee of what fgure or form 
s of, hut onelyo know wiſdome? alſo men 
t nor to take heed of the veſſel, for oft a foul 
| is full of good wine : and when the Samians*, 
d theſe words, they ſaid ro Eſop if thou canſt 
vs good counſel for all che wealth of rhe com» 
people; we all pray thee that thou wilt do ir, 
Ind then Eſep having truſt and confidence in his 
dome, ſaid rhusz Fortune C which loveth diflen- 
1) hath this day put and ſer debate and ſtrife be- 
en the Lord and the fervant for he thar (hall 
quiſh ſhall not be paid nor rewarded after his 
ert ; for if the Lord per the Victory, I that am 
ſervant ſhall ger' no liberty, as right requireths 
t I ſhall be beaten, and curſed, and impriſoned 3 
erefore if ye will that I give a full ſolution of 
3t ye demand , I ask and require you if you will 
ake me free and ſet me again at my liberty ; tothe 
tent thar with truſt. confidence , and audacity 
may ſpeak to you, that I ſhall ſhewyou, and | pro- 
iſe and aſſure you (to your profit) rhe true ſfignts 
carion and plain, 
And they al ſaid with an equal yoice, he askerth 
thing very reaſonable and juſt, wherefore Xantns 
all make him free, and, giye him his 11ber 
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reaſon is. Which thing when Xantus heard, he 
fuſed ro do. And the Lord of the Avthorityp 
lick laid urito him, X.mmtus, if thou wilt not ox 
the people, | ſhall by my own authority rake hi 
Eut of thy ſervice, ard ſet him art liberty, and mis 
him equal with thee. 


Hop Eſop was reftored unto his liberty by the will 
his Mafter. v 
Nd becauſe that Xauntus was required of 
his Friends that he ſhould reſiore aid | 
Eſep into liberty , he ſaid to Eſop, aibeirir is op 
my good will, yet 1 give thee liberty. &nd wy 
he that made the Proclamation, went into eve 
place where ſuch Proclamation ſhould be mad 
and proclaimed, Xantns had given free liberty® 
Eſ-p And when this was done , Eſop went iti 
the midſt of the Fellowſhip, and made a ſi 


with his hard that every one ſhould keep ſilence 
ard after ſaid, - My Lords of Samie , the Eaj| 
which is King above all other Birds, as the Kill 
Is above the People, this Bird hath taken away its 
cet and Seal of your Govcrnour : This _ 
kenerh and figrifieth, that a King ſhall ack ats 
demand your liberty, and drſtroy your Lis 


6nd when the Samiazns heard theſe things the 


were abaſhed ; and anon came the Pur ſuivant wit 
Lerrers, and demanded after the Signet of the 38 
mians, The meſſenger was brought before tht 
Counſel of the Town, to wham he preſented hs 
Letrers, containing the Senterce following 
Craſſus King cf Lindians, To the Sepate ard cooy 
won people of Samie greeting - ard commandinty 
you, that you do to me ohe\ſance » and pay IK 
triDurez which if YOu refule to do, I ſkall put 
you to death, and burn your Town. Whereat-tlt 
tamians were much awaſhed, ard for fear welt 
Willing 10 Obey him. Bur nevertheleſs , fi 

ence! 


Ss... 
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nero Eſop, and prayed him to ſay thereof 

d, The which ſaid , My Lords of Same, 

that I would ye inclined to obey the Kirg 

dy , nevertheleſs, to the intent that ! may 

| you that which is neecdful, ard for tle 

k wealrh and profit, | do you to know, that 

e in this mortal life doth ſhew two things, 

oO menner of ways: Tlie one 1s Liberty, 

}f the beginning is hard and difficult, bur 

id of iris good and eafie : The other part is 

de, whereof the beginning is cafſie, bur 

nd thereof is ſharp and bitter, And when 

amtans heard theſe words, knowing that they 

d ro rhe good of the Commonwealth, they 

nred ro 1ake the advice of tſop, and ſaid al- 

her , becauſe that we be in liberfy}, we will 

be ſervants unto any man: and with this 

r ſent again the meſl<nger unto Craſſus. And 
the King heard this anſwer, he was wzroth, 

gathered all his Men of War, and all the No- _ 

of his Realm, and prepared a great Army to 

roy the Samians ; the which thing he mighc 

broughr abour , had nor the meſſenger Leen, 

h id anto him , Right dear Sir, thou mayeſt 

be avenged on the , Samians, (o long as they 

e Eſop with them, which in all cheir affairs 

deeds helperh ard counſclleth rhem 3 where- 

It is neceſlary that thou ſend an Embaſladour 

o the Samians , that they ſhall ſend thee Eſop, 

d chat thou wilt paxdon and forgive them their 

ſpaſs; for if thou mayeſt have Eſep, they of 

mie be in thy hands: ard the King ſuddenly 

t Embafladours io them of Samie, the which 

baſſacours appiyed, and ſextheir wits , to ſhew 

to the Senate of Samie the wiil of their Lord 

aſus, and ſaid thar they ſheutd ievd Fſop 

deedily unto him: and when Ei underſtood 

hart the King demanded, he laid noo the 
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mians, my Lords it pleaſeth me well togotoud 
the King, but before go, I will tell you a fable, 


How the Walves ſent their Embaſſadours to (ht *þ 


N time when beaſts could ſpeak, the Wd 
[| mide war againſt the Sheep ; and becauſe 
ſheep might nor keep them, nor hold-againſt 
Wolves, they demanded help of the Dogs, by 1 
which, the Sheep made the Wolves to return bu 
| ward ; and becauſe ti e Wolves could nor get 
prey, nor win iny thing upon the Sheep beeat 
the Dogs thar kepr them; the Wolves on a timek 
an Embaſladour unto the Sheep, for to have 
perual peace with them; and for to have peace; 
Wolves weft and demanded, that for to eſches 
ſuſpicion, the Yogs ſhould he given ro the Wo 
or elſe deſtroyed for ever : and the Sheep as fod 
in hope of peace and conco:d, conſented toth 
demands And when all the Dogs were lain, 
Wolves rook vengeance upon the-Sheep as 
appearetl} When'Eſpp rehearſed this fabl?, rheY 


m'ans determined among ther ſelves that Efop ſho 
not go reward the King. 


How Eſop obeyed not the Samians, but went tow 
the King, 


Sop obeyed not the will of che Samiany, | 


- went with the Embafſadors towards the Ki 
And when he was come to the Kings Court, t 
__ 'ceing that Eſp was ſo deformed, and crookt 
£29) he vas angry and wroth with himſelf, 
31. ag "| *** Marvel; is this ame he; for tb 
. 10m they of © amje would not ohey me 
(9 then (aid, Ah right dear Sir, and Kir 
fo;.- 1. 5 Not come before thy Majeſty 

"+ »* 1 good will I am come ro thee, ! 


i... - 
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o much upon thy benignity, that thou wilt 
har 1 ſhall lay unto thee, | 
King pave him audience, and leave to fay 
e would, and thus he began : The cther day 
was a man which chaſed the flies, the which 
ook a Nightingale, and the Nightingale 
that he would have killed her, faid to the 
jer , I "pray thee that thou without cauſe 
ot ſlay me, for to no body do I any harm 
ger, for 1 eat nor the corn, ner deſtroy 
wits of the earth bur give ſolace and joy to 
m that paſs by the way with my ſong and 
and of me thou ſhair have bur onely alictle 
$3 and when the Faulconer heard the bird 
theſe words, he let her go. Wherefore (right 
Sir_) 1 pray thee that thou without cauſe wile 
ay me, which am nothing worth, for to no 
do I harm, nor would TI do, and for the de- 
d feehleneſs of my body I may ror do ; burT 
peak and fay things that. be profitable ro rizem 
de in the mortal life of this preſent world. 
King then matvelied and was moved te pity, 
aid ro Eſop, I give not unto thee rhy life, for 
ne giveth ir thee, and if thou wilt have any 
> clſe of me, atk and it ſhall be given thee« 
F ſep (aid, I ask nothing of thee but onely that 
give me the rribute ot the Samiang. Well, ſaid 
King, Iam content ; then Fſop greatly thank- 
he King, and after he compoſed the F ables 
h be written here in this beok, and to the 
> he gave them, ard demanded of him rhe Ler- 
of the pift for the remiſljon of the tribute of 
Samians, which were delivered to him by the 
ps -commandement, and with his good will, 
mary other gifts. And Eſop then took his leave, 
he King, and returned to Samre, 4 
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How Eſop returned to Samic again. i 


Es that Eſp was arrived in Samie, they 
received him worſhipfully , and made 
joy at his coming : And Eſop commanded the 
ple ro be aſſemHled rogerher at a cerrain day it 
place appointed, And when as Eſop was let 
S-ar, he read unto them the Royal Letters oy 
Craſſus , how he remitted and forgave them th? 
bure. After this Eſop .deparced from Semi, ? 
would/ſport himfelf through many Regions, 
ons, and Cities, giving Enſiznments by hiſtories 
fables unto mortal men Amonght the relt he! 
to Babyl-n, and becauſe he did ſhew there hs 
dom, he was received and worſhipfully fealt 
Licure King of Bah; lon. At that time the King 
ſend one to another Plays and Problemacicks, 
ſuch other pleaſint devices for their dilpors; 
he which could not interpret them , ſent trids 
him thar ſeat them : and becauſe that Eſ# 
inerpret them, he ravght the King of Baby'vs 
manner of ir. After that he compoſed many 
which the King of Babylon ſent ro other Ring), 
becauſe they could nat interpret. them , the) 
many tributes unto him , whereby his whole ſi 
was mightily inriched. After that » becaule* 
had no young Children . he adopted a Noble 
Obe his Son, the which he preſented 10 theb9 
and he received him as if he had been his 0w® 
which Child was named Enus z this Enuvs Wit 
while after medled wich the Chamberer of % 
wi'ch he held for his Wiſe , and often knew ket 
dily; and becauſe hes was greatly in doubt thut 
LAthe avenge himſelf, he accuſed Eſp to the 
ad fs Ctimes, and High Treaſon. He allo coÞ 
E/2» ly f Wy. ſhewing by them ro rhe King) 
be:r «f 19.cs which he ſent here and ti.cſe») 
rayed him, and that he had conſpired his de 


k,  — 
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the King commanded that Eſop ſhtuld be pat to 
th, and how he was ſaved. 
He King Lzcure believing and giving credit to 
the Accuſation made againſt Eſop, was very 
h ard commanded Herope his Seneſchal that 
ſhould be pur ro death : bur Herope ſeeing that 
ntence was unjuſt, kepr Eſop ſecrerly within a 
hre 3 and all his goods were given to his ſon 
had abuſed him : long after this, Ne abanus 
of Egypt, thinking that Eſop had certainly been 
to death, according to the commandement, 
a propoſition problemanick to Lycare King of 
l'n, which was as folloneth, Ne#abanus King 
2ypt ſendeth greering umo Lycure King of Baby + 
Becauſe I would edifie and buil1 a Tower, the 
h ſhall not rouch Heaven nor Earth, I pray 
ſend uuto me Maſons to make vp the ſaid Tow- 
and this requeſt being accompliſhed, I ſhall 
unto thee the renth tribute of all my lands and 
ims. And when the King of babylon heard this 
and, he was greatly troubled and wroth, and 
ught how he might give anſwer to this -queſti- 
And when he had called all his Sages for 
have reſolution thereor, and found none that 
Id declare the ſame, the King was more angry 
n he was hefore; and for the great ſorrow that 
took thereof he fell downto the ground and 
d, a'ais I am miſerable, ard have loſt rhe Crown 
my Realm; curied be he by whom 1 made Eſop tO 
put to death, And when Herope the Seneichal 
ew the great anguiſh ard ſcrrow of the King, he 
dro him, Righr dear Sir, rake ro more (orrow MM 
' hearr, bur pardon and forgive me, (or I made 
dr Eſ-p ro he pur ro death as chou commandeft mez 
welt! I knew that yer thou ſhouldeit have need 
him, ard douktirg ro dilpleaſe thy Majeſty » 


ce that day to this I have kept him ina _ 
; chre3 


—_— 


: 
. 
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chrez when the King heard this he was very 
and he roſe from th2 grount where he ly, 
went and embraced rhe Senelchal, ſaying, if ith 
that Eſop may be found alive, during my lifel 
be bound to thee, and cherefoce [ pray thee if i# 
{olet him come to me quickly. 


Hew Eſop was brought before the King, and hm # 
King commanded that he ſhould be put in his fin® 
office and dignity azain. ' 

| hes being broughr before the King, fell dx 

ar the Kings feer; and when the K ing ſaw 

Eſop looked ſo pale and ill, he had of him gr 

piry, aad commanded that he ſhould be rakeny 

and newly cloathed : and when Eſop was upon 
feer, he cime before the King, and full meckly 
tared him, and demanded of him the cauſe wh 
had been put in priſon : then the King (aid, til 
his adopted ſon Enusg had accuſed him : and! 


King commanded that Enxs ſhould be puniſhed m 

ſuch pain as thoſe deſerve that deviſe the death? 
their rathers; but Eſop prayed the King he wols 
forgive him, And when che King ſhewed Zy® 
queſtion of the King of Egypt, and when #ſop bi 
teen the Lerter, he ſaid to the King, write again 
the King of E:ypr, and give to him this anſwt] 


that after the Winter ſhill be paſt and gone, tia 
ſhalr lend unto him workmen to build and make 
his Tower: and thus he ſent Embaſſadours to t 
Ring of Egypt Afﬀer this the Ring made all t% 
ponds of Eſ1p ro bereftored unto him, and he roX 

pur in_his firſt digrity, giving him full authoris? 
and might ro puniſh his ſon afcer his own wil. 
Bur Eſ5p Denign!y received again into his houſe bi 

adopred lon, and (weelry chaſtiſe:{ and corredl8 
nm and laid, my {on O5ſerve you my cCommuande- 
—_ ant keep them in thy memory z for we gif 
B92d counſel to others, but for our ſeives * 


Caſe 


IR 
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take jt ; bur becauſe rhat thou artan humane 
thou muſt be ſubjze& ro ſorrune; therefore 
alr fiſt love God and keep thy ſelf from the 
and anger of the King. 

I becauſe that thou art an humane man, have 
re and ſollicirude on humane things, for God 
puniſh the wicked folk ; alſoir is no good or 

ly thing ro do ary body any harm, bur ſhe 

If crucl to thoſe thar are thine eremies, Tt 
d that of them thou be rot condemned ; and” 
nds make joyful ſemblance and good cheery 
end that thou mayſt have the more aſſurance 
ir help and good will; for thou oughreſt to 
proſperity and welfare tothy friends, and 
ſity to all thy enemies; thou mayeſt ſpeak 
o thy wife; to the intent rþart ſhe rake not ano- 
man ; becauſe a woman is variable, and 2s 
flatrer and ſpeak fair to her; ſhe is leſs jnclined 
Dany evil, Keep thee well from rhe fellowſhip 
e cruel man, for albeit that he have good 
perity, yet he is miſerable : ſtop thy ears, and 
well thy tongue from ſuch talking, and have 
nyy at other mens goods ; for envy hindreth 
nv.ous: have care and regard over thy family, 
that thou mayeſt be loved hke a Lord ; have 
ne in thy ſelf ro do any thing againſt reaſon, 
be negligent or wretchleſs to learn every day z 
not thy counſel to thy wife; ſpend nor waſte 
poods wilfully, for betrer ir is for a man to leave 
poods after his dearh, then to be a beggar in his 
ſalute joyfully ſuch as thou meereſt by the 
y 3 for the dog maketh ſign of joy with his tayl 
luch 2s he knoweth by the way : MOCK r.0 Man, 
er hide thy wiſdome and all that thou borrowelſl 
'e apain with gocd willz and whoſe which thou 
ay help, refuſe notio do good to, keep tice from 
i company : ſhew ro tay ſriends thy afiairs end 
lincts, and beware that theu do noting. » heres os 
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by thou mayeſt repent thee afterward : wil 
adverfiry cometh bear it patiently : harby 
har be harbourleſs; clothe the naked ; a 200d 
appeaſeth anger ; ſurely he is happy thatm; 
him a good friend, for nothing is ſo ſecret! 
ut one time or other ir will come to light, 


i 
How Enus departed from Eſop, and went ani y 
© hinſelf, L 


Tus with many admonitions did Eſ1y.in 
his ſon, and Enus departed and ſaid, thi 
juſtly, and without cauſe he hath accuſed E/: 
which'he was full of heavineſs and ſorrow, 
went up to the top of an high mountain, ard! 
thence caſt himſelf down to the botrom : and! 
wiltully he brzke Nis bones and killed him(e 
he had ever keprevil rule and miſgovernance; 
an evil life cometh to anevil end: after thi 
commanded the Faukconers that they ſhould! 


ur young Eagles which were not yet fort 
their neſt 


: and when Efop had them, he acct 
med them to eat their mear high and low, ande 
of them hag tO their feet two Children faſtned 
bound ; and as the Children lift upward, make! 
ome downward, the young Eagles || 
wiſe followee up ard down to take their meat; 

Thee thi nos thus ordere; , and winter 


gone and paſt, Eſ*p took Ijcave of king Ly 
and with hi: Fao! 


3'Cs and Children went into £1 
and when he Was Come before the King, the 4 
ſceing E/op ſo deformeg and crook. hacked thou 
n himſelf nit he was bur a beaſt, and rhatt 
Ring of B2b) ln mocked him and t is perſon, fort 
Confidered nor that a fou! veſſel mi; hr he full 

. ' 
_ VIBe : for men ought not onely to rake het 
Ot rl;e veſſel, bur to thar which 'is in ic. F/1p tt 
Preſently kneeled before the King, and right hv 
b 
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ted him 3 and rhe King firting in his Ma- 
Juted him right graciouſly and benign'y, 

this manner, tow I'keſt thou me and 
nd Eſep an{wered, Sir, thou ſeemeſt ro meio 
n, and thy men the beams thercof, 


p made /-Intion to the King of Egypt, upon the 
n which be fent tothe Kinz of Babylon, 


King having heard the anſwer of Eſep, 
arly marvelied that he was ſo ſubrile in his 
, and ſaid ro him in this manner ;, haſt thoa 
with thee ail them that ſhall Edifie and 
p the rower ? T have, ſaid E/op : bur farſt thou 
ew unto me the place whereas thou wilt 
, TheK ng chen departed our of the place, 
Eſopina fair field, and ſaid, ſeeſt thou this 
Ids it is che place where I would haye my 
E/jop then co each corner of this field laid a 
with two Children, the Children held the 
ppward in the air, and the Eagles began to 
er it: and when the Children with an high 
began to cry ; faying, bring us now clay, 
brick, wood and tiles, and we ſhall build vp 
ower ; and when the King ſaw this, he [z1d ro 
as by great admiration, what have you men 
ur land which have wings ? ard Eſop ſaid. yea 
ave many ſuch : then ſaid the King to Eſop, 
taſt vanquiſhed me by thy reaſons and words. 
pray thee anſwer me unto this queſtion 3 F 
inade Mares tobe brought ro me out of Gree: e, 
hey have conceived and bare Rorſes by the 
-f the Horſes of Baty/on : and Eſop then an- 
d, him Sir, to morrow I ſhall give you an an- 
unto this queſtion 3 and after that Eſop was TE- 
d to his lodging ; he faid in this manner tg 
tyants; Look thar among you ye get MEAS 
and the ſervants accompliſhed the will of 
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Then Eſop openly before the folks made theC 
be beaten with rods : and as the Egyprtiansan! 
they ran anon atfrer rhe Cart to have taken him, 
they might nor 3 which feat done, the Egypt 
went and told tie King thereof : and the King 
marded thar Eſp ſhould be brought hetore lisp 
fon: and when Eſp was come, the King faidr 
him, come hither, what haſt thou done? kne 
thou not that the God thar is adored and wor! 
ped of us, 1s of rhe figure and likeneſs of a Ca! 
certain all the Egyptians worſhip and adore 
Idol made after the form and figure of a Car, wit 
fore rhou haſt greatly offended : and Eſp (aid! 
unro the Ring, Sir, this falſe and evil beaſt, or 
night laſt paſt, offended againſt rhe King of 
bylon, for this beaft hath lain a Cock, whid 
mach loved, becauſe he fought ſo ſtrong'y, 
ſung on the hours of the night: and the King 
to Eſp, Ffſhould never have thought that | 


wouldeſt- have made ſo prear aleafing before 
for it may not he that this Cat ſhould have 
and come 11a nighr from hence 10 Baby/on, | 
E/op ſmiling ſaid to him, Sir, in ſuch manners 
eth and goeth roBaby/on Horſes, which the 
brought out of Gree-ce conceived, and hare Vt 


Horſes - and the King hearing this, praiſed pre 
the wiſdome of Eſp, and then the King made 
of him, and more worſhipped him than bel 
and on the morrow afzer, the King of Exypt 
all the cheifeſt and greateſt of rhe Philoſopi 
and wite:'t men in a!l the countrey to be calle 
fore him, which he jnformed of the great ivy 
ty and witof Eſp, and commanded them to 
per into his Court with Eſop: then they bein 
at the table, one of them faid thus to Eſp, | 
ns Pardon me, for hither am 7 ſent ro ſpeak 
Gy 5 and Eſp, aid, ſay what you pleaſe, a 
"0, It1S Gods will that no man ſhould make 
cal 
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ps: and afrer, :nother ſaid unto Eſop, there 
great Temple in which is a Colum righr 
the which Colum beareth and ſfuitainerh 

Cities, ar d every City is covered with thirty 
ſay!s, vpon which two wemen be ever run- 
Ard Eſep anſwered him in this manner, .The 
and lir:le Children in Babylon know the ſolu - 
df this queſtion 3 ſor this Temple whereof theu 
eſt is Heaven, and the Colvmn is the Earth; 
elre Cities he the twelve Months of the Year, 
he thirty (ayls be the daies of the Months , 
he two women that. be ever running over 
Sayls are the Day and Night: then ſaid the 
of Egypt to the Lords of his Courr, it is now 
and reaſon, that Ido ſend piſts and tributes ro 
irg of Babyl-n: and cne of them (a'd to the 
. Sir, we muſt yer-make to him another que- 
which is this, What 1s that we never heard nor 
and the King prayed Eſep to give ſolution to 
queſtion, And Eſp went to his lodging , and 
ed io make an Otligation, on the which he 
to be written this that followeth, I Ma&a- 
King of Egypt, make known to all men, that T 
bed of King Licure a thouſand marks of gold, 
h I Mafabanry promiſed to pay xo the ſaid 
L'\cure within a eertain time, (which then 
paſt.) this writing did Eſop preſent on the 
ow following to the King of Egypt » which 
ily marvelled thereat, ard ſaid tothe Noble 
of his Court that were there preſent, have 
ſeen or ever heard ſay, that the King £ycvre 
lent to me ary money or other thing ?- ard as 
Lord: (aid nay, Efop then ſaid ro them if it be 
ſay, then your queſtion is affoyled 3 for NOW 
'\car ar:d (cer thar which you never heard or 
; ard then they of Fryer ſaid, that Rirg ry 4 
happy ard fortunate tO have ſuch a - Frog 
ſervant as Eſop was: and the King wy. | 
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again unto Babylon with great gifts and tributes 
the King of Babylon, 


How Elop returned unto Babylon. and how the 


cauſed a ftatue or Image of Gold to be ſet ui 
nor of him, 


Frer Eſop was come again before the I 
of Babylon, he rehearſeth rohim all he! 


done in Egypt; wherefore the King comma 
that in the worſhip of Eſop ; a ſtatue or image 
gold ſhould be ſer up in the publick or comet 
place : within a while after Eſop, had a great 
fire ro go into Greece, and asked leave of the 
ro go thither, whereof rhe Ring was ſorrowfull, 
Eſop promiſed-him that he would return into Bu 
lon, and chere he would live and die with him; 
thus the King granted to him leave: and as 5 
travelled through all the Cities of Greece withs 


we he ſhewed his pience and Fables, in 6 
wile thac he got worſhip and glory, and ws 
nowned through all the Land of Greece. At® 
laſt he came to the Land of Delpbi, which wat 


beſt province in all Greece. The Citizens thei 
the City of Delphi, by cheir env, mocked and dil 
noured Eſip; ard Eſop ſaid unto them. my L 

yebe like the wood which is carried on the Sea; 

when men ſee it afar off, being rofled with ® 
waves, it ſeemsto be right great, but when men? 
near, it appearerch bur a ſmall thing 3 thus is it! 


youtor when 1 was far from you, I thought that 
had been the beſt © 


f a!l the Land, and now [ x 
that ye be the worſt. And when the Delphi 
heard theſe words, they held a Counſel togeth* 
and one of them ſaid, moſt wiſe Lords, ye know? 
ry well how that this man hath had great glory 
all rhe Ciries and places where he had b& 
Wherefore if we take no heed to owr (clvcs 
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1 rob us of our great authority, and deſtroy u*5 
they imagined how and in what manner th2Y 
at him to death 3 bur they durſt not artemp* 
the great company of ſtrangers that were with” 
City. Nevertheleſs, as they eſpied one of the 
ws of Eſop making the mails,and other peer,rea® 
ride and depart thence, they went and took 2 
of gold out of the Temple of 4pollo, and ſecrerly 
inco the mail of Eſop: Ejop being ignorant here- 
leparted from Delphi; but ere he was far, rhe 
drs ran after, making great noiſe and clamour , 
faid crothem, my Lords, why take ye m ? 
hey ſaid, ah theif of celeſtial ornaments, crook- 
d and ſecrilegious, wherefore haſt thou deſpiſ- 
ad robbed the Temple of Apollo, 


Eſop was betrayed, and bow he rehearſeth to th: 
Iphines the Fable of the Rat and the Froz. 


ſq hearing this, denyed it; forthwith they un» 


the maile, within which they found the 
of gold, and they went and ſhewed it unto rhe 
ple: and Eſop,confidering and (eeing their malice 
ickedneſs, and knowing that he could not eſcape, 
an to weep and be ſorrowful for his forrane, And 
of his friends named Demas, ſeeing Eſop thus 
ping, comforted him ſaying thus, have good cou» 
and rezoyce thy ſelf,and anon theDelphimes went 
concluded, that they (as a ſacrileger worrhy 4 
cive a villainous kind of death) ſhould rake Eſ9p, 
| cauſe him to beled to che rop of an high moun- _. 
, for to be throwh down from thence head-lone: 
nEſop knew their ſentence, he rehearſed 16 them 
$ Fable for co withdraw them from cheir malice, 
ing : When peace was all beaſts, che - 
1 rhe Frog loved much cachort d the Rar Car 
{ the Frog to come and dine with her the Na 
d unto the Frog, cat of rhe meat chat pteaſerh. - 
ſt, And when they _ earen enovgh 3 me 


46 The Life of El. p. 


fajd to the Rat, come with me, and chon ſhi 
well at thy ſupper; and to the end thou mny 
Ferrer paſs the River, thou ſhalt bind thy (el 
foot: the Rat agreed,and anon the Frog leaptit 
water and drew the Rat after her + and the} 
near drowned, he ſaid to the Frog, wrongf 
makeſt me toſnffer death, bur they that abide 
ſhall avenge this miſdeed on thee; and as 
thus drawing, the one forward & the other ha 

a Kire ſeeing the debate and ſtrife herween then 
them borh together and eat them up 1n like 
ye make me die wrongfully, but Babylon and 
ſhall avenge me upon you : But yer for alltl 
Delphine would nor let Eſop go, bur inſtead of 
they drew and pulled him ſhrewedly and inthe 
Planner he could, he defended himſelf zpainſtt 


How Eſop died miſerably. _ 
A Nd as FEſop was thus fighting againſt then 


"'caped out of their hands, and fled into 
Templ of pallo bur all that profired him now 
for by force and ſtrength they drew him forth d 
Temple and then they led him where they mean 
put him to death, And Eſop ſeeing Himſelf ſol 
pered, 1aid unto them; My Lords, dfead yo 
Your 2od .4pollo? he ſhall' averge me 6n you : 
rotwiihſtanding for all he could ſay » they bre 
him ro the place where he ſhonld die, and ſeeit 
could nor eſcape from them, he began to then 
Fable, here was a Woman had a daughter, wy 
was a Virgin and fool, the mother prayed unto 
gods , thar they -woula give her daughrer wit® 
reaſon: her meter was once in the Temple» , 
© laid 'inher Prayersz and anon 
bull of Co the field and ſaw rn which filled a\k 
Tk om 3 ſhe came and asked him what he# 
a4, fair daughter, Ipur wit into this (ad 
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ay 
ſaid again, alas my Friend, I prey ther aus 
into my body and my mother ſhall pay thee 
thy labour: then he put his wit into her belly, 
her Maidenhead from her ; and full glad ſhe 
{ home to her mother, and ſaid to her, Mo- 
ave found a fair young Man, which hath put 
me ; and her Mother hearing theſe words, 
ull of ſorrow, and ſaid , my daughter, thou 
prered all thy wit, bur the wit thou had(t thou 
Likewiſe ro them he rehearſed another 
There was an hvsbandman, which from his 
d his old age had never been in the fields,nor 
me into any City he pray'd his maſter that he 
pnce ſee the Ciry, and they ſent himin a Cart, 
was drawn with Aﬀes, and faidto him, prick 
Aſſes, and they ſhall lead rhee to the City : 
er he had Fricked them, there arofe a grea« 
,wherewith the Aſtes were ſore foiled,ſo thar 
ſr their way, and took another way and drew 
rt upon a mountain top ſo that both he and 
rt fell down to the foor of the hill: and as he 
ling he faid ro Fupirer on this manner,Ah Fu- 
if [ offend thee muſt I therefore die miſerably? 
moregrieved at thoſe foul, and unprofitable Afſ- 
y whom I muſt reccive death than if they were 
d good horſes. Even ſo it fareth with me ; for 
dd men and juſt I ſhould nor he pur to death, 
you which are evil. And as they were come to 
"ace ro caſt, down Eſ+p,. he told them anorher 
in this manner 3 A certain man was inamore# 
s daughter, whom by farce he defloured 3 and 
d un ro her father, Ah father. thou art an evil 
hat haſt done ro me ſuch a ſhame 3 for rach+r 
1d I have ſuffered this crimeof an hundred 2127 
than of thee : Semblab'y it isof me 3 for Iha | 
r ſuffer death of ocher menrhan of you. 58 mor 
w him ſrom the top cf rhe hijl, and thus he di 
a>ly. 
C 2 
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Hiw the Del 


phines ſacrificed to their Gods, eh 
Temple for 4 


!0 pleaſe them for the death of Ele 


Nd after, 


that in the 
mine, in ſo muc 


when £ſop was pur todeath, 
r City ran a great peſtilence 
1 that they loſt all their wi 

i his cauſe they ſacrificed to their God Apolls, 
end to pleaſe him for the dearh of Eſop ; and bt 
thar.unuſtly ard wrongfuliy they put him to 
they made and edified a Temple:and when the 
ces and preat Lords of Greece had tidings 
Delphines had pur Efnp ro death, they came wo 
to puni:hthem that pur Eſ:p to death, 


Thus end&th the Life of ESOP, 


—— 4+ oo — c—_— =_ 
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Here Legiuneth the Prologue of 
Fir{t Book, 


Omuus the Sen of Tier of the City of 

Ut ECeting; Efop & man of Gieece, ſubril 
ngenivus, reacheth in big Fables bow men « 
Fovern 1Þ mſelves; and to the end that he my 
+ fe a*d cuftomes of «ll manner of men, he ind 
gf ' the Treer, and 1he Beaſt ſpeaking; tor 
Geog bick ov ore theF ables were ft 
and the bs tees the malice of evil ji1 
hu mble *1, He teacheth alt 


i 
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he firſt Book of the ſubtile. 
Fables of Eſop; 7} 


4 
., 


oft Fablewf the Cock, and the precious ane. 


þ$ a Cock once did ſeck his living in the dungh#, 
he found a precious ſtone; to which rhe Cock 
Ah fair ſtone and precious, thou art here in the 
z and if he that defirerh thee had found rthee,as 1 
done.ne would have raken thee vp,ard ſer thee 
w firſt eſtate; but in vain have | found thee, for - 
jing have |'to do with thee, no good may 1dor9 
, nor thou tome And this Fable Eſop prop®” 
1 to them that read this Book. 


The Moral. | 
; h no 
For by the Cock is nnderflood 4 Fel, which care! 
e for Wiſdom than the Cock did for the pre® ons ſtone 
by this flone is underfl dd this Beek. 


C 3 


The F ir/t Book, 


Of the Dog and the Sheep, 


ng occaſic 
00d, Eſop givethus 
EWhich demande 
* borrowed of him; 
ed any of him; 
2 Jadge & beca 
Dog brought x 
f,and the Kire, 
the witneſſes ſhould be 
OIf,faid ro.the Judge, lama 
T well.that the Dog jent her a lod 
(© laid, ſhe received it to preſent 
© Sparhawk laid to the Sheep why 
ch thou haſt taken and recei 


wiſhed. Whereforet 
the ſhould pay the Dd 

Y before winter 

elame ; thus wss the ps 


ts foek - The Moral, w_ 
Mer the evi and hang erple by tht 
al "dank fulrej: Ich and Jpoil Por # h 7 
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Of :Eſop's Fablere 
of the Deg and the piece of fleſh- 
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E that coveteth cther-mens oft Joſerth 
his 'own ; whereof Eſop rehearſerh this fable- 
| time paſt there. was a Dog went over @ bridge;ang. 
id in his moutha picce of fleſh, and as be- 
ex the bridge, he perceived the ſhadow of his 
If, and of his peice of fleſb withia the watcr,an6.l 
hinking that ir had been another peice, of flcſh,zor 
ih he thoughr to have raken it 3. and,as hepa 
is mouth, the fleſh fell into the waces 3 304 Ws | 
ic loſt it, | F 
The Moral, | WE 3 
prone } 
Right G11 it with many an one, for when ph2) 7 
0 1% ai.dther, they tofe - they have of their aw. 
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ſaid the Wolf 


The Firſt Rook, 


Of the Welf an{ the Lamb. 


'J << Innocent and of the Shrew, Eſp te 
eth this Fable It was ſo that a Lamb and 1 
both had thirſt, and went both ro the River rod 
the Wolf drank above, and the Lamb beneath;u 
whe Wolf ſaw theLamh drinRing,he ſaith with a 


voice, knave, why haſt rhou troubled my waters 
I ſhoald now d 


rink of 2 Ah, my Lord, ſaving 
Grace,the water cometh from'you toward me. 
haſt thou ro ſhame nor dreadto 
me ? the Lamb faid, my Lord, by your leave; ® 
ſaid the Wolf again, ir is nor fix weeks paſt ſince? 
father did as much $ and che Lamb ſaid, | wi% 
then born : and the Wolf ſaid again, thou haſte? 
my father : th 


© Lam th : then 
Wo'f ſaid, tho 2 ſaid | have no rec 


\NOU art well like thy Father, and ſot®) 
lin and miſdeeg thou that l lie. , : 


The Mor4l, 


ſheweth i hat the evil man careth 
* May 10b and deſtroy the good inn 


T his Fable 
What manner b 
n, 


Of Eſops F ulles, 


Of the Rat and the Frog... 


witisſo, that the Rat went ..on Pilgrimage, 
and came by a River, and help of 
pg for to paſs over, and. then the Frogbound 
ts foor to her foot, and (woom inco the midſt 
River ? and as they were there, the Frog 2- 
fill with an intent to drown the Rat 5 in che 
time a Kite perceiving it , took them both a- 


The Moral. 


berefore that. man that thinketh deceit, deceit ſhabl 
»p2n him. 


7 oF) 


© 890d, E{op giveth 
- which T- 


3 thus ws; the ps? 
1h, he Moral. 
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Of :Eſop's Fables. 
of the Deg and the piece of fleſh. | 
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E that vcind —_— me enogondy he oft loſerh 
his 'own ; whereof Eſop rehearſeth this fable. 
ne paſt there was a Dog went over a eGelley 
in his mouth a picce offleſh, and as og 
the bridge, he perceived the ſhadow of his 
and of ofhi pe iceof fleſb withia the water ade 
been another pcice of fleſh,fo 
the Lenach to hare raken it 3. and,as he opeped 
—xp*% the fleſh fell into the water 3; NE 
oft ir, 


The Maral, 3 


Right f 1: it with many an one, fer when v1) think, 
1% ai.dher, they boſe that ny have of their own. 
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The- Firſt Book, 


Of the Cow, the Goat, and the Sher 


j .- 


PN 
my 


Tis accounted a common faying among met 
. the ſervant ſhould nor preſume to car ary pl 
with his Lord, nor tothe poor is ir good to baſe 
rag and divifion with him that is rich and mizht 
 mherefore Eſop rehearſed ſuch a Fable. The Ci 
# the Goat, aid the Sheep, whent once a hunting, 
 cirfeda Hit, and rook out with them a Lion, 
= © rheycame to part it, the Lion ſaid, my Lots 
Vier you wwit,that the firſt part is mine , becauk 
-* A.your Lord; the ſecond, becauſe 1 am (tron 
F than ye de 3 the third, yecavſe Fran more ſwiftly th 
| did 3 and whoever auuchethihe fourth part, ſhall 
My mortal enemy ;z and thus he took trom tht 
* Abc Harg,; wu "4b 


, 


The Moral. f 


Wherefore this Fable ſheweth t . 
at the poor ſhovid ra 
—_ with the mighty, far he is never faiilſi 


- 
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Of Eſop's Fables. 


Of the Thief and the Sur. 


"3 © 


may well have a worſe iſſue than himſelf. #/ep 


ff telferh us a Fable. /A rheif heli rhe feaſt of + 


edding,andhis neighbours came where the feaſt 
Kept, and did-worſhip ro the thief; and a wiſe 
ſceing the neighbours of the thief were jovful 
laid, faid to them; ye make you mirth and glad- 
pf thar bet ye ſhould weep,rake heed to my 
ds and uhferſtand your joy; the Sun wou'd once 
tarried, Hut all the Nations of the world were 
ſt him ; and prayed Pagiter that he ſhould keeÞ 
Sun from wedding : then Taphter demanded of 
m the cauſe wh ther would not have him' to be 
ted zone of x Bro aid to Fnpiter, chow KNowe 
there is bur oe Sun, and yer-he burnerh vs 


i 


nd he be matried and have any CRydren, pacy -* 


Il deſtroy all mankind, 
The Moral. 


Toerefore this Fable ſkewe!h that we mnght nol 
ce nhenwe are in evil company. 


Thy Firſ! Book 


Of the Wolf and the Crew, 


TE that dath any 90d- to-an evil man, 
H 3 E/op faith, for of the pans done to the 
ometh. no. 


tne would draw Our « 
ad the Cran: put down his 


fI would 1 might haves 


The Mora. 
Wi Roble i apearerh 1?.4t ro good (11 
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of Eſop's Fables. TL 


Fitche., how. one lodged the other in time of Iit- * 
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not haſty to give credit to the tales of iterers 
for by ſweet words they decieve good people 
cof Eſop telleth us this fable, There was 4 pp ol 
2 a time, which would fain lictcr,andbe delivered 
young ones,and came.to the habitazion of ano- 
F Birch, and pray'd her by ſweet words, that ſhe 
— lend:het a place where ſhe might lixter her 
ones ; .and that other Bitch lent unto her her 
and her houſe, thinking ſhe had done my thepe- 
: and when the Birch had littered , the good 
ch ſaid ure Her, thatir was time that ſhe ſhould 
and depart out of her houſc : and the o- 
Bitch and her young Dogs ran vpon hergaud bit 
r, and caft her forth her own. houſe, 


The Noral 


een... 


In this manner 147) an cone SN ha 
damage _= 


© Pood POtten by helping an evil pe 
c 


hejreth ſuch, ſhait lurely beil 
': and he that (7 reth a thiefh 
than enemy for himſelf; wi 
uch, E/op Tchearſeth to us thi 
ON a 6 n which aver + 
wy Vine, an by reaſon of 2 greatf 
With cole” = Serpent Was hard, and amoſt del 


© Ne Bood man Pitied her 
er Into his 


wife and her childre 

WOuld have had her our: 

C Ouphtty ha Ve taken her,| ; 
nd had almoſ} ſtrangled hi 


"Pp Ihy them that &9 Lord to w/; 


naneſs, j hey fhall 6 


of Elop's Fables. 


Of the Lian and1hbe Ajt, 


hem that mock others, Fſop rchearſerh this 
able : there was an Aſs which met with a 
d whom he (aid, my brother, God ſave thee : + 
Lion ſhaked his hezd, and had great pain to 
zold._ his courage from devouring the Aſs» Bur 
dn ſaid ro himſelf, ir behoverh not cherecth of 
dle a Lord as I am to bite ſuch a foul Beaſt. 


The Moral. 


or he that is wiſe, muſt not hurt the Fool, nor heed 
ds, but let him go. 


. 


Of tbe Firſt -boh 


Of two Raty, . 


Ar better is it to live in porerty,than'to lire 
-ly; being ever in dangey : whereof Eſopre 
ſeth this fable. There were two Rats; where 
was great and far, and held him in the cellar of 
man,and the other was poor and Jean, On a 64) 
grext Rat went to ſport him in the keld,& met bf 
way the [can Rat,of which he was received as vt 
he could into his poor cave or hole: avd garet 
ſach meat as he had; Then ſaid the fat Rat, 
thou with me, and Iſhall give thee other ment. | 
went with him into the Tower, and both entred 
rich mans cellar, which was full of goods 
they were there, the great-Rat preſenced, 
poor Rar divers 1 mears,ſaying 
good cheer : and at 
yiully eating, the Butler came into 
grearRat ran into his hole, bar the 
* Not whether to fee, but hid him behind 
coor with great fear and trembling ; and the But 
52» and ſaw him nor, And when bt 


I at Rat came our of his hole, and called 


Of Eſop's Fables. 61 


t. which was yet in fear, and (aid, Come hi- 

| fear not to fill thy belly: burthe poor Rat 
vr very lore lermego; for I had rather cat 
the fie!d, and live ſecurely, than to cat dainty 
ſuch ſear as thou do'ſt here in this place; 


The Moral. 


therefore it is better to live poor by and ſecurely 
live richly, and without aſſur ance, 


Of the Eagle and the Fox. 


de puiſſant and mighty muſt doubt the ſeeble, 
| as | ſop rehea: ſeth ro us a Fable, There was an 
gle, which came where young Foxes were, &t 
way one of them, and gave it to his young Eagles t© 
d them with The Fox went after him,and pray'd 
n to reſtore it agairg But the Eagleſaid he would 
br, for he was over him ow and Maſter. vur rhe 
or, fall of ſubtilry and malice, began to pur 
great ge we A ſtraw, and 3) it under rhe rree 
where the / agle and her young birds were, &: 
it with fice;and when the ſmoak and the fi 


6 2 The Firſt Book 


eo riſe upward, the Eagle fearing the dexh: 
Young bards, reſtored to the Fox her young ar 


Of the Eagle and the Raven, 


4 
= 
a 
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ler ir fa nes ? ard the Eagle did lo, at 
by thar means loſt hi, Mur. 
The Moral. 


Thus mary ha ve been deceived through falſe C ih 


A 


Of Eſop's Fables. 


Mey that be glad and joyful ar the praiſing of flar- 
terers ofr-rimes do repent them 3 whereof Eſop 
arſerh to us this Fable, A Raven which was up- 
tree held in his bill a piece of cheeſe, which the 
defired much to have ; wherefore he went and 
ied him in this manner; O gencle Raven, thou art 
genrleſt of all other Birds ; for thy feathers be fo 
iſo bright, and ſhining, and thou canſt alſo well 
p 3 if thou hadſt thy voice clear and ſmall, thou 
)uliſt be che moſt happy of all other Birds. The \ 
| which heard the flattering words of the Fox,be- 
n to open his bill for to fing, and then the cheeſe 
| ro the ground, and the Fox teok it up and cat Its 
d when the Raven ſaw, that for his owa glory he 
as deceived, her waxed heavy and ſorrowtul, and is 
pented him that he had believed the Fox. 


The Moral. 


Wherefore this F able teacheth vs, that we - ww 
; be glad or rejoice in the words of falſe and un. alth go 
alb , nor to believe Flatterers, _ 


_- 
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Of the Lion, the wild Boar, the Bull, and ihr 4 


Hen a man hath loſt his dignity or Omc 
muſt leaye his audacity or hat 
the end he be not hurt and mocked: wherefore 
ſhewerth ſucha Fable, There was a Lion, whid 
His youth was very fierce and cruel; and whenhe' 
come to age, there came to him a wild Boar, wil 
with his teeth rent and burſt 2preat piece of his 50d! 
and avenged the wrong that theLien had done told 
before time, After came unto him a Bull, which (m® 
and hurt him wich his horns:aiſo an Aſs came,wWe 
ſmote him on the forehead with her feet in 
(cornful manner: and the Lion began to weep,l4Yil 
within himfelf in this manner; when 1 was young 
ſtrong,every one dreaded and doubred me ;but 00 
1am old,fecble, & near my death,none ſerteth out 
by me, but of every one I am abuſed:and becauſeth! 


T have loſt my vigor and ſtrength, 1 have alſo loſt 3 
dignity and worſhip, 


The Moral. 


—— erefore this Fable ſbeweth hw we muſt be meek it 
119: lefl we be ſcorn'd of all men in our advt'ſ"), 


Of Eſop's F ables 


Of the Aſs and the young Dog: 


| 


O man ought to meddle wich that which he : 

cannot dc, Wherefore Eſop rehearſeth ſuch a 
ble : Ofan Afs which was in the houſe ofa Lord, 
ich had a little Dog which he loved well,and cat 

dn hisrable ; and the little Dog fawned, and leapt 
01 his gown, & ro all then that were in the houſe 

ſhewed his lore; wherefore the Aſs was envious, 

d ſaid in himſelf, 1f my Lord and his ſervants love 
is miſcreant beaſt that ſheweth his love toward 
jem,by all reaſon they muſt love me,if 1 ſhew kind- 
{s roward them ; and therefore from henceforth 
ill take my diſporry and make joy and play with 
od and his ſervants. And as. the 51s wes $i 
hought and Imagination . 4t hapned that he ber 
ord entring into that houſe, the Aſs vegan ©© Ree 
and ro make cheer, and to fing with Mis yr # ſhoul- 
& approaching toward hisLord,leapt "The Lord then 

er; and began to kiſs and lick him. 4 ſaid, Let thi 
began to cry ou: with aloud » OICE) an be welt b yo 
ful whorion that hurreth we © on ants toc % 
and put zway; . Then mhe Lordyfervant) 


—_— —— 


OS 
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ftares, and began to (mite upon the poor At, 
. beat him fore,cthat he had no more courage to 
'er leap upen his Maſter. 


__— 


IE 
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Of the Lion and the Rat. 
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fv mighry and puiſſant muſt forgive the 
| for oft the jizrle may well give aid:and help 
the great z whereof Eſop rehearſerh ſuch a Fable: 
a Lion which ſlept in aForeſt, and the Racs dilpe 
them abour-him ; ir hapened chat they went up 
Lion whercat he awaked and with his claw he 
ce of them : w en the Rat ſaw her ſelf chus ra 
laid untothe Lion, my Lord, I pray you pe 
me\for. little ſhall you win by my death,and I thow# 
nat to diipleaſe you, Then thought the Lion w® 
hum(elf, that it were no worſhip to put her ro deat 
wherefore he forgave her and ler her go, Afrer vs* 
hapned that the ſameLion was raken inatnare, wh®* 
upon he began rocry, and make ſorrow : and wi 
ie Rat heard him cry,he approathed, and demared 
pat he ailed ? and the Lion ſaid, ſecſt thou how | 
a and bound. with this line? Then (aid - 
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y Lord, 1 will not be nnkind, but ſhall ever re» 
r your great mercy towards me 3 and withal, 
), | ſhall now help you. The Rat then began to 
cord and ſo long knawed thereon, that the * 
brake in ſunder, and the Lion eſcaped, 


The Motal, 


efore this Fable teacheth how that a mighty man 
a to deſpiſe the lirtle or mean; for be that cams 
t by his flrengrh, may give help by bis diligent 


er, 


Of the yung Kite and bis Mt her, 


1 uſt 
of-which 


s a Kire 


FErhat ever doth evil, evght not 
that Dis prayer thi heard” 

trer Eſop rehearſeth rhis Fable : There was $rF- 

ich was ſick, in fo much rhat he had nO erult* 

erhishealth And as he- law himſelf —_ _ 

ble,he pray'd his Morher ihar ſhe on pra L 

r goes for him. His Mother ardwered him, 


68 The Firſt Bk, 


thou haft greatly offended and blaſphemed te 
that no will avenge them on thee; (« 
pray ſt not to them for piery, nor love, but 

. anddread, 


The Moral, 


For he which leadeth an evillife, and in by 
ing is obſtinate, onght not to have hope to bed: 
of bi evil. For when one is faln into extreamſs 

is the time come that he muſt be = ; 
to bis deeds : for he bat offendeth others mk 
ſperity, (call find few friends when he fallethi 
verſity. 


— 


Of the Swalhw, and other Birds. 


: 


HE that believeth not good counſel, ſhall not | 
"to beevil counſelledz wherefore Eſp ie 

ſeth ro us this Fable following. A Plow mat (0 
gdofecd,and the Swallow fecing that of the ſame 


Of Eſop's Fables, 59 
n might have nets and gins, went and (aid to 
Birds, Come ye all with me, and let us 
up' this; for if we let it grow, the labouret 
ake gins and nets totake us all ; butall che 
diſpraiſed her counſel; Then the (wallow, (ce - 
is, went and harboured her (elf in the Plow. 
houſe, And when the flax was grown, and 
up. the labourer made gins and ners to rake 
wherewith he took every day divers of rhoſe 
and brough them home to his houſe Which 
Iwallow ſeeing, (aid, | told you this tefore, bur 

puld not be war ned by me, 


The End of the firſt Books 


THE 


PROLOGU 


| OF THE 
Second Book. 


| Ll manner of Fables are feund to ſea 
Þ what they ſhould enſue and follew, and 
fo what thiy ought to leave and flee yfut Hs 
is as much to ſay in Poetry,as words in Tow) 
| And therefore | write Fables t1 ſhew the goto 
| ditions of good men; for the Law is given! 
treſpaſſes and miſdoers: and becauſe the gr43 

' © juſt be mot ſubjet tothe Law, as we fin 
read of the Athenians, which living fit 
L aw of Nature, and alſo at their liberty 8 
have a King for to puniſh all evil ; but bee 
they were not accuſtomed 10 be inforeed, wy 
any of them was correfied and puniſhed, 
were greatly troubled when the new 
executed Fuitice; becauſe tbat afere that time 
bad never been under any mans ſubjetionjit® 
grievous to them to be in ſervitude, wherefort i 
were ſorrowſul that ever they demanded a Kitt 
Againſt which Eſop rebe arſeth this f able foli® 

| ang 
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firſt Fable of the Frogs ard of Jupiter, 
| [4 


we T Othing is ſo good a5 to live juſtly. and at libers 

| ty 3 for freedome and liberty is better than any! 
Id or filver;whereofEſop rehearſerh ſuch a fable, D1- 
rs Frogs were in ditches and poads at their Own l- 


14 at ty, they altogether with one confert make requeſt 
er "2 Fopiter, thar he would give them a King. an 

, piter thereof began to marvel, and for the Ring N= 
bi |t them down a greatpiece of wood; which, with we 


, 1] thereof, made a great ſound in the water, where 
" ey had great dread and fear : and after, as EY aP* 
/, 1489 2ached to their King for ro make him obey (ance - 
Kitt nd perceived that it was but a piece of wood, rey 
urned againto Fupiter, praying him earneſtly was 
me 0c would give ro them another Ring. TNEN Fupiter 
it 02vc to them che Heron to be their B78» The" - 
retl cron entred into the water, and cat them os a 
Kin: other. And when rhe Frogs ſaw that rhe end 
"+> Wo devour them, rhey began to weep i2 Tuplters _ 
oo Mr cy unto tim ; Bight high and mighry Topaeete 
we pray thee ro deliver us from the _e 7 
Tyrant, which eaterh v£'one afrer ano” l pe 
ſaid apiter to mem, The King which ye 


manded hall be your Maſter. 


72 
Wherefore, when men L a 
ave that which ite 
354 ought to be joyf al and glad : and he tha hi 
hp — Keep it well ; for nothing irbetns 
"2g for Tibert oul 7! p- 116 
Bs wee þ ald not be ſold for all ib: ala 


yy 


Of the Doves, the Kite, and ihe Spathank, 


4 
E that -putreth himſelf under the ſafepund 0 
t me + 442 ay of the evil, ſhall ask help of chemi 
fille of Fey and Ber Oe: according to this preſet 
their King OR which requeſted a SparhawktoX 
': ee , oF 
the Spa-hawk Seca ere from rhe Kire ; and wii! 


fcfhe them 


| . 4 wiſdo nb well 
& a will be the end, ere ry 11 pin -— a + 


LY 
- * 
Ag 
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Of the Thief and 1h? D*Cs 
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F 2 man giveany thing, he that receiverh it ou2H37 

to rake heed to whar end it is given: whereof Ej1p 
hearſerh this fable, There was a Thief that came 

2 a night into a Mans hcuſe for to have robbed h-my 

d the good mans Dog began to bark at him, and 
the Thief did caſt at hitn a piece of hread 3 and 

en the Doe ſaid to hims Thou caſteſt this bread for 

) good will, but onely ro the end that 1 ſhould hold 
y pezce to the intent that tkou may'ſt rob my 
aſter; and therefore it were nor good for me. that. 
or a morſe! of bread Iſhould loſe my life : wheres 
ore po thy wav, or elſe | will awake my maſter and 
all his houſhold The Dog then began to hark, and 
he Thief fled, ard thus by coverouſne's many have 


received reat gifts, which have c.uſed them I< 1016 
their he: ds l 


The Moral. ; 
Whereſnve it is good to conſeder and loch well to Hal 
intent the gift is given. 16 the end that none MAY be b: - 

tray'd by gifts y neither ought any for + ijts 10.8 


treaſon, I 


The Scc5nd Book 


Of the Wilf and the{Siw 


Man ought nor to believe all that he hear®; 
wherefore E/op rehearſeth ſuch a Fable: 0 
Wolf which came towards a Sow, which kept i 
made ſorrow for the great pain that ſhe felt, becant 
The was great with Pig, Ardthe Woii came to 
laying, my ſiſter, make the young pigs ſecure. it 
Joyfully and with good will I ſhall ſerve ard! 
thee : and the Sow then laid to him, Go fort ont! 
way, for I have no need of the help of ſuch a ſervin% 
g for as long as thou ſalt ſtand here, I ſhall nor de 
ver me of my charge ; for thou defireſt nothing «: 
but to have them and cat them. The Wolf then wer 
his way, and anon the Sow was delivered of herpi 


bur if ſhe had- believed him, ſhe had had a forrov 
tul birth, 


. 
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eb ob eobe that fooliſhly believerh foci it by 


q 


07 Eſops Fbles. 


Of the Mexnt ain that (hk. 


Ipht ſo it hapnerh, that he that ſhaketh , hath] 


dread, and is fearful : 'whereof Eſop rehearſerh 
us ſuch a fable: of an hill that beganto rrem- 
and ſhake becauſe of the Mole that delved. and 
the folk ſaw thatthe Earth began to ſhake, they 
ere lore afraid;and durft not come nigh the moun- 
in: but when they knew it was long of the Mole. 
eir doubt and dread ' was turned to joy; and they 
gan all to laugh 


The Moral. 


Therefore men ought not to believe all folk which" be 


ull of great wards,for ſome men wilt greatlyfear we 6-6 
nd danger is, 
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Of the Wolf and the Lam, 


__— 
- {7 
»S-A 


_ 


BY C k 


t 


Sd 
a 


q 5 Lo : At 
| - yz 1 


T* virth calieth rot a man ſo much toget| 
friends, 2s doth the gocdreſs : wheels 
rehearſeth ro us ſuch a Fable ; of a Wolf whichi 

a Lamb among a great herd of Goats,the whi 
ſacked a Goat, aid the Wolf ſaid unto him, this 

rs not thy mother, go and feck her at the mount 
tor ſhe ſhall nouriſh thee more ſweetly and mote 
derly than the Goat will : ard the Lamb an've! 
him, this Goat nouriſketh me inflead of my 3% 
ther, for ſhe lerderh we her papsſoorer than ! 
any of h-r own children ; and yer better it is ſorn 
ro be here among theſe Goars, than ro depart fron 
tence, and to fall intro thy thro at and be deyowed, 


The Moral. 


Therefore he is a Fol, Which, brirg in freedome 

Es favrerh himyelf in danger of dcath ; for belte 
4 ox 4 | | a+ 

* broke ive hardly in ſurety, than ſweetly in peril and 

of 


- 


Of Elops Fables. 


0f the «ld Dog and bis Maſter, 


En ought notto diſpraiſe the ahtient, nor 10 
, Pur them back; for if thou be young, thou 

| hr'ft to deſire greatly ro come to he old alſo rhou / 

20 It to praiſe the as or deeds which they have” 
e In their Young age: whereof Eſop rehearieth 
_ ſuch a fable, There was aLore which had a Dog 
which in his youth had been of good kind, 35 
nely to chaſe and hunt, and have great defire to run 
take the wild beaſts, And when this Dog was come 

vid age, and that he could no more run : it hapn 
© that he ler go, and eſcaped from him an Hart 3 
herefore his Naſter was wroth and angry. mn "1 
eat rage he began to bear him, then the Dog — 
"to him, my maſter, for goo dfſervice thou me ped, 
eevil;for in my young age and proſperity y ver old 
hee right well ; and now that I am come 10 MY 


g 
pe, thou hareſt and ſerreſt me back; FeMEMÞe?, - 


$s ſtrong 
'ay thee, how that in my young age 1 W330 
2nd luſty, and row when I am old and feeble 
(etteſt nothing by me, 


The Moral; . 


b 
Thereſore, who ſa Jotb any good 1n bis your?» 
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his «!d age he ſhall net conjinue in the verine wh 
poſſeſſed in bis yumth, 


0/ the Hares and the Fregrs 


M Enſay commonly, That as the time goeth, 
L muchfolks go z whe reof E/op reheanens 


a fable ; That he which beholdeth the evil of © 

muſt have patience of the evil which may come 

himſelf. For on a time, as an Hunter chaſed ; 
ce for i 


the fields and wood, the Hares began to fl 
and as they ran,they paſſed through a mea 
Frogs ; and when the Frogs ſaw the Hares Fun, 
began alſo to run and flee as faft : One of the Bu 
ſeeing them fo fearful,ſaid unto his FollowyL& 
no more (0 ſearful for wehe nor alonein dread, ® 
all theſe Frogs be in doubt as well as we ; cherefore 
we ought not to deſpair, but truſt and hope 10 
and if a lietle adverſity come upon us, we muſt © 
dearour to bexr it pariently ; for ihe time will 
,. come, that we ſhull be out of all fear and dis 


dow fullt 
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veht nit ts difiruſt; but exer te be im bope, th at 4 
f berter hap will comezeven as p/ace cometh aften 
ard far weather after ratr, 


” — 


tt _—_ 


Of the Wlf and the Kid, 


SP. 
KS] 
ew, 'P ** 

JVDJY) 


Ood children ought to keep the commandments 
of their parents and friends : whereot Eſop 1E- 
earſcth this fable following There was Goat whicl 
had littered her young Kid, and hunger took her, if 
that ſhe would have gore into rhe fie £5 for ro have 
eaten ſome praſs; wherefore ſhe (aid ro NET young Ric 
my child, beware that if the Wolf come hirher _ 
thee, thou open not the door to himeÞ WEEN ee 2 
was pone,the Wolf came to the door,and the 
ſwered hin, Go hence thou evil and foe Jpg rhe 
well 1ſee thee through the hole,tbat t more re 1 ſhal 
{eipneſt the voice of my morher and rncre O | 
keep me well fro.n opening the doors 
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4 lay 1” 

Tous $0:d children onght 10 mark 4nd 4 

hears br precepts , for many an one ih "_ 
fir lack ef obedience 


The Sccnd 3ock 


Of the poor man and the Serpent 


lll 


| M; 


7 þ [© tnat applies himſelf to do other men hu 


| oughr net ro think himſelf ſecvre:; whereln 
Efop rehearſerh this Fable. There was aSerpert uit 
came into the houſe of a poor man, and lived oftix 
which fell from the poor mans rable, for the whit 
Thing there hapned great fortune ro this man, ardit 
came veryrich, But on 2 day this man was ef 
#ngry againſt the Serpent, and took. a ſword, an 
Imotre at him; wherefore the 
ouſe, and cam« no more th 
8 *cr,this man fe!l a 
ACw that by fort 
ich; wherefore 
wa y the Ser 


elf ro che I pray thee that thou 
ur pardon hat I have donethee: 
g thou reper teſt thee | 
'©e; but as Jong as [ live, 
- thy malice: fr as theu hurtcdſt 
ft again, 

£8 The Mora!. 

Wbcrefore that wlih was y:6, evil, /bcll ever fi 


if Sh, . be 
p, * 
. TS; "0G 


 - » & ** 3 M..2 1 £13 i ©. I 


— 


Of Elop's Fables. $t 
: m22 og ht therefore not to infult over himof 
hey receive ſome benefit, nbr yet 16 ſulpel1 it hety 
e friends, 


m— 


Ofthe Hart, the Sheep, and the Walf, 


\ 


Fromiſc that is made by force and for fear, is 
ot to be kept: whereof Eſop rehearſerh this fol- 
ng fable, An Hart in preſence of a Welf, de- 
ded of a Sheep that he ſhould pay a buſhel of 
;and the Wolf commanded the Sheep tg pay it 
when the day of payment was come,the Hart de» 

ded of the Sheep the corn,and the Sheep (aid tO 

, the covenants and protyiſes which are made by 
eand dread, are not to be kepr 3 for it was {(OFc© 

ne, being befare the Wolf, ro-promiſe and gran 
cethat which thou never lendeſt ro. me 3. NETES 
i29vſhalt have nothing of mics 


The: Moral. 
wiſe of 


Wherefore it is good ſometimes 1! make tr» for the & 


4nd greater loſs ; 


e ſmall thi ith : 
ſmall things, to withſt © £deliry: 


L! that are done by force have 


The Second Bk 


Of the Bald man ard the Elie, 


EF alictle evil may come a greater: whe 


| J þ rehearſeth this fabley There was a 
ichpricked a man upon his bald head, and 
{ have fmitten her, ſhe fled awiy; and! 
himſelf; -whereat rhe Flie bepan to 1 
bald man ſaid,Evil beaſt,thou deſerveſts 
bath : 1 ſmore my ſelf, whereat thou didſto 
at if 1 {had hit thee, rhou hadſt ſurtly bt 


The Mor a!. 


wefo re men ſay commbnly, That at the bat 
men none onght 17 langh or ſcorn; but ea 
We ſcornful word! procare many enemies : fu 
e It often hapneth, tha; a few bad ward 


great danger. 


Of Eſop's Fables. 


Of the Fox and the Sterk. 


N 
pt U 


© man ought to do unto others that which 
would nor ſhould be done unto himſelf; 
ich Eſop rehearſerh this fable 3; to wit, Of # 
ich requeſted a Srork to Supper, and the Fe 
meat upon a trencher, the-which meattx 
ight not eat, whereof ſhe rook great diſpleal 
parted to her lodging: & becauſe rhe Fox 
ceived her, ſhe bethought her ſelf Howl 
guile the Fox;for,as men ſay,It is merr 
beguilers, Wherefore the Stork pray 
ome and ſup with ker, and the Sto 
thin a Glaſs, and when rhe Fox woule'% 
reof, he coald nor come by ir,bur onely; 
tfide of rhe glaſs,becauſe he could not i 
ith his m outh. And then the Scork ſai 
ake part of ſuch fare as thou gaveſt me; $4 
ight ſhamefully departed thence, 


The Moral. 


Thus with the ſame Rod which he 
4s beaten himſelf ; therefore 


F 


| 
nts 


The Second Bb 


Of the Wolf. and the Mary h: ad, 


- 


more worthip than wir, whereol & 


NI Ome 
K he; | a Fab'e of a Wolf, which found 
as head, rhe which he turned up anddc 
dt, and ſaid, Ah,how fair and pleaſant 
and now thou haſt in thee neither wing 
fo thou art without voice, ard withas 


ih The Moral, 


? 
Wiberefore men ought not to Lehold the beauty al 
, of! e body, but thegodneſs of the couratt 
melrmes men give glory and worſhip 16ſemeins 
at deſerved it, . 


- 
= 
y 


Of Eſop's Fables. 


of the Fay and the Peacock. 


T One ought-to wear another mans rayment, and 
to be proud thereof as if it were his own: 
reof Eſep rehearſerh to us this fable. There was, 
y which decked an: array'd himſelf with the teluti 
$of a Peacock, & when he was ſo deckt. he w ”Y 
converſed among the Peacocks;and when he 
h them, he began to diſpraiſe his fellows. Al 
n the Peacocks&new that he was nor of their ki 
anon plucked off all his feathers and bear him! 
manner that no feathers abode upon him ; ſon 
I away all naked and hare : and when his Felle 
hm they ſaid. what Gallant cometh licre2whe 
his feathers which he had a while ago? harh 
ſhame ro come into our company ? Then all ? 
$ came unto him, and bear him ſaying If rhAal 
it been content with thy own raymenr,thou had 
ven put to this ſhame, 7 
The Moral, -— 
V herefyre it is nt good to wear other meng clothg? 
many there are which brag much of that which is 
If wh 


The Second Book 


Of the Mule and the Flie, 


Oui make a great labour which have no 


whereof Eſop rehearſech this fable. There 

ter Which had a Cart that a Mule drew { 
nd beeauſe that the Mule went not faſt cnouph 
Elie faid ro the Mule, ah lazy -Mule, why goeff 
ter ? I ſhall fo greatly prick thee, thatl 

go lightly, The Mule anſwered, God 

bon from the Wolves,for | have no great 

F of thee, but I dread and doubt for m) 

tis upon me, which conſtrainerh meto 

[3 and more I ought to dread and dous 
zee, which art nought, and of novaix 


The Mora!. 


” Wherefore men orght,not 19 fear them which a 
” Habefeared 
s.'£ 


—_ 


"—= 


in 


Of Eſop's Fables. 


Of the Ant and the Flie, 


make boaſt and vaunting is but vain glory: 
whereof Eſop rehearſerh this following Fabk 

w2s a1 Ant and a Flie which ſtrived roge «a 

which w25 the maſt noble of them borh:} | 
aid to the Ant, come hither Ant, wilt thou & 

thy ſelf with megthat dwell in the Kings Pa 

eat and drink at his table? and alſo t-kils 

and Queen, and the moſt fair maidens : « 
miſcreant beaſt art ever within the Earth 

nt anſwered the Fly, ſaying, Now know I -w 

anity and folly, for thau vaunreſt thee of / 

eof chou ſhouldſt be diſpraiſed ; for in all wia 
re thou fleeſt, thou arthatrtd and put or 

in great danger, and as ſoon as Winter © 

ſhalr- die ; but I ſhall abide alive with 
nber or hole, whereas [eat and drink at ple 
the Winter ſhall not forgive thee thy milk 

all ſlay rhee, %4 
The Moral, Fl 
bas he that will mach and diſpraiſe ethers, 
ts lock well into himſelf; for it is more 
ard amend our own fault s, than to lock ingh 


The Second Book 


Of theWolf,hhs Fox, and the 4pe, 


A ttt. th ik. !!SSt© SStMFtcl@ac cm Aw 


* man that once falleth into any evil fai 
© fhall live with diſhonor, and in ſuſpi 
are and howbeir chatin adventure he purpoe il 
dfitable thing ro ſome orher, yet he ſhe 
wed and belicyed : whereof Eſp reheue 
$Rable following. There was a Wolf tha 
was an arrant chief, and a robber of pov 
the Fox anſwered and ſaid that he |" 
bs a good & true man, and that he 4:0 
ofir:and then the Ape which was(tl 
ven them}, gave ſentence, 4:4 (4d oh 
Tome hicher, chou laſt loſt ail chat "il 
kmdeſt : and chou Fox, [ belicve wth 
Fulurped and rotyed ſomeciing, howbel 
emeſt it in Juſtice: bur char peace may *Wil 
ay borh, ye ſhail parr rogerher your 2999 
mbar none of you both have any whok 
ethat is accuſtomedco rob & ſtcal,wit 
abſtain or refrain himſelf from"? 
der evermore beguilerh another; &X6 


Of Eſop's Fables $g 
Ave found them both guilty and ſuſpitious, 
t ok accord, and part halt by half, 
The Moral. 


refore they that be accuſtomed to an) fraud, de + 
, eas ſhall ever live in great miſlibe and 


— —— > 


Of the Man and the Weeſel, 


_\ 


En ought well re confiderthe courage 
thought of Him that doth good, -arete 
vherefore he doth it 3 where. 'h; db 
le: of a man which tovk a Weeler wh 
frer Rats withirrhis houfe-z and alter,s 
taken the Weeſel, he- would 4 
the poer Weeſel ſaw the wrath n 
ſhe cryed unto him for mercy, | 
ord, I require and pray theet 
on me, and thar thou wite 


t ſervi-e I have done thee 

d the Rars our of thy houſe, "Aw 

didſt ir nor for the love of mea 

done it to fill thine own" 
: .: «a 

Ws : . 
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hadſt done it for the love of me, I would 
warded thee for it ; but becauſe thou didf 
ro ſerve me, but-toler and damage me, ( (for ut 
Rars could not eat rhou beareſt away) & 

en far with my bread thon muſt render andy 
me all rhe fatneſs which thou haſt gotten heres 
rhat- robbeth muſt be robbed, Fuxtaillad,y 
pilabuntar, 


The Moral. 
For it ſufficeth not to do well, but menmif 
good intent in doing of it ; wherefore Twill w 


thee ſeeing then deferveſt no mercy, but prefeai 
thee ro death 


Of the Ox and the Fre. 


» - Þ4 


4” 


oor man ought not ro compare hit 

that is rich, as E/ep ſhewerhco us 0 
& There was 2 E rog in a medov 
* hard by in a paſture,% perceiving! 


”yY 


lf btle ſhe began co (well 2 
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Ox, and ſaid to her Children, am I not now as 
as the Ox, and as mighty 2 and ber Children 
nay Mother, for when we behold the Ox, you 
nothing like in bigneſs to him. Ar theſe words 
og began moreto [well ; and when the Ox faw 
de and folly of the Frog,he trod upon her with 
2r, and brake her all topicces, 


The Mora!, 


refore it is not gd0d f cr the por man ts compare 
Ifwith the rich, but rather to content himſelf in bis 
63 left ty ſtriving beyond his power be purchaſe 

the ill will of the wealthy, but work withal bis 
2 and overthrow. © 


The end of the ſecond Book. 


92 


The third Book 6f the ſubtil Fi 
of ESOP, 


The firſt Fable is of the Lion anl 
the Shepherd. 


y that are mighty and puifſant ought 
© be undmindful of rhe benefirs done unto! 
poor & ſimple, & ought alſo ro requite! 
mm as in them lieth : as this fable of Eſq 
I ſheweth us,of a Lion which ran aftera* 
g he ran, a thorn entred into his foot; whid 
fd hurt and grieved him greatly whereſott 
tor go bur,as well as he could, he came! 
verd which was keeping ſheep, and beguv 
him with his cail, ſhewing his foot which 
+ the Shepherd was in great fear anddre 
before rhe Lion one of his Sheep, bu! 
demaiidet no meat; for more he deſired 
Some help and caſe of his foot, than 


Of Eſop's Fables, 9 


Z 
t. And when the ſhepherd ſaw the wound, he v.th 
needle ſubrilly drew the thorn out of his foot, 
nut of the wound all rhe rotten fleſby.and cor- 
m,& #noipted the wound with fuch fiyeer oyn:- 
is hat anon the Lion was whole, And for to ren- 
hanks unto the Shepherd, the Lion kiſſed h's hand 
t again to the wood And within a while a'rer 
apned that the Lion was taken, and conveyed to 
City of Rome, and; was pur among other b -.i's 
0s our the mildoers, It-alſo hapned in proceſs 
me,[that-the ſame Shepherd, commited an of - 
for] which he was Judged to be devourcd of 
$and as ſoon as he was caft in among thern, rhe 
knew him, and began ro behold him and lick- 
In with his tongue; and kept him from all other 
$ Then knew the Shepherd that it was the ſame 
1 which He had made whole. and that he » ould 
recompence him forthe good which he had cone 
uy  Wherear all the Agmany were greatly abaſh- 
and would alſo know the cauſe of ir, why he wi; 
heriſhed dy the wild beaſt And when they knew 
cauſe, they gave leave ro the Shepherd .o g> 
be, and (cnt the Lion to the Forreſt, 


The Moral. 
1.50 


onght therefore ro-render thanks to theiriBen 
"rt; for inyratituds is diſpleaſing to'Gango 
Tall ts men+ ' 7 Rm 
if hes p 
'SMait; 
> i308 
mt 
' *&3V q 
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» 


The Third Book 


"Of. the Lyon atd the Horſe. 


| þ- Ach one oughe to ſhun diſſkmulation ; for | 
. J1_,oughr ro feign himſelt otherwiſerhan heis; 


p 5 vp rehrearſerh unto us by this Fable, There 


6 wh ſaw an Horſe eat graſs in a meadgyy 

Je1n; rous to-devour the Horſe he wentt9 
na God keep thee my brother : 1amag 

ec and becauſe thou haſt a ſore foot, I wi 

k Horſe knowing well the Lion's evil i 

Tam glad, brother of thy coming hither, 
ow that thou wilt make my foot whole,&t 
{ ro the Horſe,ler me ſee thy footat 

on ity rhe Horſe {more hm 
| ſuch wiſe that he brake his head; ard 
» the ground,being hurt ſo grievouſly 
nardly riſe again, And being up agat 
If. Surely I am well worthy of this 
eth evil, evil cometh to him: and bc 
abled, and feigned my ſelf robean 
eas I ſhould hgye ſhewed my ſelf a 
zerefore have received a mect reward 
| The Mora), 


4 every one onght to ſhew himſelf plat 


| 
i: 
I 


Of Elops Fables. 


Of the Horſe and the Aſt, 


E that is fortunate and happy, knows not how 
ſoon he may be poor and miſerable. And there: 


xe none ought rodeſpile the ſimple, bor cath ! 
yok him(clf may become as mean and poor,) 


"& 


Eſp ſheweth us this'fable : There was 


Jorle ich was well harneſſed and apparelledy 


$ ſaddle Tichly furniſhed with gold : this 
with a poor Aſs ſore ladenin a narrow Wayzd 
taule the Aſs turned not back, inconti 


orle ſaid ro him unmannerly beaſt, 


d ſhame, beareſt thou no reverence unto yL 
Nho holderh me now, that I with my't 

ot thy head, beeauſe thou giveſt not pla 
vpas by thee? The poor Aſs anſwered 
ord, bur was ſorry : and after that, he wot 
eaten him, wherear the Aſs held his peace. 
and age, and ſo the Horſe went his was 
vittin a white after, ir befell, that forruns 

161 fo down, that this fair Horſe! 
" ian, ard fick, and ot of all prop 
E 2 


F 
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his maſter commanded he ſhould be had int 
rown; and in ſtead of his rich ſaddle, men ſhe 
put on his back a pannier for to bear dung to t 
fields, Now ir hapned, that the Aſs which wa 
meadow eating graſs, perceived the Horſe,and k 
him well; whereat being greatly abaſhed hen 
led much how he ſhould be come fo poor anda 
and as the Aſs went towards him, he (aid, ha felk 
where is now-thy fair ſaddle,and thy Tich bridlep 
niſhed with gold? how art thou now become (olew 
whar hath thy pride prgfited rhec,and the greatpe 
{:zmprtion which once rhou did'ſt ſhew ro me? thi 
now how thou ar: lean and unthrifty, and howth 
and [ be not of one office. And gow the miſers 
and unhappy Horſe was abaſhed, and for ſhame log 
ed downward,and anfwered never a word;for all 
elicity was clean turned in adverſity, 


GE, The Moral. 
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vefore they that 62 in felicity ought not 16 mud 
Tarn that be in adverſity, for many have bet 
: 4 . | 4 d. 

xx} cas are in great poverty end nee 


id . 
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Of Elops Fables. 


Of the Birds and of the Beaſts; 


SA, >: 
| AZIES 


Ne man carrot ſerverwo maſters which be cons 
trary one to another, as Eſop ſhewerh in this 
ſent fable. Cn a time the Feaſts made prear war 
ga'nſt the Birds, & whey fought often together, And 
ie Bat feating the Wolves ard that the beaſts wev'd 
rquiſh them, ſke thought in her mind, and ſaid: 
r (elf, We are nor able to overcome ther 
therefore 1 will ſave my life & go Kt 
m And when the barrel was ordered of 
he Eagle began to enrer inro the'ba elof. 
by ſuch a ſtrength, that with the hehoFme 
| wo 1 
ds be got the field, and Vanquiime the ? 
nerefore the Beaſts mad e pereEwarbahe: 
ere a!l of one accord, and onewl 
{on that the Bat had made fhe wages 
oſce the day, and never ot wt'o 
icd allo, ſhe was diſpoiled of alFer 
- The Moral, "7 - : 
So he that will ſer ve two Maſters ca 
Iher, is not accounted 1 aſt or eres 
leave their own Maſter to ſerve a fit 


F 


" to bim, are worthy 16 be pun! 
ſuth, to man can ſerve. bath Gul 
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Of the Ni.:hiingal andibe Sparbawh. 


| E that oppreſſerh the innocent ſhall harezx 
= 4Lvilcnd; whereof Ep rehearſerh this favlek 
ings There was a Sparhawk which pur hink 
(1 of a Nightingal, where he ſourdit 


| ng bird The nga! came and perceiredi 
z an 


efore rayec required him to harepl 
yo - : and the Sparhank anſwerec 
ou wilt char I grant thy requeſt, choumal 
Aweerly after my will. And the Nighting 
ſweetly,not with che heart, but with! 
or ſhe was filled with ſorrow, thatowe 
rt not fing: The Sparhawk ſaid tore 
is ſong pleaſeth me not ; and then! 
he young Birds and devoured it, Ants 
ve devoured another,there came a Hut 
{did caſt 2 nec upon the Sparhawk ; 
ould have flown away, he might not; i 
en, 
a The Moral. 


reſore be that hurteth the rnnocent, (1 wi 
wy evil death, as Cain did ſor killing 3% 


FX 


Of Eſep's Fatles 


Of the Wolf and rhe Fox. 


drrune helperh both good and evil folk, s 


them which ſhe helpeth, no evil hapnerh ul 


n; but they that ſertheir malice ageinſt form 
ſubverred anc overthrown by her ; WHErE@E 
arfeth a fable, There was a Wolf which 
hered rogerher a great prey of mear,thathen 
herrer live deliciouſly, whereof the FoX Und 
vy 3 and that he might ſteal ſome of tha 
ent into the cxve of the Wolf, and ſaid re : il 
ſip, »ecauſe thar it is long ſince I ſaw ths \ 
eat heavineſs and ſorrow, ard a!ſo bee 
me we have not been converſant rogerhers 
e Wolf knew the malice of the Fox, he 
rr nor come hither to ſee how I fare, but il 
or which words the Fox was angry, ane 
hepherd, and faid, Ifrhou wilt be aver 
'olt which is enemy to thy herd,  rhis' 
thim into thy hands. And the Shephere 
be Fox thus, if thou do as thau ſayeſt,l ſhi 
E 4 'F 


Pp 


*& 


% 
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well for it; Then the Fox ſhewed him the\ 
wherein he was, and the Shepherd incontinent s 
thither, and with a ſpear he killed the Wolf. 

this means the Fox was well refreſhed with i 
Wolts Viauals ; bur as he returned home, he 
Gevoured of Dogs: Wherefore he ſaid unto hink 
BecquſtFhave donetyil, evileemeth to me, © 


"The Moral, 


F oy! ſow Fet wins! þ 1a hig/agfiery and eviltg high 
vil > O17 SE | 
, . _— L / C 


EE EB | F h 
Of Abt Hart and the Quitgr, || 


: 
: 


= 4 
En ſometime praiſe that which ſ:ould bes 
+ praiſed, and oftentimes men blame and © 
Ethar which ſhould he praiſed as Eſopſhevel 
4h lowing fable. It hapned that a Hartupon 
Earank in a fountain or well, and as he drank 
ms head which was horned, whexefore he pra 
4 his horns; and as he looked on his legs whd 
leng 1nd mall, he diſpraiſed and d 1\iked tht, 
ad as he was drinking, he heard the voice and 
ng of Dogs, wherefore he would have fled into 
Ecrreft ro have ſaved himſelf:ard as he ſaw the yh 
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near him,he would fain have entred within'a Buſh; 
d by;but he might not, for his herns kept him our 
{ when he (aw that he might nor eſcape, he began 
y within himſelf, I have blamed and difpraiſed 
y legs, which have been to me profirable, and have 
ziſed my orns, whichbe now rhe cauſe of my death 


The Moral. 
Men 042 bt not therefore to diſpraiſe the thing 14-49 
oft able, nor praiſe the thing that is unprofitable. Toey 
abt ts praiſe and love the Church of Chriſt, and all 
eCommandments of the ſame. They ought alſo to diſ-| 
aiſe = flee all fin and vice, which is both-evil and 


# L. % 
| 2% 


| ONPSINNINED + 2 © Dk ONS 
f the Goddeſs Juno, and Venus, with uber wom-n., 1 


>u+ ©» 
Rfore the Gods and Goddeſſes men mull 
J praiſe chaſtiry, for it is worſhipful and l 
teſt thing co every man, to hol himfelf well.cat 
lene, But Venus for her diſport, and £0 
awiy the time, would interpret the ſaying ® 
liens, wherefore ſhe demande@# a Hen al 
n her houſe, Bur ar this time, 1 ſhall k 
onuc, and ſpeak no ſurrher thereeh, fer 
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men have ſcen and read a!l this Book, and urderf 

all che matter ofir ; and becauſe it 15 little and hone 
& that we be alt bovnd to keep Ladies in their we 
ſhip and honour,and allo in every place-ne ought 

Praiſe them, we will now ceale to enquire further! 
his marcer and hiftory,”which we ſhall leave in Ly 
for great Clerks, and cſpecially for them tharvl 
{pend their time to ſtudy and read the gloſs of Fig 


Of the Knight and the Widow. 


Boman thr liverh in this world without re: 
Exand blame is worthy to be praiſed gre! 
ep rehearſech a fabic of a man and 2 w0 
E loved well cach-other, It hapnedto then 
death (which we every one muſt ſuffer} 
aid man died, and 25 men would bave bors 
grave, which was without the.rown,hjs wii 
Eriorrow, and we pt pirioully : and when he 
ed; the w Id remain ſti!l upcn the grave, * 
Fa little lodge or 1 ue thereupon 2nd out of 
be ſhe po never Cepart for any fair words, 


any. giſtmor for diſpleaſure of her parenn 
on 


*XD 


Of Elop's Favler. 163 
aw it hefel in the rown that a robber was condem- 
1to be hanzedzand.co the end he ſhould nor be ta- 

a dawn from the pallows, commandmentwas given 
4 Knight ſhould keep him 3 .and as the Knight 
im he had a great thirſt, and perceiving the 
pe of the ſaid woman,he went unto her;& defired 
togive him ſome drink, and ſhe with good hearc 
wetim drink, and when he had drank he rerurned 
wird the pallows, This Knight came anotker time 
the woman to comfort her;zand three times he did 
pd: and as he was thus going and coming, doubting 
{ nobody, in the mean timethe man hanged was 
ken from the gallows 3 and when the Knight was 
ne tothe gallows. and ſaw hiFdead man gore, he 
$preatly afraid,and not without cauſe; for he was 
arged with him upon pain of death, thar if it were * 
ken away. this Knight ſhould ſuffer death: and in- 
actinenrhe-went to the ſaid woman, and kifled her 
xt,and hay before her as if he had been dead : andy 
> aid, wy friend what wilt thou that I do for thay 
a's aid he, 1 pray thee that thou help and coun If F 
at my need ;. for now becauſe { have nor kept 
Theif well, I muſt ſuffer death.,And then the woma 
id, donor fear my friend, for 1 will fin4 a r.eaes to 
leliver thee 5 ſor we will take'my husband and hang 
bm inſtead of rhe Theif, Then bega7-ſhe ro delve” 
zad took ou'of the Earth her husband, and at night * 
hinged him-on the gallows.in ſtead of che theif 2 
74/aid tothe Knight, Right dear friend, I pray thee 2 
keep it (ecter, far wedo ir ſecret! y,: | - 


© 


The Moral: .- 4.1 ja Digne 
A T . » oy —_— 15 : 
Thus dead men Fave ſome that ſorrow for them, but 


Ihe ſorrow is ſ2on gone and paſt; they that be alive bar = 
de rot dread them, bat their dread -ce «ft 2naees 
4, e0/4d,. "A = 
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Of the Takng- man and the commyn H gl. 


T vs l Pp . 


FP. common and fooliſh woman, E/e rehe 
SLATS to 'us rhis fable: There was a woman na 
—=s - 

"*% 


wmteh becauſe of her feigned love was the 
wot many young men + to one that hadhe 
zefore thar time,fhe ſaid,my right dear 
d,1 ſuppgſerthat of many an one amdefir 
az neverrheleſs,l ſhall ſer my love on thee 
nerefore I pray thee that thou wilt be mi 
bethine; for all thy goods | care not, 
jeer body, But he that knew well the & 
e woman; anſwered her right (wee, 
will are both one; for thou art ſhe 
and ſhe that I ſhall love 2ll the time 
$gou do no more dece.ye me 3 bur becaul 
deceived me in times paſt, I am ihe mo 
thee. Bur notwithſtanding this, thou 4 
Wan and fair in the fight of me. 


The Moral. 
» one beguileth the other; fr the lid 
Warlot is not to be treſted : 1h 1 evghteft 1h! 


that the comm: tn waman alway; lovelh ih 
e than thee, 


Of Elop's Fables, 


of the Father and the evil Sin. 


"To wile Father ovghreg chaft 
Ara in their young age and nom 
are. old, for then it is much difficulry tg 
0 bow 4, as E/op rehearſeth to us a fables 

| vo which had an; the-which did nothin 

a 0 BY one, 5U | WiSpoing Ve ' 
town ; And the Father, fer the miſ-rule 

un, brawled ever, and beat his fervants, telli 

na fable of Plow: man or labourer, w 

dull by the horns tro an Ox 3 the Bullw 

bound, bur (mote ſtrongly at the man wit 
d lanched at him. wich vis horns : At 
nd, the labourer ſaid ro-them, | Þ 

rd you both together ,ta. the end. rha! 

4 ome {abour-: bur 1 will, that the. lealte 
m is,the Bull,he learned, 2nd raught of oþ he 

"ich is the Ox : for 1 muſt (ſid | 
f) bind chem rhus cogerher,, tothe @ 


Py 
-_. 
i 


1 which is young, fic: ce, mali 
aitenor hurt no body, whereof gears 
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cotne to re : but know, that the Ox ſhall reachviſh 
govern Lim well, therefore I aye bound them 1; 


rOgener, 


The- Moral. 
IWhereby this fable ſhewe:h as, That the F ather 


ba:h 10 teach and give good example to the Child, i 
cheftiſe him while be is yoang 3 for he that loveth 
Child will cyaltiſe him, 


—_— ———_—_— 


of the S, rpent and the File. 


HHINIORNINNA 


\ 


/ 


i 


j 


| 


(LIL 


| \\ 


| 


thor, that is to wit 7ſ+p,” rehearſerh uti 

2 fable of twwoevils, faying a Serpente 
ime within a Forge of a Smich, ſort 
ome meat for her dinner ; it hapned that 

a File, which ſhe began to gnaw withh 
n ſaid the File to her, If thcu do bite ard 
ſhalr thou do me no hure, bur thou ſhib 


WH; for by my Rrenpth all che Iron 1s plain 
merefore thou art a fool to gnaw me: ſort 
hat nevi] may hurt or datyage anoth 

dof rhe hard, for one hard {+ all nor break 

or ewo envious men ſhall not beth rice sf 


TS | 
6 
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Whrrefore be th. t is mighty maſt love bim that is as 


4; 
S - 


A A re re 
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Of the Wolves and the Sheep. 


ch men as have a good head,and a good captat 
ought not to leave him ; for he that leaverh ; re» 
h afterward; as Eſop rehearſeth to us this” 
le: Of the Sheep which h2d war and diſſentiony 
the Wolves, and becauſe that the Wolves were 
ſtrong ſor theSheep, theSheep took for their helgy 
Dogs and the Weathers allo, and then was the 
nel of the Sheep great and ſtrong, and they foughs 
dridoriouſſy a gainſt the Wolves, that rheypur chem 
fight ; ard when the Wolves ſaw rhe Ripguret 
ir advecſariez,they ſene- anEmbaſladgr rowelna rl 
rep for to have peace among them Xt 
n>alador aid unto the Sheep mn this mar $ 
il give us the Dogs, we ſha!l (wear unto yo! | 
* ſhall never keep nor hoid war againſt you, AMI 
Skee pan(v. ercd, if ye will ſwear hereto, we thall 
patient: and thus they made peace together, hues 
oh 
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the Wolves kille d che Dogs, which were Captaig 

. the Sheep 2 wherefore, when the little young Wo 
were grown to their age, they came to each part 
contrived and aſſembled them rogether; and all 
one accord and will,ſaid ro their anceſtors k& fathe 
we muſt eat np all the Sheep: rheir fathers anſwe 
and ſaid unto them, We have made peace with the 
neve:th-!eſs the young Wolves brake the peace, 
ran fiercely pon the Sheep, and "rheir fathefyai 
them: Arid chus becauſe the Sheep had delivered 
Dogs to the Wolves, wh ich were their Capraing, the 
were all deſtroyed. Therefore it is good to keeſ t 
a good Caprain, which may ar need ſuccour and he | 
for a true friend at need js þetrer then gold: forift 
Sheep had kept the Dogs with them, the Wolves k 

- not devoured ct.cm. 


0 
[4 1 


3 The Moral, | 
fore it is a ſure thin 10 beep well the le 
retefor and good friend. 


4 
wm 
- 
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Of the Man and the Wood. 


= 


= 


Fc; aid and kelp to hisenemy, | 
Re caulc 0. b's own death z as Eſ-p ichewie 
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this Fable, There was a man which made an Ax, 
{ a/rer he had made it, heasked of the Trees an 

Ile for itzand the Trees were content to give him 

, And when ke had made faſt the handle tothe 
x, he began to cur, and throw down to the ground 
the Trees: wheretore the Oak aud Aſh faid; If we 
cut,it is but right and reaſon,for of oar own ſelves 

be cut and thrown down 

The Moral, 

nd that it is not god far one to put bimſelf into the 

gr and ſubjeftion of his enemy. as then may | ſee by 
u preſent Fable : for men onght not to give the fleff 
| they be beaten, | 


Of the WAIf and the Dog. 


| Ibetry. or -freedome. is a gallart thing 
Ef rehearſeth i Fable, A 4 
chance met together ;and the Wolf 

© 199, how he: came to be ſo-far+- rhe! 
| Chine, kepe my Lord's houſe, arid 
" the-rhieves which came i yer 
Wherefore he and his men give mepleni 
"ereby 1 am fair and far, And the 
lm, It is well (aid my brother ; and 


Tf, TY 
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thou fareſt there ſo well, I have *a very preat def 
dwel with rhee, to the intent that rhou and may} 
dine together, Well, faid rhe Dog, Come thou 
me, if chou wilt be at thy eaſe as | am, 2nd hae 
dread nor doubr of any thing. Then the Wolfye 
withrthe Dog; and as they wen: by the way,the\ 
beheld the Logs neck, which was all bare of hair 
demanded of che Dog, and ſa:d, My brother, why 
thy neck fo bare ? and the Dog ſaid, It is by realen 
my great coller of Iron, to the which daily lam 
ned, and arnight 1 am unhound for to keep the! 
the betrer > Then ſaid the Wolf ro the Dog, It 
am #in liberty will not be put inſuck ſubjeRien 
bound, and need not: and therefore, if thou belt 
cuſtomed thereto, and likeſt of ir, continue ſoft 
and ſpare nor; for I will nor leave my liberty to1 
my dudy, The Moral; 

En which we learn, That Liberty ir 10 be regend 

Fealth. 


Fe \ gs 4 - 


- Of the Handy, the Feet an the Belly, 
_ 


T4 ” 2 i. 
bo - oO 
k . : 
> 3, oh, 


=$;*; 
ASSN 


-- 


(hill one do any good to another, which 


ado no good to his own felt 2 as hou may 
ec 
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by this fable of the Feet and the Hands, which 
ime haJ great ſtrife with the belly, ſaying, All 
we may or can get by our labour, thou cateſt it, 
yer thou doſt no ook wherefore thou ſhalt have 
re of us, but we will let thee die for hunger - 
when the Belly was ſore hungrygſhe began to cry 
alas, I die for hunger, give me ſomewhat ro eat; 
the Feet and Hands ſaid, Th:u | 90mm nothing of 
* 2nd becauſe that the belly could have no meat to 
ain it,the conduirs through which the meat paſſed 
ame (mall and narrow,and within few daies after, 
feet and hands.through the feebleneſs which they 
would then have laboured to ger mear for the 
ly, bur ir was too late; for, by too long faſting, 
conduits were joyned rogether,and therefore the 
xs mightnot do good to the other, that is,to wit, 
telly : and he that governeth not well his belly, 
great pain he doth hold the other limbgug 
ir ſtrengeh and yertue, Of 


Sabie 
The Moral, 


Wherefore a ſervant ought to ſerve well his Maſter, 1® 
end that his Maſtey hol and beep him honeftly,a 

rceive good reward of him,when his Maſter fballſe 

! faithfulneſr, | | 


% 
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Of the pe and the Fox. 


qor and the rich, Eſop rehearſethak 
Ape, which pray'd the Fox to lend 

Es tail for to cover his buttocks there 
hs to him, Wha: doth thy long tail 
waileth thee nothing, bur lerterh thee, 

Ealecreth rice, may be good for me, 

ould that ir were yet longer. Format 

acall foul and dazled that it ſhould' 

honour as to coyer thy foul Lurms 


The Mora', 


erefore away the thirg that this bod 
it afterward thy ſelf. 


Of Eſop's Fables 


Of the Merchant and the Aſs 


any be tormented after their death ; where 
fore men ought not to haſten their own de 
ts rehearſeth by this fable of a Merchant, o 


in Aſs laden to the market ; and to be ſootx 
ker he bearthe Aſs,& ſo fore pricked him;whei 
the poor Aſs wiſhed and defired his own deat 
ing that after his death he ſhould be ar relE; 

r he was well beaten he died. Then his dai 

le him to be flay'd, and of 'his skin he made: 
w\ych be ever beaten v5 "= 


” 2 
- 
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lil thus what pain ſee ver men having daring 

; (hey onght not ta defire or wiſh their deat 
there be that have great pain in this ward 

beve greater in another world : fr 4 

a dtath but for bis merits. 
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Of the Hart and the Ox, 


*WQ* 


\\ He 


ly 
(ks 
5s, » 


* 
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DV out by flying none is aſſured to eſcape 
anger from which he flieth: as is ſhewe 
IE. . There was an Hart which ran before 
iS he end that he ſhould nor be caken; 
mo the firſt [gwn thar he found, andent 
ble wherein were magy Oxen ; co whot 
me cauſe why he wes come hither,praj 
y would ſave him,” And the Oxen 
, Alaſs poor Hire, thou art among vs! 
would'ﬆ be more ſure in the fields 
Perceived or ſeen of our Maſter,cerw 
Ederd Alaſs tor piry,ſaid rhe Haryl 
a will hide me within your rack,chatl 


red ; and ar night I ſhall go hence, 
y [elf into a ſure place, Then oneo! 
ie, and pave hay to the Oxen; and 
he went'away, and ſaw notthe Hi 
Hart greatly rejoyced, weening 
L the peri! of death: wherefore he rendl 
the Oxen, But one of the Oxen 26 
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\ 1: ic eaſie to eſcape our of the hands of the blind, 
ir is hard ro eſcape from the hand of them that 
welt ſee. For if our Maſter come hither, which 
> ove an hundred eyes,cerrainly thou art dead, 
perceive thee : And if he ſee thee. not, certainly 
arr faved, and ſhalt go forth on thy way ſurely, 
Maſter within a ſhore while after went into the 
and after he had demanded to ſee the Ha 
kw as before en,he went himſelf and feſr 

2s hefelt the Hay, he felt alſo-the horns of 
it with his hands 5 and rohimſelf, he ſaid, 
is this chat I feeFhere 7 And being afraid, cal- 
ſerrants,and adked how that Hart came there? 
they faid ro him, farely, my Lord, we cannot 
| "Then their Lor& was glad, and made the Harr 
efaken Ind Nain 3 and the Lord made a great 
wro have him @aren, 


-» The Noral. 
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bepneth therefore oftentimes, That he which 
þ ta fly, 11 taken ere he begs; wherefne n 
alwgjes 30 beep themſelves, from doing ſuch things 
by they nerd 16 fly. | 3 
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Of the Ape and the Lion, and of their converſatig 


| 


FO be converſant among men of evil life, k 
wag very perillous ; as Eſop rehearſeth by1 
able, There was a Lion ſtrong and might 
n. de himſelf King, for ro have the greater! 
zang-glory + and from henceforth he begun 
E's conditions and cuſtome, fhewing hiwk 
s,and (wearing that he would hurt ro bt 
| keep them lafe againſt every one. Al 
is promiſe he repented hirm,becauſei 
nd hard try his own kind And the! 
he was angry, he led with him ſomes 
da ſecret place, for to cat and devour ths 
emanded, if his breath ſtank, or not; 
tt tank : and all they that anſwered! 
ly killed and devoured chem Ir hapned 
reſt, that he demanded of the ape, 
th ſtank or nor; & the Ape anſwerd, 
withal,thar ic ſmelleth as ſweet as any BY 
S the Lion had ſhame to flay the Ape3 
8 ſubti! falſhood for to pur him to d& 
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+ ſeigned himſelf ſhortly alſo to be ſick, and com- 
-:rded that all his Leeches & Surgeons ſhould come 
fore him. When they were come, he commanded 
bem to 'cok on his Ulrinezand when they ſaw ir,they 
:dto him, Sir, be of good comfort, and you ſhall 
on be whole : and the Lion ſaid, alals, right fain 
ould I eat of an Ape. Certainly ſaid his Phyſicians, 
tatis very pood meat for you. Then was the Ape ſens 
r, ard notwithſtanding that he worfhiptully (pake, 
xd anſwered to the Kirg, the King made him to die, 
ad devoured him, 
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I is perillons therefore , and very harmful to be in 
be fellowſhip of a Tyr ant ; for though it be againſt aH 

ity and conſcience, his will muſt ftand for a law ; 
uf whatſoever he commands muff be put in pradtic 
bough i: tend to the ruin of his beſt ſubjefts, ” 


TkeEnd of the Third Book, 
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The fourth Book of the ſubti! 
Fables of Eſop. 


The firfl Fable maketh mention of th: 
Fox and the Raiſmns- 


is not ſo wiſe which defireth any thing th 
ay not have, as rehearſeth this pre 
Of a Fox which beheld the Raiſins t 
dn a Vine, which he greatly deſired, An 
faw that he could ger none, he turned i 
rinco joy, and ſaid, theſe Raifins be ſowr ; a! 
Tome 1 would not cat them, 


The Moral. 


Ti refore he is Wiſe that feigneth not 19 deſire! 
be that be would willingly have. 


Of Eſops Fables, 


Of the Weefle and the Ratsi 


Tis herter for a man to have wit than ſtrength” 

Ei ſhewerh by this Fable. There was an 
Weeſel which might no more take Rats 3 where 
he was ofren hungry, and thought thar ſhe wouk 
lide her ſelf within the flowre,co take the Rats wild 
ame toeatir. And as the Rats came to the ri 
he rook and eat rhem one after another. And” 
the oldeſt Rar of all perceived her malice, he 
thusin himſelf ; certainly I ſhall keep me well in 
thee, for | know well thy malice and falſhood.” 7 
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Teerefore he is wiſe that eſcapeth the malice 8 
wn) by wit rather than by force, 


The fourth Book 
Of the Wolf, the Shejheard, ard the Anty, 


I 


and as he fled he wet a Shepherd, to whoa 
my friend,l pray thee tell not ro him that fol. 
be . which way I am gone : and the Shep 
Wd unto him, fear ncth'ng, 1 ſhall ſhewtohim 
ay: when the Hunter came he demanded 
erd which way the Wolf went, The 
Goth w;cth his head and eyes ſhewed the 

E place where the Wolf was, and with is 
tongue ſhewed the contrary. Burt the Wot 
well all the falſe dealing of the Shepherd, 
and eſcaped. And wit" in a while after tit 
met the Wolf, and ſaid ro him, pay me for 

pt thy ſecret : and the Wolf anſwered, | 
Ehands and rongue, and nor thy head n0! 
Eby them I ſhould have been betrayed, it! 
ted away, 


>” 


" The Moral. 

we men muſt not traſt him that hath i" 
for ſuch are libe the ſcrpion, which heat 
angue, and burteib with bis ! ail 


Cf Elvp's Fables 


Of the G244eſs Juno, th? Peacock, and th? 
Nightih; al. 


" Very ore ought to he content with narure; 4 
"4 ſuch goods as God hath ſent them, to ule'x 
uitly; 2s is rehearſed unto us by this fable 3Þ 
ws a Peacock which came to the goddeſs F 
kid unto her, I am very heavy and ſorrowful bees 
I cannot fing as we!] as the Nightingal 3; for every 
mockethand ſcorneth me becauſe I cannor finge 
a. t9 comfort him, ſaid, Thy fair form and tt 
| of far grearer worth, & more to be praiſed rhal 


* Wong of the Nighringal; for thy Ceathers, and 
ierd, rs be reſplendent like untc rhe precious E 
' the Wand there is no bird whoſe feathers &re (© fai & 
je for WWiful 25 thine be: the Peacock norwithſtandi 


£4 


ed, | Wn, all this is nothing, ſeeing I cannot ſing. 
d no Jan! ipake aPain thus ro the Peacock, to conte! 
jg This is the diſpoſition of the gods, whi 
"en to every one a ſeveral Property and ver 
"ey think meet themſelves : and as they have? 
dee fair beaury, and pood!y feathers, ſo Hi 
"en unto the Nightingal ſweer and piealants 
* 192! other birds their proper quality, 
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The Moral, 
Wherofore every one onght to be content withth yt}, 
hath; for the miſerable @vetons man, the more guy, 
be hath the more be deſireth. 


— 


Of the Panther and the Villains, 


| IT one onght to do well to the ſtranger, ard 
drgive the miſerable, as Eſop rehearſeth by 
ollowing, There was a Panther whic 
| py when the villains or Churles of th 
aw her, ſome of them began ro (mire her 
ſaid, forgive and pardon her, for ſhe hut 
; and there were other thar gavetohe 
ad another that ſaid to the villains,bewart 
ger not; And becauſe they were of (and 
gyery one of thera went home again, think 
She ſhould die within the ſaid pir;bur by lit 
le ſhe climbed up & went her way, Wit 
eaſrer,ſhe having in memory the injury i! 
| to her, went again ro the place v 
ſore beaten, began to kill all rhe bei 
bout,and put the Shepherd, and Swinherd,a! 
which kepr beaſts to flight; ſhe likewiſe bu 
Dal 1 did many other evils thereabout,s 
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when the folk of the Countrey ſaw the great damage 
that ſhe did them,they came roward her praying her 
to have pity on them, To whom ſhe anſwered in this 
manner, | am not come hither to take vengearce on 
them which have had pity on me, but only onthem 


«hich would have flain me. 
The Moral. 
ind for the wiched and evil folk T recite this fable, 
 theend, t hat they hurt no bed) ; for if the villains 
but taben pity,0ne,as well as another, of the poor panther 
when ſbe was in the pit, the foreſaid evil had not bapned 


ws them, 


—— 


Of the Butcher and the Weathers, _ 


> 


Ta linage or kindred which is diffi 
fion, ſhall nor do any thing lightl 
bt, 3% Eſop ſhewerh by this fable. Th 
Ger which entred into a ſtable full of 
mhen the Weathers ſaw him none © 
wird? The Butcher rook the firſt he i 
Vexthers (pake a!togerher and(aid 
te vill;and thus the Barcher took.th | 
other fave only one. And as he 

p- = 
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him the poor weather ſaid, juſtly am I worthy toy 
taker becauſe | havenor helpr my fellows, 
The Moral, 
For he that will not help others ought not 16 [1b { 
belp of others: wherefore virtue united it 19 better th 
vittneſepar ated, 


Of the Faulconer and the tirdy 


-wiſe ought ever to keep good counſel, and in 
& wile cught they ro do the contrary ; as 1% 
this Fable of the Birds, which were joyfu!k 
en the primc time came, becauſe their ne 
covered all with leaves. Incontinent thet 
ſaw a Faulconer, which dreſt,and laidhs 
Lnets for to take them;and then they ſaid 
gyonder man hath pity on vs, for when hee- 
us he weepeth., And the Partridge which had 
jerimented all the deceirs of the ſaid Faus 
md tochem, Keep ye all well from the (aid 
be ſeeketh norhing bur the manner how 10 
z When he hath taken you, he will catand 
by: or elſe bear you vo the marker, and (el 
2s meny as believed his counſel were ſaved 

# The Moral. 
fore they that ſchrn good counſel, are worthy 14, 

, 


Of Eſop's Fables. 


Of thr True man, the Lyar and the Ape. 


iny men in times paſt praiſeq more 
ple full of leafings, than them nar 
v< thing reigneth wirh ſome unter | 
/ underſtand by this preſent aller Orme 
dalyar, which went both togemers | 
warey,& (o long they wenttOgetermr oy 
e+,15 they came to a province rapes 
/aper made them to be rakef 8c Braugy 
wing ſer in tris Majeſty like an Empe 
4 Ape3 about him, as ſubje$bea 
anded of the lyar and ſaid, whe 
wr flatreringly ſaid unro him thaw 
bing, & the faireſt creature har 
ſhen the King demanded of himi 
be about me ? and the lyar al 
i Knights and your Subjedasal 
56 your realm : then the King 
an, | will that thou be my Wh 
wſho!d,that every one bear t©: 
ce, When the true many 


—. 
Ld 
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in himſelf, if this man for making of lies be { or 
ly advanced,then by great reaſon I ſhall be more ws 
ſhipped if I [peak rhe truth, Then the King ackedt 
true man and ſgid who am I, & all that be aboutn 
then the true man anſwered, thou art an Ape, ard 
beaft righr abominable, and all chey which are ab 
rhee are like unto thee. Then did the King comma 
he ſhould be corn with teeth and claws; and cutalli 
pieces, 


The Moeal, 


And therefore it h«pneth often, that liars be atv 
ced, and true men ſet low, yea many times for ſayin 
. the truth men loſetheir lives, which thing 1s again 
all juſtice and Engity. 


Of the Horſe and the Hunter. 


E ought to put himſelf in ſubjeRion, for to - 
him on another, for better ir 15 not 9 
himſelf, than to be ſubmitted 3 as Eos re- 
this fable following : There was a Horſe 
ied a Hart, becauſe ſhe was fairer than he. 
ſe through cnvy went ugto a huntery'o pho 
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44 in this manner 3 if thou wile believe me, we 
ul thisday rake a good prey; leap upon my back 
xd rake thy (word; and we ſhall chaſe the Hart, and 
20 ſhalt kill him with thy (word, & ſo thou mayeſt 
uthim and ſell his skin:and then the Hunter moved 
warice, demanded of rhe Horſe, ſaying, thinkeſt 
indeed we may take the Hart of whom thou 
akeſt to me ? and the Horſe anſwered thus, aſſure * 
&y ſelf of ir, for hereto ſhall 1 pur all my diligence 

i ſtrength, leap on my back and do after my coun» 
&land chen the Hunter leapt upon the Horſe, & be- 
pn to run him afrer the Hart 3 and when the Hart 
ky him come, he fled, but by reaſon that the Hart 
17 faſter then the Horſe did, he eſcaped from them 
rd ſaved himſelf : and when the Horſe felt himſelf 
rery weary, and that he could no more run, he ſaid” 
tothe Hunter in this manner, dight from my back, 
ſorl can bear thee no more, and I have-miſſed of my 
prey. Then ſaid the Hunter to the horſe ſeeing thac 
n entred into my hands, thou ſhalt nor yereſca 
from me thus, thon haft the bridle in thy mout 
whereby chou mayeſt be kept till and reſtrained, 
though thou wilt leap. the ſaddle ſhall keep me; and 
{thou wilt caſt thy feet from thee, I have good ſpurs 
weonſtraia thee and make thee ro go whether thou 
witer 10, whereI will have thee ? therefore keep 


hy ſelf well; that thou ſhew not thy ſelf rebellious 
Cto me, 


The Moral, 


It i1 nor good therefore for a man to pat himſelf in 
Wy (4b): Bon 16 another, that thereby be may be aveng 
of bis adverſary; for who ſo ſubmitteth himſelf under” 
0 ft power of another is bound to do bis will, + 


be fourth Peok 


Of the Lien andth2 ifs, 


WI Recat callers by their high and loud cry, ſuppoſe 
gf thereby to make folk afraid, 25 Eſep rehearleth 
wes preſenc fable, There was an Als which onz 
Emetwith a L on, ro whom he ſaid, let us both 
p tothe rop of a Movntain, and I ſhall ſhew thee 
wihe beaſts bc afraid of me ; and the Lion began 

we, and anſwered the Aſs, gg we my brother; 
en they were upon the rep of the hill, the WW, 
Wtocry, and che Foxes and the Hares began | 
Wen: the Als (aw them ran. he ſaid to the 
#rhou not how the beaſts dreagand dou: 
$ ſaid, had alſo been fearful of rhy voice, 

Wt known verily that thou art bur an Aſs, 
The Mor a!, 


Wen need not to doubt bim which advuan- 
Fro do that he cannot do, neither need men !0 
ſor his noiſe, ror h19 gre as voyce. : 
| of 


a 


Of Efop's Fables 


of the Hawk and other birds. 


He hypocrites make to God a beard of ſtraw, as «} 
in this fab'e ofa Hawk 3 which on a time feign- 
that he wculd celebrate a Nativity, or hold a ve- 
peat feaſt, which ſhould be kepr within a Temple: 
unto this feaſt and ſolemniry, he invited & fart 
red all the ſmall birds, to which they came : ar 
$i0on as they were all come to the feaſt,and entre 
I" the Temple, the Hawk did ſhut the gate, a 
them all to death one after another, 


The Moral. 


Wherefore this Fable ſheweth unto us bow we 
tur ſelves from all them which under fair ſeem 
fa falſe beart, for thoſe be hypocrites, and 

"4 and the world. 
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Ofthe Fox and the Lion, 


E is well adviſed that taketh warning by the pe 
- I of other men, as this fable ſhewrth, of 


mem. And when the Foxes were come tot 
ave viſuced the Lion, they knew well the fa 
 falſhood of the Lion, and ſaluted his 

iy of the gate, bur centred not within; ard 
Lion ſaw that they would not enter intob 

& demanded of them why they would nc 
> Then one of the Foxes (aid to him, v 
well by the traces that allthoſe beaſts whic 
into thy houſe come not out agiil 


we think, that if we ſhould once ent i 
come 00 more oat, 


$ The Moral 
A 
Wa \ F = , 2 
evre i910 be actounted wile, which 14: 
by ether mens harms... 


Of Eſop's Fables 


Of the Aſs and the Welf, 


| vth and truth from ay evil man is ſeldom to be 
ed, as Eſop rehearſeth by this fable of a 
olf, which viſited an Aſs which was very fick;&the 
olfbegan to feel and rouch him, and demanded 
im, and aid, my brother and friend, whereabc 
fore ? and the Aſs ſaid unto him, even int 
&e where thou toucheſt ; and then the Wolff 
y to help, began to bire and ſmire him, 


The Moral. 


- 


Men muſt therefore beware of flatterers, for ! | 
thing and do another, If oi 'hey 


£L 
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Of the Hedg-hog and the three Kits: 


FN rave that be young ought not to mock and leort 

Ser Elders: as Efop ſheweth by this fable, of 

Clittle- Goats which mocked a great hedgehoy 

| before the Wolf : and when he perceived 

*corning, he ſaid unto them, ah poor fools, 5t 

bor wherefore I flee ; if ye wiſt and knew tht 
would not mock me. 


The Moral, 


e, when men ſee the great and might) 
teſs and feeble ought not to think themſelv! 
we. for when a town is raben by hazard 
conntry thereabout ought to tremble and 


Of Eſop's Fabler. 


of the Man the Lion, 


En ought no: to believe the Painter, but thakel 


nuth and the deed, as men may ſce by th 4, 
entfable, of > Man and a Lion, which ha 
her. and were in great diflention, for-ta; 
x and know which of them was the ſtrc 
1 ſaid he was ſtronger than the Lion, ang 
e his ſaying verified ſhewed ro the Lion api 
terezs a Man had vitory over a Lion, and ime 
re of Samſon the ſtrong. Then ſaid tre Lion ul 
man, if the Lions could make pitures as we 
1,it ſhould he here ſhewn how theLion had vi 
mer the man, and now (quoth he) I ſhall 
the proof thereof 3 then the Lion led the 
dprear pir, and there they foughe rogerher,} 
in caſt the man into the pir and ſubmirred W 
\bjettion, ſaying, thou man, now know 
- which of us rwo be the ſtronger, 


The Moral. . 
ard therefore by the work the work-ment 
mn. "= 


The fou th Book 


Of the Camel and the Flie, 


/ JE that hath no power, ought net to praileh; 
24 felf, as Eſop ſhewerh by this Fable, Ic hap: 
that a fly. becauſe of the Camels hair, leaptto! 

af rhe Camel which was laden, and was born 
lt the day; and when they had gone a git 
Land rhar the Came! came to his Inn, and 
[the ftable,the Fly lept from him to thegros 
fe font of the Camel; and then aid 101 

i have pity of thee, and am come down ft 
becauſe I would be no more burthenſe 

e: and the Camel ſaid ro the Fly, [thi 
ow beic / am not lore laden of thee 


3 The Moral, 


Wherefore of him which may nt zreath huts 
wen 14 10 be made, 


» 
1 


Of Elop's Fables. 


Of the Ant and the Crecket , 


TEceſſary it is for every man to provide for him- _ 
ſelf in Summer (ach things, whereef he ſhall 
reed in winter, as thou mayeſt ſee by this pris 
Fable, There was a Creket which in the 

time demanded of rhe Amt ſome Corn to cat:a 

» the Ant ſaid to the Crecker, what haſt thou 

the fummer laſt paſt andthe Crecker? anſwe 

ſung : then ſaid rhe Ant,of my Corn thou gets 

none 3 for jf thou haſt (ung all che > ummeTr, g& 

ce all the Winter, : "Rn 


The Moral. 
b which we learn, that there is « time ord 


W,a well as a time for reft ; For be that w 
Lwhen be ſhould, (hall want when be would | 


The \ox th Bk 


Of 4h: Pilzr! 1 and the Swirl. 


| --" m2n may he the c:uſe of great peril 


loſs ro many to!ks, as # /op rehearierh by t 

fable, There was a Pilgrim which by <1 

{ in the way a Sword, and he a:ked of 

4 whatis hc thar hath loſt thee 3 and the Sad 

wed to him, one man alone hath loſt we; 
yan onc Il have lcſt, 


The Moral. 
bt therefore an evil man may well b2 lift, but tr 


he may well let many anone ; Far by anevil 
panto 4 countrey many evils, 


Of Etop's Faies, 


Of the Sheep and the Crow. 


Nj 
LEES 


1 More onghe to do injury, nor deſpiſe che poe 
rnocents or ſimple ones,25 rehearſeth this pres 
+ {dic of a Crow, whichſer her ſelf on the back? 
of Weep : and when the ſheep had born her a greagy 
ce, be faid to her,thou ſhalt keep thy ſelf well tw? 
tee upon a Dog : then the Crow laid to hed 
ep, thinkeſt thou not, poor innocent, bur thatT 
zell with whom | play: ? forI am old and mali» 

s,and my nature isto harm all innocents, anc te@ 
nend unto the evil, 


nefore this Fable ſheweth, that there [6 


bed as they will do no good work, but only let 
"ihe innocent and ſimple. 


The fe varth Book. 


Of the Tree and the Reed, 


One ought to be proud againſt his Lerd; 
4 to humble himſelf unto him, as rehearſeth 
relcar Fable Of a great rree which would! 
bw for any wind, and the reed which was athis 
> every way even as the wind pleaſed : wi 
g the cree faid to the reed, Why doeſt thee 
Will as 1 do 2? and the reed anſwered, hart 
tpht that thou haſt;and the tree ſaid rorhe 
dly, chen have 7 more ſtrength, than thou: 
Þ after there came a great wind which 
the ſaid tree to the grougd,and rhe reed # 
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we learn hereby, that the proud ere the] 
e are ſuddenlythrown down, and the humbit 
nes are exalted, 


The end of the fourth Book, 
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The fifth Book of the ſubtil 
Fables of Fſop. 


The firſt Fable is of the Mule, dhe Wolf, 
and the Fox. 


En call many folk Aﬀes that be very ſubrifs 
wiſe, and many think themſclyes wiſe, 

h deſerve to be accounted Aﬀes,as sppearet 
able:There was a Mule which cat graſs in 1 

near a great Foireſt; ro whom camea 
I demanded of him, and ſaid, What art 
the Mule anſwered, Iam a Beaſt, Andi 

| do not ask that of thee, but 1 ask 
lather ? and the Mule anſwered my greath 
i Horſe, And the Fox ſaid again, 1do 

but onely chat theu rell me what is thy 

the Mule ſaid, 1 know nor, becauſe I wal 
n 8 father died ; neverthcleſs, ro the emi | 
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my nime ſhou'd not be forgotten my father mat 
be written under my left foot behind ; where's: 
thou wilt know my name, look under my leftiy 
And when the Fox underitood the falſhood of 
Mule, he went again to the Forreſt, and me: 
Wolf; ro whom he ſaid, ah milcreant Beaſt! 
doeſt thou here 2 come with me, and into th 
I ſha!l put a good prey, to fill thy belly, Lock in 
de: meadow, and there thon fhaſt find a poo 
beaſt, with which thy hunger may be ſatisfied 
{| Wolf went preſently into the meadow, and fin 
[| there the Mule ſaid uato him in this manner : 
1<.art thou; and the Mule anſwered the Wolf, 
4 am a Reaſt. The Wolf faid to him, that is net 
ping which I ask of thee, bur tell me how tha 
named, The Mule ſaid I wort not; but 
186 if. thou wilt know my name, thou ſhalt { 
writ n under my left foot behind : Then the 
id, pray the ſhew it me : andthe Mule [i 
s wor, "and as the Wolf looked thereon, the 
"hin ſuch a ſtroke therewith on the forcke 
| the brains fell out of his head, Andt 
me. which was behind a bough, and ſawal 
Sepan' ro laugh, and mock the Wolf, ſn 
ſt, rhou wotteſt well that thou canſt no! 
bre evil thereof is come to thee, thy [ex 
| of it, 


The Moral, 


one ought to tabe upon bim the thing whi 


bs, left by ſhewing h1s ignor ance he be will 
ed for bis labor, | 


Tbe forerth B99: 


of the Boar end th: Wolf, 


Here are (ome that preſume for to Le grear per 
ſons, and di{praiſe t:cir own parents , which 
laſt do become poor,and fall into great diſhono 
Ep ſheweth by this fable, There was a Boar @+) 
meaherd of Swine; and for ro have dominion 
{lordſhip over rhem, he began ro make a great rus 
ur, and ſhewed his great reech, to make the orh 
re afraid : bur b*cagaſe they knew him, they (i 
wht by him ; wherefore he wes diſplealed, a 
1: thence unto,the herd of Sheep and Lambs : 
en ie was there, he began to make a great rume 
Lhewed them his great recths, &nd when of 
ax heard him, they were very much afraid , al 
70 ſhake for fear. Then laid the Boar wirhit 
blelf, here is the plae e wherein | muſt abide 
© for here 1 ſhall be prearly worſhipped for 
quaxeth for fear of me. Then came the Wolf mh 
ot to have gotten ſome prey, & rhe jambs beg 
"ee: but the boar, as proud would nor tir himnd 
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go from the place, becauſe ke ſuppoſed himſelf 
bur the Wolt took him, and bare him into the v7 
for to eat him, And as the Wolf bare him, it hap 
that he paſled before the herd of (wine,which the % 
had left:and when theBoar perceived and knew the 
he cryed aloud , and pray'd them for Gods loy 
they would help him ; ſaying that withour their} 
he was hut dead, And then the (wine, all wit 
conſent,went and recovered their fellow,and fiery 
Wolf. When rhe Boar was ti1vs delivered and 
himſelf among the ſwine , he began to hare 
becauſe he was thus departed and gone from their 
Il owſhip, and ſaid to them, my brethren and fries 
am well worthy to (uffer rhis pain , becaulel} 
, gore and departed from you 


4 " 
- _ The Moral. 


Wherefore , he that is well , ought ſo t1 beep himſe 
| many by pride cover tobe great Lords, and iff 
BY into great poverty. 


Of EC ps Fables. 


Of the Fox and the Cock, 


2 Frentimes much ſpeech hurteth ; as rehea 


ts fables There was a Fox which came 
;, and (aid, I would fain know if chou came: 
well a5 thy father could. And the COCpunne 
and began to crow and fing: and whenwel 
tht him, and carried himaway. And the zeOP 
wm Gyed and ſaid, rhe Fox bearette 
;*, The Cock then (aid thus ro rhe Fox, y 
d::ſtandeſt thou nor,that the people ſay 
1»4y their Cock + tell them thar it is l 
1heirs. And as the Fox ſaid, I: is net. 
*; the Cock e(caped from che FOXCS 
* 2Þ into a tree ; and then the Toc 
, Now thou lieſt, ſor Tam theirs ? 5 
« "1en the Fox began to hit the 
: zath and head ; ſaying, Y.outh, rhow 
"much 3 thou might [t have eaten they 
 xen ſor thy many words, 


G 2 
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. 

Thus, we ſee , that overmuch talking letteth, and S 
much crow ing ſmaarteth, Keep thy ſelf theref ef c 
ever mary words,leſtafierward it repent t/%e, . 


Of the Dragin and the Labourer. 


ought ro render Evil for pood 
h:'p, ought not to be hurt : 2 
Ota Dragon wh.ch was within a B' 
me River was diminiſhed of warer, t' 
bac at the River, which was all! dry ; 
*of water he could no: ſtir him, 4 Labor 
Came that wav, and demanded of the 

Whar doft thou here 2 and the { rage" 
Fam withour water, withour the which | c: 
& bur if thou wile bind me, and {cr merp?” 
an lead me into a River, 1 ſhall o ve th:c1 
got gold and filver; Ard the Yillain for © 
wy 


; 40 
ob 
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4 
1.1474 him, and ler him into a River 2 and 
'%- had unbound him, he demanded of him h'5 

14 Gr Pay Ment The Dragon faid to him,hecauſe 

"*1t:unhourd me,thou will be paid; and he- 
- hit 1 am now hungry, I will eatrhee. And che 
in an{wered ard aid, for my Javour wilt thou 
1d devour me? and 3s they ſtrived together, 
ox being within tne Foreſt , and hearing their 

1irp, came to them, and ſaid in this manner 3 
- vero more together, for will accord and 

4- neace bherwixt you 5 let each of you tell me his 

-- {or £5 wit, which of you have right. And when 

+ of them had told his tale, the FcX laid to the 

in thew to me how thou unZound'ſt the Dra- 

» that] may give thereof a lawful ſentence. And 

villain put the Dragon upon his Als , and hound 
«he did before, Then the Fox demanded of the 


2:n,Held he thee ſo faſt bound 2s thou art now & 


{the Dragon anſwered, YeamyLord, and 
x: hard. And the Fox laid ro the Villain, Bi 
ret harder 3 for he that well bindeth well he 
bind, And when the Dragon was faſt hound 
fad torhe Villain , Pear him again where 
{Er bind him,and there leave him bound as 
298, 2nd ſo he ſhall not eat and devour thee, 


The Moral 


” he that dath evil , (hall be rewarded with 


'b'y that 6ffer hay m to the p297, ſhaljhave punifi 
w 'om God, , 


He 
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Of the Fox and the Cat. 


Tany there be which adyance themſelves, 2 
Fthink that they be wiſe and ſubtil, which 
& fools and know nothing ; as rehearſeth this 
table, Of a Fox that ſometime met with a 
om he ſaid,my Goſſip, God give you goods 
eCar ſaid, my Lord, God give you good 
enthe Fox demanded of him ,my Gofly, 
bu do ? and the Cart ſaid unto him , I can lk 
and the Fox ſaid ro him , Certainly thou 
hy to live, becauſe thou canſt do noth 
auſe that the Car was angry at the Fo 
the demanded of the Fox, and ſaid, Golf 
thou do ? A thonſand ſundry wiles hare 
OX, for J have a ſack full of ſcicaces 2 
ma : am (o great a ſcholar , rhat none ar 
And as they were thus talking together, 
zeived a Knight coming towards them, wi 
my Dogs with him : wherefore he ſaid to 
my Goſlip, certainly I ſee a Knight conn 
ard . which hath with him many Dozs: 
$ as ye know, be your enemies, The f 
ed , my Goffip , thou ſpeakeſt ike a cont 
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10: that is afraid ; let him come, and care nor 
y. 4nd incontinent the Dogs perceived the Cat 
4 the Fox, -and began to run vpon them : And 
vn the Fox ſaw them come, he (aid tothe Cat, 
vs flee Goilip 3 ro whom the Cart anſwered, cer. 
aly Goſſip there is no need : nevertheleſs the Fox 
ed rorthe Cat, bur ticd, and ran as faſt ashe 
id ro ſave himſelt; and the Cart leapt up into a tree, 
d ved her ſelf. Now ſhall we (ce who ſhall play 
veft for to preſerve and fave himſelf, When the 
#4 upon the tree, ſhe looked about her , and (aw 
the Dogs held the Fox with their reeth; to 
am ſhe cryed , and ſaid , O my Goflip, and ſubril 
x, ofa thouſand wiles that thou canſteo, ler me 
ſee one of them, The Fox ani{wered nor; but 
ws killed of tne Dogs, and the Cat eſcaped, 


The Moral, 


Wherefore the wiſe ought not 10 diſpr 
: for ſome are ſnppaſed to be wiſe , 
ſuln 


* 


*Ethatis feeble , ought not to arm him! 
gat the ſtrong ; as rehearſeth this fable, ( 
wich ſomerime ran faſt after an he-goat,u! 
himſelf leapt uporra Rock, and the W 
Shim. And after, when they had dwelled the 
ee dayes, the Wolf hegan to wax hurp 
goar to have thirſt. And chns the Wolf we 
and the Goat ro drink. And as the Go 

Haw his ſhadow in the water, and behoiy 
aEdow,faid rhus within himſelf, Ha!t rhou! 

© fair a beard, ſo fair horns.and haſt ferr 

& If it happen that he come again, 1 

ad well,and keep him well, and he ſhall har 
gover me, And the Wolf, which helc: 

d harkned what he ſaid, took him by oned 
ing thus, what words be theſe that thi 
worher He-poar 2 And When the Goat (2 
was wken rardy, he thus anſwered the Wo 
E ſay nothing, have piry on me , I kn2! 
4 we! 


# Þ; 
oo 
* 
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'1 hare offended : notwithſtanding the Wolf 


ook him by the neck and ſtrangied him, 
The Moral. 
Nerefore it is a v2Ty great fully, for thiſe that are 
he th mal? ary war againſt the migh y- 


—COC— 


Of the Walf and the - ſs: 


— RY 


— 
#4 


*\* 
T One ought to believe lightly the count 
him whom he mindeth to hare 3 25 ye mA 


this fable Thcre was a Wolf which mE 
als, to whom he faid,my brother, I am 
ereforel muſt needs car thee, And the Als 
Jon righe pent'y, My Lord, with met 
what thov wilt ; for if thou careft me 

me ourof great yan: bur! pray rheeg 
text me.that thog vouciſafe ro car me £ 

a way, for well chou knoweſt that 1 br of 

bcs from the Vine, aid the Corn'. fel 

WG; aliothou knowecN,*har I bear homes 

m the Foreſt : an! when my Maſter will 
webuildiop, Imuſt po ferch the ſtones f 

G $ 


: . 


. 
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mountain; and alſo I bear the Corn to the Mill, 
after I hear home the Meal ; and brietly, I wa 
ina curſed hour, for all pain, and to all layout! 
ſubje&:for the which I would nor that thou ſhoy's 
eat me here in the high way, for the great ſhame 
might come thereof ro me : but I inſtantly requ 
thec,that thou wilt hear my counſel , name!y,that 
go inrothe Forreſt, and thou ſhalt bind mehy 
breaft as thy lervant,and 7 ſhall bind rhee by the ne 
35 my maſter and thou ſhalr lead me hefore thee i2 
the wood wherelſoever thou wile, to the end that the 
t} ou maiſt more ſecretly eat me. To this the Wo!!; 
corded,and ſaid, am wilkng to do fo, And when thy 
were come jnto the Foreſt, they bound each orhe: 
the manner as is aforeſaid, and when they » 
d.the Wolf ſaid ro the Aſs go whither thou w 
pbefore to ſhew the way, and the Aſs wen! 
ore and led the Wolf into the right way of h+ Y 
ms houſe. Aud when the Wolf began to knos 7 
She faid co the Aſs, We go nor the right way 1 
r-Y : C3 
whuch the Aſs anſwered; my Lordylay not ſo; 
aly this is the righr way. Burt for all that! 
would have gone another way: neverthe!lel! 
him- to the houſe of h's Maſter ; and a © 
and a'l his men ſaw the Aſs draw the We 
m,and would have cntred into the houſe,t! 
wr with clubs and ſtaves, ard (more 01 0 
md 2s one of them would have (mir:enag 
mm the Wolfs forchzad , he brake the « 
fith he was bound , and ſo he eſcaped and 4 
om chem ſore hurt and beaten, Ard the 4 
3oy that ſhe w2s ſo eſcaped from the Wo 
te fing : and the Wolf, which was upone 
win, heariny the voice of the Als, began ton 
felf, thou maiſt be merry and glad, but Iſku 
e well another time , that thou ſha!r not oil 
thou haſt done, 7 
Iz | 


E 
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The Moral. 


fnd therefore it is @ great folly td believe the coun 
ll of bim whom men would hurt , and to put himſelf in 
by [wjeftion, He that bath been once beguiled , muſt 
tab: beed antther time ;, ſor he to whom ao ro 
d1/ume eviliurn, when they have him at advantage » 
they maſt keep them on the ſurer fade, 


_——_—_—_—_— 
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Of the Serpent and the Labourer. 
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ING 


W 


LLLATH 


He Author of this Book reheatſeth ſuch 

lable, and of ſuch meaning as the pre 
that ivto wit That men ſhould not believe hif 
whom they have done evil, ſaying , Thar (ol 
in harveſt time a labourer went to lee his goody 
elds,the which met in his way a $crpent ang 
ſift which he bare in his hand , (more the } 
ud pave him ſuch a ſtroke on the head that hp 
ln him, Then the Serpent tecling himſelf fol 
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he went from the man,and entred into his hover 
ſaid unto the Labourer,O evil friend, thou hai ix 
| ten me, bur 1 warn thee, thar thou never believe 
unto whom thou haſt done any evil- Of which wa 
{the Labourer made little account,and went forthe 
his Way, It ſhortly hefcl, that this Labourer wer: 
gain thar way for ro ear his ground : To whom t 
Serpent ſaid, O my friend , whither goeſt thay 
and the Labourer ſaid unto him;l go to car and Pic 
My ground, Ard he faid unto him, tow nor 
Much ; for this year ſha!l be full of rain , and gre 
abundance of water ſhall fall. But the Labourer ia 
I'believe not him to whom I have once done any en 
and without more words the Labourer went forthe 
his way,avd belieytd not the Serpent , bur made 
his ground to be fowed with as much Corn a: 
izht. And the ſame year fell great ſtore of watt 
the ſaid Labourer had bur lirrle Corn, 
parc of the Corn that he had ſown, periſhe 
great rain. Andche next year following, 
bourer paſſed by the hole of the foreſaid Se 
went to ſow his ground, the Serpent demand 
& My friend, whither goeſt chou ? The | 
anſwered, I go to ſow my ground with Cot 
fr grain,ſuch as T hope ſhall be neceſlary { 
to- come. Then ſaid the Serpenr, 
bat lirtle Corn, for the Summer net 
[ be ſo hot, that by dryneſs and heat, 1 
{own in the carth ſhall periſh ; but beiie# 
© whom thou haft done any evil. And wit 
pre ſpeech, the Labourer went & thought 
bf the Serpent,and weening that the St 
d foro deceive him, he ſe wed as muei 
ther grain 2s he might : and it hap 
mmer next following, was ſuch 45 1s abere 
dre che man was beguiled,for he gathere 
nothing, The mext year following 
arer went again for to car Þ's ground 
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z;the Serpent ſaw him "come, he demanded of 
Labourer in this manner, my friend, whither goeft.. 
) Then anſwered the Labourer, I go ro car my 
4 Then ſaid the Serpent,My friend, ſow not too-- 

4 nor 160 little of Corn and other grain, ſow be- 
wn both : nevertheleſs believe not him unto 
m thoo haſt done evil: and I tell thee , that 
ext ſha'l be more temperate and fertil of all 
erof Corn that thou ſoweſt, The Labourer had 
boner heard theſe words , but forthwith he went 
wy, and did as the Serpent had ſaid, and thar 
he gathered much good , becauſe of the good 
fcion.of che time, And on a day the ſame year, 
ſerpent met the ſame Latourer coming from har- 
, unto whom he ſaid, Now fa my friend, Haſt |} 
z0t ſound this year great plenty of good agIt 


thee before ? And the Labourer anſwered, Y. 
vin ly, whereof I thank thee- And then the \ 


demanded of him remuneration of reward, 
Labourer demanded what he would have ? 
vere (aid, I demand of "thee nothing, but © 
w morrow in the morning thou ſend me a4 
«milk by ſome of the Childrhn, And ther 
Fen ſhewed the Labourer the hole of his dwell 
Gidunto him, Tell thy Son that he bring? 
hither 3 but rake heed to that the other , 
| thee, that thou believeft not him to whom t 
done evil. And anon afrer, when theſe thi 
te (aid the Labourer went homeward, and int 
ing he took his Son a diſh full of milk , and 
ed it to the Serpent,and ſet it before the hole 
the Serpent came out, and ſlew the child with 
moPAnd when the Labourer came to tlic eld,” 
ig by the hole of the ſaid Serpent , he found his 
lying dead upon the ground, Then the Labourer® 
)n10cry with a loud voice,as one full of ſorrows: 
tewineſs ſaying, Ha curſed and evil Serpent 3 
WO and faile traitor ! thou haſt deceived mg p 
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Ah wicked and deceitful Bcaſt, full of cortagiay; 
thou ha? ſlain -my (on, And the Serpene (444 
him I will well chat thou know that 1 have 
him ſorrowfully ,nor without cauſe, but for t 114 
me of rhe hurt that thou haſt, done to me with, 
and haft not amended it, Remembreſt thoy 
how oft I have ſaid unto thee, that rhou ſhouldeh 
believe him unto whom thou haſt done eyil/ 
member it now, that I am avenged of thee, 


The Moral, 


This Fable ſreweth, how men ought na ty boli 
ar give any credit to them, to whom they b ave dine | 
harm in time paſt : For 6d hatred is ſoon ren 

and malice will not be ſatisfied with » 
201, 
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of Eſop's Fabirs 


of the Fox the Wolf, and the Lion, 


E that hath been endamaped by anoth 3 
not to take vengeance by the tongue 
wr.ous words becauſe ſuch vengeance 16a 
this preſent fable following ſheweth,.| 
re was a Fox that eat fiſh in a rivers iTh 
Wolf came that way, ard when he ay 
heat with ſo great appetire, he began 
her, give me (ome fſh 3 andrhe Fo} 
m, alaſs my Lord, it behoverh not that 
ef of my table, but for the worſhip 
Iſhall counſel you well : do fo mucli 
and I ſhall reach you how ye ſhall 
end you may alwaics rake ſore whi 
and when the Wolf went into the 
*t; and brought it with him : and? 
aker,and bouxd it with acord & 
Wen it was well bound, the Fox (aid 


you into the Riyer, and I ſhall ta 
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basket and the Wolf did as the Fox bad him; #74 
the Wolf was going within the water, the boy 
his malice filled the backer full of ſtones , and uh 
the basker was full, the Fox ſaid to the Wolf; © 
tainly, my Lord, I can life no more, nor hold | 
basker (ſo full, for ir is full of fiſh 3 and rhe Wy 
thinking that the Fox had ſaid truth , (aid, Irer 
thanks to the gods, thar once I may (ce and le 
the excellentarr of fiſhing, And then the Fox 
to him, my Lord, abide you here, and 1 ſhall { 
ſome to help us to take the fiſh out of the 
And in ſaying theſe words, the Fox ran into 
ſtreet, where he found divers men, to whom 
ſaid in his manner ; what do you here ? why (tat 
ye idle ?ſee, yonder is the wolf wh'ch cars your ſhee 
your lambs and your beafts, and now he takerh yt 
_ fiſh our of the river, and eateth them : and rhe 
ball che men came together, ſome with {lings, z 
ne with bows ; and other with ftaves, to the 


where they found the Wolf, whom they & 
rapiouſly, And when the poor Wolf ſaw hiak 


as Op flee and beaten with ſtrokes , he I 
mat his ftrength and might to draw, andfe 
&t have carried away the fiſh, but ſo ſtro 
ew,tar he pulled his tail frem his arſe,andre 
-eſcaped with his life. In the mean - time 
[that the Lion which was King over all bed 
&, and the Wolf thinking to be quir with t 
ent for ro ſee hin as his Lord; and 
here, he ſalured the Lion,ſaying unto 
Wing, I ſalute you, pleaſeth ic you to kno 
ave gone round about the Country and Fit 
and in a!l places of it, for to ſeek medicine 
for you, for to recover your healh,but 
ave | found good for your fickneſs, but one 
hoof Reynard the Fox, fierce, proud and 
which is to your body medicinal ; but he © 
to come hirher ro ſec youhut ye may call 


4 
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-cunſel; and when he is come; let his skin be ta» 
\fom him,and then let him run whither he will, 
4 that fair 5kin, which is ſo wholſom, ye ſhall cauſe 
0 ke hound upon your body, and wirhin few daies 
vr it ſhall make you in as good health as ever you 
,- And when he had ſaid rheſe words, he de- 
od from the Lion, ard took his leave: bur ever 
uppoſed that the Fox had heard him , and ſo he 
Lfor he was within a tarrier-nigh unto the place, 
ere he heard all the propoſition of the Woll,to the 
> he did provide a remedy,and great preſerya- 
p: For as ſoon as the Wolf was Ccevarted From 
Lien, the Fox went into the gelds, and in the 
way he found a great dunghill , within which 
jxthimſelf, And when he ſuppoſed himſelf ro be 
led and dagled enough,he came thus array'd unto 
Ledge of the Lion whom he ſalured as his ſoves 
gr Lord, ſaying to him in this manner, Sir King 
gire you good healthi; and the Lion enſwere 
| (ave thee my ſweet friend , comeſnear and 
nd afrer I ſhall rel! thee ſome ſecret , white 
not that every one would know, To wt 
fox laid in this manner, Ah Sir King , be not 
ſed, for I am foul array'd, and all to be dagit 
eaſon of the great way which I have gone, (et 
Labout for ſome good medicine to help Y@ 
re it behovech me not to be ſo near your P 
larthe fink of the dung would grieve your P 
ad moleſt the great ſcknefs which you ha 
war Sir,if it pleaſe you, cre I come near ra 
v majeſty, I ſhall bathe and make me clean ,* 
a I ſhall come again, and preſent my ſelf | 
toble perſon:notwithſtanding all this, ler it 
eto wit and know , that Tam come from # 
tes hereabout, and from a!l the Real 
arg to this Province, fer to ſee if I cculd fir 
vnedicine needful for rhy ſickneſs, and td 
ty health! 3 but certainly I can find no 


4 
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counſel, than the counſel of an antient Geeeb with 
great long beard, a man of great wiſdom andexe 
rience, who told me. that in this Province is a We 
withour a tail, which hath loſt his tail by vertueofs 
medicine that is in him ; for the which thing it «x 
needful and expedient, that we make this Wo 
come before you. thar by him you may recovery: 
former health : and when he is come, diſlemhle x 
call him to counſel, and ſay that it ſhall be much} 
his worſhip and profit: and as he ſhall be near v 
you, caſt upon him your armed feer, and as (wikty 
ye may pull the skin from the body of him, and kee 
it wkole, ſave only ye ſhall leave the head and {ee 
and then ler him go his way to ſeek his fortune; ; 
forthwith, when ye have the skin hot and warn, 
ſhall bind it about your body, and erc long tine 
fled, your health ſhall be reſtored to you again 
MR ia be whole as you were before. And then 
Crook leave of the King, & departed thence 
comiStarrier Soon after came the Wolf rolee! 
3nd incontinent the Lion called the Wo! 
tel, and faſtned ſoftly his foot on him, andd 
ea the Wolf of all his skin, ſave oney | 
and feer, and after the Lion bound it all wz 
his belly, and the Wolf ran away Skin'es 
pre he had not enough to defend him from? 
gnich yexed him very ſore : and for the gt 
"that he felr, becauſe of the flies that ate 
was mad, and ran under an hill upon! 
me Fox was: And when the Fox ſaw him, ! 
to laugh and mock at the Wo!f, ſaying a/0u 
ft thou that pafſeth there with ſuch a fair hot 
nead, and with right fair gloves on thy hard 
es en thy feet : Scay, ſtay a while, and hearks 
hall fay ro thee, When thou wenreſt 
before the Kings houſe, thou wert blete 
Lord, and when thou waft at the 
nadſt many good words, and good talking 
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ihe World, And therefore, my Goſlip, be itey 
| thou tauſtler all paſs and have patience in 


ne adverſity. 
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This Fable (heweth wnto was, That if apy be hurt or 

maged by ſome other, he muſt not avenge bimſelf 

bis tongue, for to make any treaſon; ner to ſay of them 

harm or blaſphemy : for we ought to confidey , that 

makerh the pit ready for his brother, «ft it 

þ, that he himſelf falleth into the Jame, and is 
with the ſame Rod he made for another. 
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Wolf which let a fart- 


Tis folly to think more' then a man oughtto 0 
gr whatever a foo! thinketh, it ſeemeth toh 

EitRould be (0: as appeareth by this fable, Of 
DETAIch ſometime roſe carly in the morn.ng; 

mewas riſen from his couch,ke retched line 

Kragreat fzrt.ard began to ſay to himlelht 

ne gods ſor theſe good ridings, this day! 

Tunate and happy, 2s mine arſc fingech wn 

a he departed frem his lodging,ard began 

road. And as he wen: on his way, he four 

CTof Tallow, which a woman had let fall, x 
Woot hc rurned it vupfide down, ſaying tokig 

Il not ear thee, for rhou ſhou!dſt hurt x 
Romach ; | ſha!l fare this day more delirin 
trer ; I know jr well for mire arſe did fi 
and with theſe words he went his way,z! 

he found a prear piece of [32con well [altt 
turned upſide down 5 ard when heh 
ind toſleth ir enough. he laid, 7 diidain toe 
near, becauſe ir would make me drink ! 

for it is ſalt; and as mine arſe [ang to mean 


" I 
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{ hall eat this day berter & more dehcious meat 7 
hen he began to walk further; and as he entred 
\1 fair meadow he ſaw'a Mare and her Foa! wit 
- 2nd aid rohimſelf, I render thanks unro the 
& tor the goodneſs that they ſend me3 for I well 
2rd was certain, that this day T7 ſhall hnd ſem 
ions mear, Then he catne near the Mare; and 
to her, Certainly ſiſter, 7muſt ear thy Child, 
Ithe Mare faid , do my brother , what ſhall 
aſe thee; bur firſt T pray thee, do me one plea- 
+ Thave often heard ſay, that thou art a good 
rarzion, therefore I defire thee rhat thou wi't 
my foot ; for 2s I paſſed yeſterday through the 
reſt, a thorn entred into my foot behind, which 
ercth me very ſore ;, I pray thee therefore, before 
w eareſt my foal, to pull the ſame out of my foor 


the Wolf ſaid , that ſhall T gladly do, goadi 


; ſhew me thy foot : and as the Mare fine 
Wolf her foor, ſhe gave him ſuch a ſtroke 
x: the eyes, thar he was aſtoniſhed, and fell tlat 
round , and by this mean 5 her Foal was ſaved? 
64 'ong time afrer was the Wolf;lying upon 
ator dead : and when he was came again to him 
, and that he could ſpeak,he (aid, I care not 
$m:{-hap ; for we!l 7 wore, that yet this di 
Weat, ardbe filled wirhdelicious meat ; k 
ring theſe words, he lifted ap himſelf & ſo d 
LAnd having walked a ſpace,he found(by c 
oople of Rams fighting 1n a meadow, that 
horns \imore each c:her. Then the Wolffaid 
Valeltoietted bz God that now I ſhall be thro 


® him,my Lord, Go «1! that plea{cth you, bu 
» wot piveaſemerce of a procels of law wi 
us :and he WG;tanſwered ; that witli 
Ti, ic would do it : and afrer ſaid unro' 
f Lords, tell mes your caſcs, thar 1 may thet 


A 
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give (entence of your difference in queſtion ; 4 
then one of them began to ſay , my Lord, this ne 
dow-was belonging to our Father, and becuu; 
died without making any Ordinance or Tetine 
we be now in debate and ſtrife for the parting of 
wherefore we pray thee that thou would(t auke 
accord -betwixt us,ſo that peace may be on either 
And when the Wolf demanded of the Rams, hi 
their queſtions might be accorded; Right well, 
one of thein , by the way that 7 ſhall ell thee, ift 
wilt hear me. We will be at the two ends oft 
meadow , and thou fhalt be in the mid? oft, 

from the end of the meadow we tor! ſhall ran 1 
ward yoa, and he that ſhall come firſt ro vou full 
Lord of this meadow, and the la{t ſhall be th 
_ Weil (aid the Wolf, thine advice is good, 1d n 
ropoſed;Ler us fee naw who (þall firſt comers 

men wenc the rwo Rams to the end of the meade 


. 


both at once began to run toward the Wolf, 
all their mrght came and pave two ſuch vt 
ne ſtrokes both at once againſt both h'« fides 4! 


_ 


mc they brake his hear: within his be!ly, and 
tdown the poor Wolf a'l aſtonicd , and the ka 
ae their way. And When he was come agan 
felt, he rook courage and deparred , (aving! 
ſelf, Yet thall I this day eat ſome good as 
He had not long walked , but he found 4 
r final! pigs with he: ; and incontinent # | 
Flaw her, he ſaid, thanks be to the gods ,Þ 
Ethis day cat, and fill my ve!lv with gol 
Il have pood lack : and in lav.rgp tliat, (is 

d tro the Sow, and faid to her, | 
at ſome of thy young Pigs: and ths 597 

imy Lord , 1 am content , cat what 1:2. 
dur ere you Car, l pray that they may vc 5-2*7 
made clean in pure ard fair water : 2nd 1't9 
Lihew me the water , and I will waſi and 4 
im well; then the Sow led him to a R.ver vi 
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« 4 fait. Mill, and as the Wolf was upon a fittle 
of the aid Mill and that he woald have taken 
«the Sow thruſt the Wolf into the warer with her 
1. and for the ſwiftneſs of the warer, he muſt 
paſs under the wheel of the ſaid Mill, but Ged 
ms whether the wings of the Mill did beat him 
ar not 3 yer as ſoon as he might he run his ways; 
he ran,he ſaid to himſelf, I care not for (o little 
firh I ſhall ear my delly fall of delicious mear 
ine arſe did ſing early tro me, And as he palled 
wh the ſtreer. he ſaw ſome Sheep ; and as the 
wp law him, they entred imtoa ſtable: and when 
Wolt came there,he faid unro them in this maner - 
lave you my fifters, I muſt ear one of you, or 10 
ed that my preat hunger might be fully (atisfed, 
paid chey unto him, ertain'ys,my Lord, you are 
ome ro Maſs; for we be come hither to obſerve a 
f/emnity, & therefore we deitre that you pon», 
ally would fing,g& after the (ervice complear andy 
ed, do your pleafure with one of us, The Wo 
nnglory,feigning himiclt to be a 'relare,beg 
zand how aloud before the Sheep ; and whet 
hen of the Town heard the voice of rhe Wolfe? 
F came into the ſtabic with great ftaves, and (o' 
won the Wolf rh1r he could hardly goznevers 
he eſcaped, and went under a great tree, upon 
h tree food 2 man that hewe d down the houghs? 
of, The Wolf then Hegan ro figh lore, ana te) 
egeat ſorrow for his evii 2p, and121d, Ah Fas 
p' how many eyils hive 1 124 and eicaped 
wir I know it is lon2 of my ict, and mine @ 
1 3nd proud rhoughrs ; for this day in the mog 
[fund a ſack full of Tallow. which I diſdai 
1201 afrec that 3 peice of Bacon which I wo 
et for fear of preat thirſt, and becau © of fooli 
es {o that the evil that hapneth to. me is rig 
betowed. Ay father was never Phyſitian 
neither have | ever ſtudicd or Icarned Ut 
Saenc 
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"Science of Phyſick therefore if there happen a 
evil ro me when |-would have drawn out the 
our of the. Mules feor, ic is well implyed, Alf 
Farher was never a Patriarch nor Eiſhop , ror 
knew the letter in the Book, ard yet preſumed; 
took vpon me to-do ſacrifice, and to ſing before 
gods feigning my ſelf a Prelat® , but after my del 
 ving I was well rewarded, A'fo my Father wi 1 
Lawyer nor Juſtice,and yet I would take vpon ne 
be aprear Juſtice + bur I never knew neither q 
B; and rherefore the evil rthatis ro come tome 
moſt right. O Jupiter, Iam worthy of a very gre 
nniſhment for my offences, Send thou nowto 
Lo the high rhrone a ſword or other weapons! 
with I may ſtrongly puniſh and beat my ſelf by gt 
penance ; for weil worti:y am Ito receive a gre 
uniſhment. Now the good man being vpon the: 
aring all theſe words of the Wol:,faid norkit 
n the Wolt had made an end of his fight 
Iplaints,the good man rock his 4x,whe 
cut away the dead branches of the tree, 
vpon the Wolf, and ir {c]| gpon hishad 
manner, that the Woltturned upſide-cown 
ber upward, in ſuch {fort that he lay as if he 
ſtark dead. - 4nd after he was revived agun, 
Bd up roward Heaven,and b:gan thus to cry 
Spiter, I now ſee well that thou haſt heard 
And by carneſt looking up he elipicd the! 
ar in the tree; ard thinking him to be Fe 
ſent!y fled toward the Foreſt as faſt at he 
yery ſore hurt and wounded : and ever aft! 
ke more meek and humble, chan before he 
re and proud, 


+ 
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FBy this Fable ran may ſee that mary 014 


Wawbich a fo:l thinks not on : and it ſhewe'9 
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when an) little good bap falleth unto ur , we ought 
ta refuſe it in hope of better fortune : it likewi/: 

þ, that nene are ts take upn them todo that, 
þ they have no shill to ds. 


—— 


Of the Envious Dog, 


Ns X 
\Tanud 


. - I# 7 —_ 
[0 man ought ro have envy at other menry 
fortune , as appearcth by rhis (able Ot 
ws Doz which went into a ſtable of GxE 
that they ſhould net enrer in to car offi 
I thenthe Oxen ſaid unto him , Thou arte 
erle,to have envy of orher mens goods,t 
v5 needſul and profitable.for thy Kind 
Y.Ard thus he did of a great bone whit 
mourh , he would nor leave it, bee 
eof anocher Dog being hard by, , 
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MW Fable therrſore teacheth us . that 
Jen he'p bimſelf from the comp 


| 1 hopper ro loſe ; for it ir commonly (aid, 
5s ſpendeth the niggard as che liberal, as 
£ by 


- 
. 
. 
4 _ 
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O] the Wolf and the bungry Deg. 


e be ſome that think to win, which 


this Fable ; Of a man which 
flock of Sheep , and alſo he had a Dogkt 
them from ihe Wolves, To this Dog he 
for the preat avarice that hc ad, and f 
Wolt on aday came to theDog,and dem 
him the reaſon why he was ſo lean, and 
dk, Lice well that thou arc ready wi 
x hunger , by reaſon that thy Maſter p 
Fo ment by his (carciry , but if chou wilt 4 
ſhall give thee good counſel. andthe 
him, Certainly [ lack greatly good cout 
Wolf ſaid ro him. This ſhalt thou 60 
2 Lamb, and when [ſhall have it,! 
y , and when thou ſceft mce,make ſen 
n afrer me, and fcign thy (elf ther thay carl 
:me for lack and defaulr of meat , whid 
ſo feeble, And thus when 'the Ste} 


that thou mayeſt not run becauſe a" 
; (Ch 


v 
A 
. "TY 
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veneſs and debility of bodyzhe ſhall rell thy Lord, 
tthou mayeſt not recover the Lamb, becauſe chov. 
o& lean and hungry 3 and by rhis mean thou ſhilr 
e thy belly full of mear, T he Dop then accorded 
& the Wolf, and cach of them did as aboveſaid. 
when the Shepherd ſaw rhe Dog fall, he ivpps»- 
{well that i unger was the cauſe of ir;for the winch 
ewhen he came home he told his maſter,and | 6 
{ſtood it 3 he ſaid as a man wroth for ſhame” l 
chat from henceforch you give him bread enough, 
then every day the (ame Dog had ſops of bread, 
&y bread enough, whereby he gat ſirengrh ana 
x again Tt hapned within a while after, thar che 
alf came again ro the Oog , and ſaid ro him, per- 
ve well that T geve thee good counſel : And rhe 
oe (aid to the Wolf, my Brother, thou ſavel 
þ, vherefore thank thee much , for of ir 7 \ul 
ut need And then the Wolt ſaid ro him, if (NR 
It | ſhall give thee yer betrer counſel And | 
anſwered him, with a very good will 1 ſhall WH 
«d if it be good TI fall do after it. Then 
ce Wolf to him, give me leave to take ant 
ab, and do thou run after me for ro have ll 
, @d to bite me, and I ſhall violently: 
ow thee with thy feer vpward,, as he that HY 
Wance and (ttength,, and yer notwithſtane 
$ | will not hare thee,believe me hardly,am 
Wl hap ro thee- And when thy mafters fef 
W have ſeen thy diligence, they ſhall ſhew th 
t, how that chou ſhalt keep well his fold 1 
well nouriſhed, And then the Dog anfwe 
of, that he was content, And as it was fl, 
NO 23 done, and both of them madegood's 
uf Wolf ran away with the Lamb, an 
aclt WW" after , and overrack him , and bir him 
vc Wolf ovciihrew the Dog vpfide.dc 
moand, A 4 when the Shepherd ſaws 
hy uh Uickes uf on the Dop , the Sane 
CEO H 2 - 


A 


F4 
p 


148 The fifth Book 


- certainly we have a good Dog , we muſt tel] his 4; 


nce to our maſter, and how he hir the Wolf, x 
ow he was overtifrewn 3 and yet he ſaid certain! 
if ke had ever meat enought , the Wolf had nothe 
away the Lamb. Th:r the Lord commanded 1 
give him plenty of meat, whereof the Dog took 
gain all his ſtrength 3 and within a while after. 
Wolf came again ro the Dog , and ſaid unto him 
this manner , my brother; have 1 nor given to the 
gocd counſell 2 And the Dog faid , Certainly 
haſt, for which I thank thee. Then the Wolf (7 
ro the Dog, | pray there, my brother , that thou wi 


| yet give. me another Lamb And rhe Dog (aid « 


him, certainly, my brother,it may ſuffice thee to hy 


$ had two of them. Then ſaid the Wolf, at thelez 


hou mayeſt ler me have one for my !abour andG 
That thou ſhalt nor, ſaid the Log , haſt thou nc 


good falary for to have had rwo lambs of mym 
= and the Wolf anſwered to him again , my 


RY 


ieme it ir pleaſe thee, And the Dog (aid 
= nor. and if chou rakeſt ir againſt my will, 
&, that never after this time thou ſhalre 
And the Wolf ſaid , Alas, my brother, 
buneer , tell me for Gods love what ſhall 1d 
Dog ſaid to him , I ſhall counſel thee we! 
my maſters cellar is fallen down , go the 
s nighr and enrer intoirt, and there thc 
oth ear ard drink at thy pleaſure ; for i 
teſh, and wine ſhalr thou fnd there in gret 
Then the Wolf aid ro the Dog , Alals,” 
bewarc,l pray thee, that thou accuſe mer 
> me, And the Dog anſwered , I wart 
Hook thou do thy feat (o privily thatrort 
Hows know of it. Ard the Wolf came 
Wd encred inty the cellar, and cart ard drat 
tafure , inſom.uch that he waxed drunk , at 
was drunk, he ſaid ro himſelf 3 When i 
filled with meat , and ther they te dn 
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ng , and wherefore ſhould not ling? And a- 
he began to cry, and howl. Then rhe Dogs heard * 
«roice, and began to bark and how! ; and the ſer- 
rs which heard chem, ſaid, ſurely, ic is the Wolf 
aciventred within rhe cellar,and they altogether 
rand killed the Wolf, Wherefore , more 
deb rhe niggard” than the bounrifal, for cove- 
ae was never good; for many there be which * 
epxreat and drink as nature requireth but never- 
> /every one ought. to live prudentiy of all ſuch 
> 1c plealgrh to lend them, 
S -« _ WU 1 
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This" F ab{e ſhewerh alſo tom, that none ought 11.49 
of lis ind, as the Wolf, which wax:d drnal;f or 
with Caitſe ho war ſt tin, 


The Afb KF þ 


Of the F. ther ant his three Chiltren, 


 IEisnoe wiſe man, which for to have vanity? 

3 lis pleaſure, maketh debate and (irife ; avit 
$ by this fable. There was a man which had 

, and 2 the hour of death he bequent 
Lgave them his herirage , that is ro wit, afe 
Goat , agd a Mill. And when the Father 
brethren afleinbled rhemfelves togerher 

pre the Judge, for to part the livelihoods 

the )iidge; my Lord , Oar Father is dex 

bequeathed unto vs three brethren,all 

z and one ſhould have as much of it 4s * 

mind then the Judge demanded whit was i 
bo! ; andrhey anſwered , a Pear-trec , a Ot 

Mill. And chen the Judge ſaid to him, 

zould fic an4 divide equal your parts, \0f 

ve as much of it as another, ſhould i 
hard marrer to doz hut by your ow 

how would you have it 2 And then the cldel 

vrethren ſpake., and ſaid , I ſhall take 

ar tree all that is crocked and right a 
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-4 (21d, | hall rake from rhe Pear- tree all thar is" 
nd dry : and the third (aid, ITſhall have all 
100: the pill or maſt , and all the branches of 
fexr-rree; and the Judge aid rothem , He thar - 
all have the moſt part of ir , let him be Judge, 
acither I, nor any elſe , can underſtand or knoxw, 
ſhall thereby have the moſt or leaſt part of 
ird therefore he that can prove openly that he 
& the moſt part , ſhall he Lord of the whole tree, 
1the Judge demanded of them . how their Fa- 
had demiſed ro them the Goar. And they ſa'd 
bm: He char ſhall make faireſt prayer and requeſt, 
{have the Goar. Ard then the firſt brother made 
; requeſt , and ſaid , wou'id God that the Goar were 
2 6 great.that he might drink all the warer which 
ler the cope of heaven , and when he had drunk 
.te ſhould be yer more thirſty, The ſecond ſiig 
ole the Goar ſhall be mire, for a fairer dem 
ſt than thine is, I ſhall now make : I wo Co 
all the Hemp and Flax, end all rhe Wooll in 
| were made into o:e thred alone, and that th 
were ſo great, that with the ſame thred met 
rn bind one of th;e legs, Then ſaid the thi 
Gott ſhall ſurely be mine: for 1 would that In 
reſo great, that if an Eagle were at the vpper mo 
of heaven, he might occupy and have there 
place as the Eagle might look on in height 
and Rreadth And then the Judge ſaid, whiehe 
vthree have made the faireſt prayer ? Cerrainl 
ter, nor any other . can give the judgment 20 
refore the Goat ſhall He ro him that of it ſhall (a 
truth Ard the Mill, how was it demiſed 
Father . to be parted among you three 2 T 
red the Judge, he that ſhall be the me 
, moſt evil, and moſt ſlow . ought ro have 
aid the eldeſt.Son, I am moſt Nothfull, f 
5 years paſt | have dwelled in a grear houſe 
under the conduits of the ſame , where fell y 
H 4 


FE 
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me ail the foul waters, as piſs. diſh water, and « 
filth . that moſt wonderfully (tank, infomuck thy 
my fleſh was rotten therewith , and mine evec \ 

and the dirt under my back was a foot hiph,ardye 


forth I had rather abide there than riſe up. The fect 


ſaid , I ſuppoſe that the Mill ſhall be mine, for 

come tro 2 table covered with all manner of deli; 
mears, whereof I might cat if I would takeof t 
heft ; I amſo ſlothful that I may nor ear , unle{ 

ſhould put the meat i4 my mouth, The third (aid, 
Mill ſhall be mine , for 1 am yet a greater liar, 
more ſlothfuÞ than any of you borh, for if hadth 
unto the death, and if I found then my (elf with 
fair water up tothe neck, I would ratherdie, t 
rriove my felfro drink one drop thereof, Thenli 
the Judge, Ye wot not what ye ſay, for neither 1; 
ary other , may well underſtand you z but ile ca 


Fremit among you, 
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An bas they went withon! any ſentence; ſot | 
yp demand belongeth a fooliſh anſwer : 
fore they be fools that will plead in- juch jo 
Wn another , for ro 4 ſmall matter belongeth «f 


fEſops F 2bles 


Of the Wolf , and the Fox. 


One may be maſter , except firſt he have Þ 

a diſciple: As appeareth by this Fable , O8 
Fox which came to a Wolf, and faidro him. 
lord, 1 pray ye that ye wiil be my Goflip 3 and8 
Volf anſwered , I am content; and the Fox tag 
be his Son,praying him that he ſhould learn SI 
od doRtine, the which the Wolf rook.& wert w# 
tin upon a mountain, and ſaid ro the Jirtle Fox, w 
the beaſts come to the field , call me, And the 
wentand ſaw,from the top of a high hill, how Il 
Kilts were coming to the field, whereſore, ie Cal 
us Godf:thenand jaid,myGedfather,the teaſts CC 
mo the field: And the Wolf demanded of him 
aſts they were, The Fox anſwered , Thore heb 
Ite and Swine together. Well, ( ſaid che Woll 
are not for them , ler them go , for the Dogs be W 
them.Soon after the Fox looked on the orher fide 
Frceived a Mare which went to the fiels , andy 
kt tohis Godfather, and ſaid, Godfarher;a Matt 
We tothe heldz, And the Wolf demanded of m 
4 -5 4 
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Where about is ſhe ? and the Fox an{vered , Se! 
by the forreſt : and the Welf ſaid, No go vet 
dinner and the Wolf with his God-ton, vert m 
the Forreſt , and cine to the Mare , and perceived 
Co:rt by her. Then the Wolf rook the Coitby 
neck, and drew him into the Wood, anddevout 
him. berween them both : ard when theyhad ve! 
eaten , the God-ſon ſaid to the Godfather , my God 
father, I commend you to God , and much I thy! 
you for your good dogtrine, for you have taught ws 
well, infomuch that now 1am a good Clerk, an 
now 7 will goto my Mother, Then the Wolt ſadt 
his Godſon, my Godſon , If thou goeſt away tne 
ſhalt repent thee , for thou haſt not yet well tudes 
neither knoweſt thou yer thy Syilogiims, Ha my good 
Godfarher, ſaid rhe Fox , ! know well all Thea 
Wolf ſaid to him , Since-thou wilt needs go , 106 
cecommend thee. And when ihe Fox was cone 
is Mother ſhe (aid rom » Surely thou haſt 
enough And then he ſaid to his Monet, 
io great a Clerk that I can caſt the Devil from 
+ chitr, come ler vs 20 chaſe , and you ſhall ire 
her 1 can do any ting or no And the yourg 
Suld have done as his Godfather the Wolf di6 
id to his Mother make 2 good watch , ard 
he beaſts ſhall come'ro the field : let me hat 
dee thereof. And his Mother ſaid, we'l, ſha! 
> made good watch : and. when ſhe ſawtit 
I the Swine g0-t0 the fed, ſhe ſaid unto 1A, 
on , the Kine -an4 the Swine go tOgetNet Int 
as : and he anſwered , my Mother » for the 
nor, ler them BO , for the Dogs keep the? ve" 
Gehin a ſhort. while after, the Mother ſaw tit 
ome next into theWood:and ſaid unto her 9h 
fon,the mare is near viito the Wood:and he it- 
1 , my mother, th:ſc be good things » a2 
here, for | go to ſerch cur Dinner,and he cn 
the Wov1 , and aſterwerd would do a: bis Gol 


- 
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her had done before, and went and took the Mare 
the neck , but the Mare took him with her reerh 
x bare him ro the ſhepherd 3 and the Mother cried 
on the rop of the hill , my Son, let go the Mare 
x come kicher again 3 bur he might nor , for the 
we held him faſt with her teeth : and as the Shep- 
xd came to kill him , the mother cryed , and (aid 
eping Alas my Son / thou didſt nor learn,and haſt 
<1 160 Iixrle a while at School , wherefore for thy 
liſh preſurgption thou mult die miterably : And 
Shepher@rook and flew him. 
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arch Fable ſheweth , That wne ought to make bim+ 
# learned, except be have firft well fladied ; pa ſeme 


- ras to be great Clerks , that can ds noibing 
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Of the Man , the old Lion, and bis Sen, 


F 


- 


FTE that refuſeth the good dodtrine of his Fat! 
Fitcvilhap come unco him , it is both right an 
oh, as this' fable rehearſeth unto us ; Of aL 
er which ſometime lived in a Deſart by his cul 

abour. In this Deſart alſo lived a Li91 that 
and deſtroyed all the ſeed that every day rhe 
r had ſowed ; and alſo this Lion deſtroyed 
Hled his rrees, And becauſe he did ro him & 


arm , he made a hedge , to which he fer corre 
$ to take the Lion : And on a certain time, the he 
a th 


tame to cat corn,and entred within a ret and 
n3 and then the Labourer came thither, 2nd Mo 
im ſo wonderfully,that ſcarcely he could cicape 
With life: and becauſe thr the Lion ſaw that he 
nor eſcape the ſubtilty of the Man,he rook hr 
Lion and went and dwelt in anorher Reg'on. 
© ithin a while atter , when the young L107 FB 
kn, and was fierce, and ſtrong , he demandci 0 
Father, and (aid, my Father be we of this Region? 
id the Father , for we bc fled away ſos - 


” 3” 
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! 4rd the young Lion demanded of him , where- 


+) and the farher anſwered him, for the great' 


viIry and crafty devices of rhe man. And the young 
» demanded of hini, what man ir was ? And his 
+or anſwered , ard ſaid ro him ; he is nothing ſo 
a,nor ſo ſtrorg as we be , buthe is far more (ub- 


end ingenious than ee be , making ſnares to rake 


. and the Son anſgered ro rhe Farther, 1 halt go 
| avenge me on Mm. And the great Lion ſaid 
kn, Go not, for if thou goeſt thither , thou ſhalc 
wezt thee thereof, and ſhalt do like a fool, And the 
nfwered the Father by mine head I ſhall go thi. 
r, ard ſee wharl can do, And 2s he went co 
» the man, he mer an Ox within a Meadow,and an 
* whoſe back was all flain and ſore ; ro whom he 
din this manner, Who is he that hath led you hi+ 
and that ſo hath hurr you? And hey ſaid to him, 
«the man. And he ſaid ro them, Certainly this 
niraculous thing, I pray you that ye will ler 
thim, Then they deparrcd , and ſhewed him 
bourer as he cared the earth, and the Lion w 
utering any words pafled roward the many 
m he ſpake in this manner 3 Ha man, thou 
ie over-many evi's both rome and to my Father 
iſe to our beaſts:and therefore I tel] thee, that 
thou muſt do right. And the man ſaid,l adviſe the 
ke heed, and if thou comeſt roo near me 1th 
[ thee with this club,and after with this /knite I ſhy 
athee. And the Lion (aid , Come before my Þ 
,and he as King ſhall do to us good juſtice, 
man (aid, I am content , if thou wilt ſwear ro 
thou wilt-nor rouch me unti!l we he in preſew 
ay Father ; and alſo I ſhall ſwear unto thee, t 
U powith thee into the preſence of thy facrher,T 
Lon and the man began rogo together by the W 
'* is cords and nets had Hheen ſer : and ast 
Kd by, the Lion fel! into a cord,and by the feet 
Buken, fo that ke could go no further ; then”? 


o 
, 
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{aid ro the man , I pray thee, that thou wilt hely 

«for | may norgo:and the man anſwered to him} 

not, for I have ſworn unto thee , that I will not 

thee until we come before thy father. And as the 
ſuppoſed ſo have unbound himſelf for to eſcape, 
fel into another ſnare:and then he began to cry x 
che man, ſaying, O good mag, I pray thee unbind 

Burt the man began to ſtrike him upon the head : 

when the Lion ſaw that he mifſht nor eſcapes hel 
to the man, I pray thee that thou ſmire me no 
vpon the head ; but upon the ears , becauſe [ » 

not hear the counſcl of my father And the man 
gan to [mite him at the heart , and ſlew him, 
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Therefote we ſee , that unto diſabedient childre 
a» times migfortune befalleth, 
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the Knight and Vis fervan'-tha' found the Fox, 


. 
Any there be, that for their grear leaſing, ſup- 


to put under all the World, bur ever at 
aft their leaſings be known 3 as appeareth by this 
, Of a Knight which'wene wh'Ch an Archer of 
throuph the land 3 and as they rode , they fonnd a 
,and the Knight ſaid ro the Archer, in good ſoot 
a rear Fox. And the Archer ſaid , my Lor 
| you therear?I have been in the Region wh 
the Foxes be as great as Oxen, And the Knig 
N ppod ſooth rheir skins were good r9 makeman*? 
with, if skinners might have them, And as they? 
re riding, they fe'l into-many words and devices 3” 
becauſe che Knight perceived well the leaſing of 
archer, he began ro make prayers to the gods, for * 
ke his Archer afraid ,-and ſaid in this manner 
Jyiter, thou prear god , | pray rh ce, th this day 
vile keep us from leaſing , ſo that we may pats: 
this greac river- which is here before us , and that: 
Wy ſafely come to our houſe, And when the Ars? 
heard the prayer-of his Lord , he was-grearly 
ied, and demanded of his Lord , where'ore 
| prayed 
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prayed ſo devoutly ; and the Knight anſwered, 1 
_ reſt thou nor well tharthou muſt ſoon paſs x 
River, and that he who all this day ſha!l have 
one leaſing ,/if he enter in, he ſhall never bor 
a2ain 2 Of which words the Archer was very 4 
ful, And when they had ridden a little way, 
found a lirtle River, Wherefore the Archer 4 
ded of his Lord, Is this the flood which we mu{i 
No ſaid the Knight, iris greater O my Lord, 
ſo,becauſe that rhe Fox which you ſaw, mig! 
have ſwimmed over this little warer, Andrh«! 
laid , I care not therefore. And after th: 
ridden a little further, they found another | 
River, and the Archer demanded of him, 1: th; 
food tharye {pake of ? Nay, ſaid he, foritis er 
aad rover and the Archer ſaid 22aln to 
My Lord, lay fo, becauſe the Fox," the wir 
ipake to day, was no greater than a Calf, and: 
the Knight hearing the diflimulation of the Ar 
piwered not ; and fo they rode forth along, tilt 
£ 88 another River. And the Archer demi 
| Was Lord, is that the ſame 2 Nay, fay then 
Sur ioon we ſhall come th:reto, O my Lord, « 
bs bask, becauſe that the Fox whereof | ſpake 0 
W day , was no greater than a ſheep Ard 
y had ridden bf evening, they found a River 


ar breadth;and when the Archer ſaw it, het 
Thake for fear, and demanded of his Lord; 
gd . is this the River ? Yea, ſaid the Knight. 0 
ard, faid he 7 aſſure you on my faith , that the? 
which Tſpake ro day, was no greater thant 
Bx magy: wc law to day,wherefore I confcls to 
by. fi, And then the Knight began to ſmi ec, 


3 


d to h's Archer in this manner. This River 


$-no worſe than the Rivers which we ſaw beforea 
d rhrough. Then the archer was aſhame 
caulc Ne might no. more cover Nis 1eallfg. 


Of Eſops Fables. 1$1 
The Moral. 
Nerefore it 17 good ever to ſay the truth, and to pra- 
bunt dealin: bath jn word and deed "for Falſe 
1 of @ liar , procurc bis own ſhame and contempt 
; men, 


mum_____ 


— — —— — ————— 
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of the Eagle and the Raven, 


One ought to take upon him for to doa thi 
which is perillous , except he know himſelf 
wietodoir; as appeareth by this fable An Eag 
F flying took a Lamb, whereof che Raven had gi 
py, and ſaid to himſelf, wherefore ſhould nor Ii 
lm) 2s well as the Eagle 2? And ſhortly after 
ven ſaw 2 great flock of ſheep paſs along byY 
deſcended very proudly and outragiouſly on 
linſuch manner (mote a weather,that rhe-cl 
(ein the fleſh , hy reaſon whereof he could 
Then the Shepherd came and brake his! 
[took him , and afrer bare him to his childg 
q withal ; and they demanded of him, whath 
& 4nd the Raven anſwered to them, 1 ſuppt 
pe been an Eagle & by my over-weening,l t 
d have taken a Lamb as the Eagſe did ;B 
In well that Fam a Raven, 


The fifth Bok 


The Moral, - 


Wherefore the feeble ought not 16 comp ie with 
Strong ; for ſometime when he ſuppoſeth 10 do mare; 
be: may, he falleth thereby into great diſh, « 
peareth by this preſent fable of the Raven,whichſ 
himſelf to be as flrong as the Eagle. | 


ms IE IRE ee oY} 


Of the Eagle andthe Weeſel. 


© Mn, what might ſoever he hath, ovpht ! 
aiſpriſe anvther , as appeareth by this pre! 
we, Ofan Exgle which chaſed ſometime after 
Ft, and becaufe thit the Hare might not 7 
aſt che Eagle, he demanded aid and help oft 
beſel , which took her in her keeping; ard hecuul 
Eaple ſaw the Weeſel fo little. he deſpiſed Ne 
Eby force took away the Hare ; wherear the 
was wroth . and went and b*held the neſt off 
We , which was upon a high rree, and (ſeeing 
bed up into the tree, and caſt down rheEapr 
: WIKKEW 
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eof they died 3 And for this cauſe the Eagle wa? 
v, and went to Jupiter , praying him, that he 
{4 nd him a ſure place where he might lay his 
«, and his lictle Chickens; and Fipiter did 
«cit, and withal gave him ſuch a gitc, that when 
time of childing did come, ſhe ſhould make her 
re ones within his boſom... When the Weelſel knew 
| te gathered together a quantity of ordure or 
. and thereof made a high hill, for to let her (elf 
from the top of ir , into the boſom of Fapiterzand 
jen Jiqirer felt rhe ſtink 5 he beganto fake his 
bone, and both the Weeſel ard the Epps of the 
ſell down the ground , and thus were all the 
w broken a:d loſt ; And when the Eagle knew ir, 
made a vow that ſhe would never make any 
k, untill ſhe were thereof aſſured | 


The Mora!.. 


Ind therefore none , how mighty and ſtrong ſoever 

le, ought to deſpiſe another ; for there it none ſo 
\ bat that he may avenge himſelf ether one we 

Whrr: ; 
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Of the Fox and the Goat, 


E whichis wiſe, ought to conſider the end 
fore he begin any work , as appeareth by" 
te, Of a Fox and a Goat, which ſometime: 
ded into a deep well to drink 3 and wheat 
Erunk, becauſe they could nor come up again, 
aid to the Goat, my friend , ifthou wilthe 
zwe ſhall be (Gon both our of this well:forif th 
Het thy two feet againſt the wall, 1 ſhall wellls 
thee, and then 1 ſhall leap our of the well: 
m 1 ſhall be our of it, thou ſhalt rae me by 
and I ſhall draw thee out of the well. Andu 
ing the Goat accorded , and (aid, I will. 4 
he Goat lift up his feer againſt the wall,andv 
did ſo much as by his ſabtilty he got out off 
erand when he was out, he began ro look dc 
bn the Goat wiich w:s within the well: 414 
ſaid unto him , hely me now as t' ou bet 
ed But the Fox began co laugh at him, (eying 
ger Goat, if thou hadſt been wiſe , accorc'n;! 
© gravity of rhy fair heard , thou wouldzlt,c 
er thou hadſt enrred into this well , have ti 
aced how thou ſhouldeſt come forth again, 
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The Moral. 


wref ore he that will wiſely govern himpelf , ought 
"2 tab! heed ts thetnd of the work. 
- 


NE eee 


0f the Cat and the Chickens, 


E that is falſe by nature. » ard hath begun to de- 
ceive others , will nſe . his crafe ſtill 3 as it ap- 
h ly this preſent fable, 4 Cat there was thar 
ine took a Chicken , the which he began very 
ly to blame,only that he might pick a quarrel" 8 
n, laying unto him after this manner: came hi- 
lttle chicken , thou doſt no good vut Cf all ne 
and keepeſt me rhereby from ſleeping. 4nd the 


ken anſwered, 1 do it for my great profir, Then 


tfaid ro him, Yer which is worſe, thou art an 
02s leacher, for thou knoweſt naturally toth 
ther and daughter. And thc Chicken ſaid,] do 
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it that my maſter may have eggs for his eating; 
any maſter for his profit , gaveto me bork mother 
daugrer for ro multiply the eggs ThentheCz 
ro him, By my faith Goſſip thou haſt excuſes ena 
but nevertheleſs thou ſhalt paſs through my th 
for | purpoſe not to faſt this day for all thy wor: 


The Mcral. 


Tha it is of him that is aceuſtomed to liveby 144 
for he cannot attain from it , for all the excaſes 
may be made, 


<—_—_— Mn A 


Of the Fox and the Buſh. 


"M:: ought not to ask help of them rhar Len 
AT 4 accuſtomed to do evil than good, a+ it afp 
Certrby.this Fable : There was a Fox . which 
F eſcape the peril to be taken trode upon a thor? 

= did hurt him fore; wheretore weeping he faid'd 
» Buſh, lam come to thee as my refuge, and #90! 
ſore hurt me. And the Buth ſaid to him,rhov huſt 
red and beguiled thy ſe.f, for thou ſuppoſeſt 93 
taken me as thou doclt hens and Chickers. 


' 
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And therefore men »nght not to help them which 
acaflomed ta do evil ; but o:1ght rather to hinder 


———__—— 


Of the man and his Idol. 


+1 


F theEvil man ſometimes cometh profir ro ſome 

other , though ir be contraty to his will,as ap- 
areth by this Fable : Of a man which had in his 
aſe an Idol, which he oftentimes adored as his god, 
d the more he prayed ro him, the morc he failed 
became poor z wherefore the man was angry at his 
bol : and took ir ly the leggs, and ſmote the head of 


oſtrongly againſt the wall, that it brake all to pic- 
$, out of which Idol ifſued a great creglure, where. 
the man was glad and joyful, And the man faid 
the 14ol , Now know 1 well chat chou Wwicked, 
' and perverſe ; for when | worſhipped thee chou 
«At noughe for acc. 

The Moral. 
Teerefere when evil men ds 69.d , it is againſt tht 
' , Or 
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Of &a Fiſher, 


l 
wige,\ 


("2476 
& "rr 


— 
_— 
_ 


ice Fiſher y iped for ro make the fiſh cance 


J ghen he ſaw that for no ſong he couldy: 
y v dance. be waxed angry, and caſt his net 
ter and rook great ſtore of fiſh;and vie 
a n his ners to Jand , the fiſh began ro lan i! 
ance , and then he ſaid unto them; Certain'y Wſcat 
eth 1 ye be very evil beaſts , for now when yt? 
* leap and dance, and before when | pipe 
ag-pipe , Icould not get you to dance. 


The Moral. 


efore it appeareth well ; that theſe things wh 
| "p eaſon ; be well has: and by g10d advice. 


© 


_ 
4 
o 


Of Eſop's Fabler. 


Of the Cat and the Rat, 


© man thar is wiſe, and hath once beent 
 puiled , will no more truſt him that hath be 
&d him ; as rehearſerh this fable, Of a Cat tha 
a into an houſe wherc many Rats were, which he 
(earone after another, And when the Rats per,” 
ed the fiercene(s and eruelty of the Car,they held ? 
bunlell rogerher, where they determined with one 7 
*nt , that they ſhould no more come vpon the 
ground. Wherefore one of the moſt ancient ſaid 
the other, My brethren, ye know againſt whom } 
Wy not refiſt, therefore we muſt needs hold our? 
"& upon the upper balks,rothe end our enemy may 
ake us ; of the which words the other Rats were 
"i content,and agreed tohis counſel. And when the” 
inew the counſel of the Rars he hung himſelf by” 
io feet behind, vpon a pih of Iron which ai . 
*10 204'x, teigning himfelf ro be dead. T 


os 


ot the Rats looking downward , and ſeeing the 


iO hanging 


began to laughrt , and (aid ro the® 
0 my friend : : 


z if I knew that thou werr dead, £2 
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would come down ; bur 1 know thee to he falſe.ar 


do'ſt but hang ſo, conterieiting thy felf to hes 


there:ore I will not go down, 


The Moral. 


By which we learn; Not totreft hi 
which hath deceived F once. ft him the ſeed 


WU As — 


— 


Of the Labourer and the Pylarge, 


E which is taken with the wicked and 
ought to ſuffer like pain ard puniſhment 
peareth by this fable, Of aLabourer which i 
ne drefled and ſer gins for tg take the Geele,% 
Cranes, which did cat his Corn, It hapred 
mce in a morning he took a great many Geele 
nes,and a Pylarge among them, which carne 

y'd the Labourer.to let him go; ſaying , It 
Tame not thither rode any harm, Art theſc words 
Labourer began to laugh and ſaid to the Pylarge 
*thou had'ſt nor been in their fellowſhip, thou 24a 
tEncred into my net,nor been taken ; Lur becauſe! 


Of Eſop's Fables, 19x 
rfound 1nd taken with them,thou ſhalt be puniſhe4 


» 2 
The Moral. 


Wherefore none ought to keep company with ſuch as do 


unleſs be be willing to be puniſhed,as they be for 
ir bad condition, 


— 


6f the Child which: bept the Sheep- 


le man which is 4ccuſtomed to make leaſings, 
ſhall not be believed when he tellcth the trath 5, | 
rekearſeth this preſent fable , Ofa Child whick * 
metime kept Sheep.the which cryed oft withour *? 
uuſe,faying, Alaſs, for Gods love ſaceour me,for the ? 
Volt will eat my Sheep, And when the Labourers, 
tat cultured and eared the Earth thereabours heard 
dcry,they came to him, and did ſo very often, and 
une nothing. And as they ſaw that there was no 
oives,they returned again to their own lah<ttr.Note 
altanding it hapned on a day ; that theWolf cane 
adeed and the Child cryed ag he wasaccuſtomed to * 
K rey that the La! ourers Ra pou ofren 
na deceived, they kept their work ſtill, an pps 
z FEY KeP H" , **" 
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fed that it was nor-truth, by reaſon whereofthe we! 
ran away with one of the Sheep, | 


#* . The Moral, 


_ Thus we ſee, that men will nat willingly bi 
bim that is known for a liar. 


| —— — 
— — 


Of the Ant and the Columb 


Ine ought to be ingrateful for the beneh!s 
wich he receiverh of another ; as rehearſe! vi 
able, Of an Ant which came to a Fountain © terec 
3. and as ſhe would have drunk, ſhe ſell into the 
| *wherein ſhe thought ro have been drowned Biffce, 
mac help ; and the Columb took a branch of 1 nite: 
and caſt it to ſave her; and then the Ant wei Sioloe 
wwpan the branch and ſaved her (elf. Then came ing hy 
Faulconer , which would have taken the ſaid Co- Wt 
dz and the Ant ſceing ihe Faulconer preparing tis 
came to his foor, and fo faſt pricked him,thar ſhe 
(ed him to (mite the earth with his foor, and there 
h made fo great a noiſe, that the; Columb hear 
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Land withall flew away before the gins and nets 


re (et; 


The Mora!. 
Whyrefore 1810 ought ty forge! the benefit whic#he 
breczived of ſome 0th*y ;, for ingrattinde is a great 


e evill that a man ſheweth to another cometh 
to himſelf ; as appearerh by this Fable, Of a 
which offered unto Fupiter a piece cf honey , 
tereof Fupiter was much joy ful, and faid ro the Bee, 
demand of me what thou wilt, and I ſhall give ir 
bee, Then the Bee pray'd him in this manner , O 
wer , 1 pray rhee that thou wile granc me, that 
hoſoever ſhall come to rake away , my honey,if T 
ng him, he may ſuddenly die. And hecaule Jupiter 
wed the humane Image , he ſaid to rhe !!£e, Let ir 
cethee, thar whoſoever ſhall rake thy hor ey, if 
ou ſting or prick him, incontinent rhou ſhalt Ge: 
I thas her requeſt was turned to her own harm. 
The Noral 
Wherefore men ought not 10 demand of God any thing 


ut if diſb,neft er unjuſt. I 2 of 
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Of the Carpenter and of Mercury, 


7 Y how much God is more merciful and ben 
LJ:0 the good and holy,ſo much the more he 
the wicked and evil; as we may ſcebyt 
a Carpenter which cut wood by arive 
meaTemple to the gods: and 5 he cur wood, 
Hellinto the water; wherefore he began to we 
rep call ro the pods for help. And the god Me 
appeared rohim, and azked him wh 
je wept. and ſhewed unto him an Ax of Go 
ked of him if chat were the Ax which he 
gand he ſaid, Nay : then the god ſhewed h 
her Ax of Silver and «e ſemblab'y ſaid : and 
He Mercury (aw that he was good and true, he dre 
Ax out of the water, and gave him, and mi 
od befide he pave him- And the Carpenter it 
Nis ſtory ro his fellows z of the which one of the 
ame to the ſame place to cut as his fellow did befc 
Id let fall his Ax into the water,and began to 
Ind demanded help and aid of the gods. WhereuP' 
Mercury appeared before him, and ewed to h1iÞ 
x of gold and demanded of him , ſaying = 


V, © 


| md (aid, Yea , fair Sir, and mighty God , thar | 
Kit:and Mercury ſeeing the Malice of the Yil- 
woe t0him neither the one nor the other , bur | 
bn weeping for his own Ax. 


The Moral. 


y God which is good and juſt,rewardeth all good 
@ this wirld, every one after his deſe: ving, and + 
d the evil and unjaft. | 


—— -  — 


0f the young Toief and bis Mother, 


te Child which is not chaſtiſcd in the begins» 
ning, will prove evil and perveric in, he End: as 
Tay perceiv-: by this Fable , There was © young 
bid which in his vourh began to ſtealzand all that hc 
flea! he brought to his Mother , and the Mother 
kit gladly, and would in Do wiſe corre& N15 and 


the had ſtoln many things he was taken and cone 
I 4 demned 
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demned to be hanged; and as men led him ts 
Juſtice , his Mother followed him , and wept ers 
And then the Child pray'd the Juſtice thar ke mig 
ſay ſomewhat to his Mother ; and having leave, 

approached to her , and making as rhough he nc 

ſpeak to her in her ear , with his teeth hehir of) 
noſe : for which when the Judge blamed him, he 

ſwered him in this manner , my Lord, ſhe is thee 

of my death ; for if ſhe had well chaſtiſed me, 1h 
got come to this ſhame, 


The Moral 


By which Fable we may learn, That it is better 
Parents tg chaftiſe their Children being young, 1ban 
grieved by them when they are old. 


Cf Elſop's Fables. 


Of the Man ard the Flea, 


Very little evil is to he puniſhed 3 as appeareth 

5 this fahle There was a man which took 2 
Flea that bir him , to whom he ſaid, Flea, why bireſt 
Bou ME, and wilt not Jer me ſleep 2 and the Flea ane 

ed, Itis my kind rodo ſo; wherefore I pray thes 
jut Me Nor to death And the man began ro laugi 
rd 11d , Thou canſt nor hurt me greatly, nevent 
&,cnly for biring me thou ſhalt dic, : 


The Mora!, 


Therefore ſmall evils are nit 10 be ſuffen 
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Of the Husband and bis two Wives, 


ELOthing is worſe to a man than a woman ; 254 
= pearcth by this fable. There was aman 
anage had two Wives,that is to ſay,an old and 
Wg,which were both dwelling in his houſe; a 
ſe the old defired ro have his love ſhe pulle 
ack hairs from his head,becauſe he fhou!d bet! 

© like to her: and the young woman on the othet 

Hed out all the whice hears,co the end that he 

id ſeem the yeurge;,and more fair in herfight 

thus the good man abode without any hair 0 

head. 
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A d therefore it is great fally for an artient man't 
J 4'ain, or for any man 10 place his affefliemn 
women at once, and to ſeel; te pleaſe them baths 


o 


Of Eſop's Fables. 


Of the Labourer and his Children, 


HF that laboureth continuallyis likely to be rich 

in ſubſtance,as it appeareth by this favle. There | 
ws 2 laboring man which had diligently wroughr' 
l his life time, and was thereby waxen rich ; and _ 
then he ſhould die,he ſaid ro his Children, My | 
Treaſure I have lefc in my Vine : and after thar this 
good man was dead his Children ſuppoſing that h's * 
Treaſure had been hid in his Vine, did nothing a'l 
Gay bur delve; and it bare more fruit than ir a 
KITE, ow 
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Fer who (5 travelleth well, he hah +5. 
Jr to eat, and be that wor ketb no 1, G16 20008 
$54 + 
, wn 

v4 


| ao :- 
Hcore endeth the ſabtil Fables: 3 


200 
Here begin the Fables of Avian 
right pleaſant to be read, 


The firſt Fable is of the Old Weman 
and the Wolf. 


w . \ \\ 
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yery kind of ſpirit is nct to be belieyed by uv 
appearerh by this Fable, Of an old woman 
aid unto her child becauſe it wept , certai 
weepeſt anF more, I ſhall make the Wolfe 
The Wolf hearing this Old. woman fayfo, 
8H at the gate,and ſuppoſed ro have the child 
& and when che Wolf had tarricd there fo long 
ne was hungry , he returned again to the woad, 
me She-wolf demanded of him ,'Why haſt rhou 
phe me no meat ? and he anſwered, The Old- 
0 hath beguiled me, which promiſed me her 
cat, and ar the laſt I had jr nor. 
* The Moral, 
erefcre men outht nit to put any great confident 
Weman ſpeeches. F 


De AY 55 5-5. 


The Fables of Avian. 20r- 


fecradF able 13 of the Tortoiſe and o/ the othcr Birdes 


IN that exalcerh himſcif more then ſie ought to 
1%, ſeldome cometh to good , as ——_— by 
fable : Of a Tortoiſe which ſaid to the Birds, If 
ll lfe me up very high from che ground into the 
| ſhall ſhew to you great plenty of precious 
s,Then the Eagle took her,and bare her ſo high, 
he might not ſee the Earth, and ſaid to her ſhew- 
the precious ſtones that thou promiſedſ} to 
ve: and becauſe the. Tortoiſe might not ſee the 
wd that the Eaple knew well that he was de- 

Rd, he thruſt his n pn; tek che Tortoiſe belly, 

Llled her, 
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which Fable we learn, that be which 
p and glory, may not get it without 
ne it is better and more ſure for\ 

if lowly, then40 exalt himſelf on 81 
ſamefully : for it is a commonty 
welb bigber than be [1 ould , fallet 
* would, | 
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Tit Third fable is of the tw3 Craw-fiſhes, 


— = 
—— _— o 
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e man which will undertake to reach othe 
= ought firſt ro examine and corre himſelf; 
Appearcth by this fable, Of a Craw:fiſh, » 
Wd have chaſtiſed her own Daughter, becauſe 
Fwent not right ; and ſaid to her, my daughter 
ferh me not thar ye go thus backward, for there 
g mayſt come to ſotne harm. - And the Davg 
g ro her, my Mother, ] ſhall go right and fors 
ta good will, if ye will go before me to ſhes 
$ way 3 bu: the Mother could go no otherwiſe 
wer her kind; wherefore the Daughter (ail to} 
ay Mother , learn firſt your felf for to go ridttft 
of 6d, :r d then ye may teach me, 


: 4 The' Moral, 
Wherefore he that will reach athers; ought fit lt 
god exa RP. himf. 'f; for "red ſhame it ſs fol ; Dt 


oauve bis own faults sccuſe him 


FX" 
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The feurth Fable 19 of the 4ſt and the Lions ; bin. 


Ore ougrh to glory in the goods of others; as 
rehearſeth ihis fable, Of the Aſs , which fome- -, 
found the skin of a Lion, which he did wear ong 
*ut he could never hide hiscars wherewith, Andi” 
the was(as heſuppoſed | well aray'd with rheſaj hy, 
ran into the Foreſl;and when the wild beaf 
him come,they were fearfull and began to; th 
they thought ir had been the Lion. And tha 
Fof the Aſs ſought his Als vp and down WF 
and when he had long ſouphr him he 
wuld 2010 theForeſt,and as he was in WE 
det his Aſs array'd as is beforeſaid But'm 
F#hich had ſought him long, ſaw his eargyy 
tknew him well; and anon he took him,al 
4 wanrer Ha ha Maſter Af are ye cloths 
lions «kin? chou m:akeſt the beaſts afraid 
q knew thee as well as Ido, they would'T 
but | aflure thee,that weil 3 ſhall beath 
Then ke rook from him the skin of & 
ad tohim, Lion thou ſhalt þe no More 
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ſhalt thnu ever he: and his Maſter fo beat him y 
a cudpe], thar ever after he rememored ir, 


The Moral, 


Therefore he that advanceth himſelf with vibe 
goods, 1s avery ſool: for as men ſay commanty , 
not well array'd , which is clathed with anxher 
Gown, 


© ——— 
— 
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The fifth Fable is of the Frog and the Fez, 


IT is great folly for any man to attempt todo 
hich he cannot do; as by this fable apyeare 

A Frog ſometime came our of a Ditch and prelu 

to leap upon an high Mountain 3 and when ſhe 

pon the high Mountain , ſhe ſaid ro the orher 

m a Miſtriſs in medicine, and can give remed! 

[ manner of ſickneſs by my art and ſubtilty,and % 
Fender you good health; whereof ſome beliercd® 
Then the Fox , which perceived the fooliſh bee! 
The beaſts , began laugh, and ſaid to them, 


h. 
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ali,how may this foul and venomons beaſt, which 
kckand pale of color, render and give to ys 
alt? | 


The Moral. 


the Leach that will heal another ,ought firf# to 
b bimſelf; for [6 many counterfeit the Leach, which 

wt 4 word of the Science of Medicine ; from the 
> Ipray God to keep you. 


E that is vain-gloriops of that which ſhould 

bumble him , is a very fool 3 as by this Fable 
{t plainly appeareth, There was a man which had 
Dogs, of the which one without barking vicd 
te the folk, and the other barked bur did nor 
» And when the Mafter ofthe houſe perceived 
malice of the Dog which barked nor, he hung a- 
it his neck a bell, ro the end that men ſhould be- 
col him ; Wherefore this Dog was very proud 
thereof, 
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thereof, and beganro diſpraiſe all other Dogy 
the which one of rhe moſt antient Gaid unto hi 
fooliſh beaſt, now perceive l will thy folly and 
madneſs,in thinking that this bell is given the 
thine owndeſert and merit:for certainly it isne 
but it is taken to thee for demerir,and becauſe 
ſhrewdnefs and great treaſon to ſhey that the 
falſe , and a traitor. 


The Moral 


Whereby-we learn, that nine ought to be inf 
that thing whereof he ought to be ſorrowful, « 
fools be., for a great fool were that ' thief , which 
' tngled to be banged with a cord of gold about bit 


arp po 1 therof, althongh the cord ware 
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ſeventh Fable is bf the Camel, and of Jupiter. 


Fery creature ought to be contene with that thar 
od had given him, without raking the inheri- , 
of others; as appeareth by this fable OftY 
| hich ſomerime complained ro Fupirer of tt 
beaſts that mocked him , becauſe he was nd 
iful as they were, wherefore inſtantly he pray 
fujirer in this manner, Fair Sir, and mighty God, 
a) thee that thou wilt give me horns,that | may 
be more mocked. Fuprter chen began tO langh, 
lin ſtead of giving him horns , he took from him 
ears ſaying, Thou haſt more good than it Deho- 
th thee to have $ and becauſe thou demandeſt char 
< thou ought'ſt not to have, Ihave taken from 
ear which thou oughrt'ſt to have. 


The Moral, 


Far ns man ought to deſſi more than he ought to 
vive, left he thereby loſe that which be hath. 


The 
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The eighth Fable is of two reliny. 


ovg| 


w; 4 2Pp 


< did me 
at the Ear 
Pot, the | 
ther : and 


En ought not to hold fellowſhip ith 
which 1s accuſtomed to beguile others;x 
erth by this preſent Fable,Of two fellows v 
Io crimes held fellowſhip rogether.to go bot 
mountains and valleys : and for to make herter 
dyage, they were {worn each to other, that no: 
n both ſhould leave other, until death ſhould 
jem. And 45 they walked in a Foreft,they met 
eat wild Bear and they hoth run away, for (ez TIER 
=ne which one of them climbed up into a tree:4*WM, pr. 7 
ne other ſaw that his fellow was gone & left bm, 
aid himſelf down on the earth, and feigned him! 
dead. Inocentnent the Bear came for to eat him: 
becauſle the gallant play'd well his game, the 
went forth on his way,and rouchr him not and! 
his fellow went down from the tree , and aids 
| him I pray thee tell me what the Bear (aid 101ht 
and his fellow ſaid He raughr me many fair (ect 
but among all other rhi-gs he ſaid ro me, 1h 
ſhould never truſt him which hatk once deccired 


fit villain) 


The Fables of Avian. 


The ninth Fable is of two Pots. 


oor ov ght not to take the rich for. his fel- 
y; 4 appeareth by this Fable, Of two Pors 
wenewas a Copper, and the other cf Karth, 
> did meer rogether in the River : and be» 
atthe Earthen Por went (wifter than did the 
fot, the Copper Por (aid, I pray thee let us 
her : and the Earthen por anſwered, I will” 
mth thee, for if rhou ſhould'ſt charce to hir 
1would'ſt break me in pieces, 


The Moral, 
ire the poor is a fool that compareth himſelf 


mich; for better it is for to live in poverty” * 
ie vilatnouſly and be oppreſſed of the rich» 
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The tenth Fable is of the Lian and the Bull, 


me ſerveth not a man alwayes to revenge! 

| ſelf upon him that hath done him an inx 

| __ by this preſent fable , Ofa Bull 
omerime fled before a Lion ; and as the Bull 

have centred into a Cavern for to ſave him, af 

- came againſt him to let him chat he ſhould not & 

to whom the Bull ſaid, is nor time now to 

” me on thee, for the Lion chaſerh me ; bur the 

ſhall come that I ſhall find thee our, 


The Moral 


Wherefore that man is not wiſe which t» bryre 
avenged on bis enemy, will bring kimfelf int 
peril and dang ey, 
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bs eleventh Fable is of the Ape and bis Song 


ſere is no greater folly than for a man to Pra 
tinſelf; as rehearſerh this preſent fable , 
pr Chief of the Gods, which made all the bealf 
xrds to be afſembled rogerher for to know their 
Therewith came forth the Ape,which preſent- 
s ſon to Jupiter, ſaying rhus, fair Sir,and mighty 
ok a:d ſee here the faireſt beaſt thar ever thou 
iſt in the world. Hereat Jupirer began to 
þ, Gayingunto him, Thou art a fool beaſt thus 
ruſe thy (elf, 


The Moral. 
Fy non2 ought to praiſe himſelf,but ought ts do (99d 
vertwous works, for the which other men may give 


Yaiſe and commendation. 


_ The 
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The twelfth Fable is of the Crene and the Praci 


Hough a man be never ſo excellent in any 
=. ence, yet is;it folly in him to praiſe himſe 
| p areth by this Fable. Ofa Peacock which ic 

made a Dinner for a Crane 'and when they 
maten and drunken enough,they had much talk i 
ler ; wherefore the Peacock (eid 70 the Crane, 
ſtnot ſo fair a form, nor ſo fair feathers as1 
*whom the Crane anſwered and (aid, Ic is tre 
yertheleſs,thou haſtnor ſo good and fair avert 
live For albeir that Thave nor (© fair feather 
du haſt, yer[can fly berrer than chow tliyſelf 
with thy fair feathers thou muſt ever avide or 
rh, but I can fly even where ir p/alcih me. 


The Noral. 
Thus every one ought to be content with that | 


— which nature hath beflowed on him , wilhiut mal 
ay vaunting thereof, 
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thirteenth Fable i8 of the Hrnier ard the Ter, 


LUZRSIS 7 


tworſeistheftroke of aT<ngve than the wound 

ola ſpear, as appeareth by this preſcar Fables 
iarcer, which with his arrows hure the wi 
; Mm ſuch wile that nenc <fcaped him : to thi 
aberſts a Tiger fierce & hardy (aid in this man 
* not aſraid ſo, for I ſhali keep you well- Arl 
tTiger came co the wood , the Hunter was hid 
a2 Buſh,and when he ſaw the Tiger paſs before 
ſhort him an arrow, & hit him in the rhigl 
tore the Tiger was greatly abaſhed and weepin 
*%* hphing, ſaid co the other Ecaſts,] wor Tr 
vaence this cometh unro me. And when 

'» him fo greatly abaſked,all laugiing he 

"uo Haha, Tiger. ct Ou art wonderſull wig 

®rorp Then the Tiper (aid ro him,my ſtreoj 

- me nor er this time,ſor none may FEep, 


atica'on ? And therefore ſome ſecret is 
l!nww not before, 


The-F ables 8f Avian, 
T he Mora! 


Tet not ith ſtanding this I may will avinth, th 
thrre is no worſe arrew , no! that burieth a man n 
than the arrow that is ſhot from an evil tongue, 
when ſome perſon proffcreth or ſaith ſome word in | 
felon ſhip of ſome boneft man of goo d life, all the fe 
low hip ſuppoſerbthat that which this evil tone © 
faid tx true, albeit that it be but lyims, Bur natod 
flanding the good man ſpall ever be wounded of the 
ariew, vihich wound ſhall be uncurable Anitt 
were the ſtroke of aſpear, it might be with ah 
gion healed, brcanje hat incontinent as the wit 
Jp«ben, he that ſaid it, is no more maſter of t. 4 
for this cauſe the ſtrobe of the toungue is mare dary! 
and uncyrable. 


Th: ſuurteenth Fable is of ther four Oren, 


En ought not to break their faith with ! 
good friends, nor to leave his feilowhp 
AT appcarerthy Mis favle of four Oxen which 
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ina fair green meadow. And becauſe that they 
them rogether, none other Beaſt durſt aſlail 
m,and alſo the Lion dreaded them much, The 
> Lion on aday came to them , and by his de- 
mble words thought for to beguile them z and to 
them the berzer , made chem to be ſeparated 
þ from ether; and when chey, were ſeparated, the 
nent and rook one of them.and when the Lion 

| have ſtrangled him, the Ox ſaid unto him, 
[p;be is Ffool that believeth falſe and deccivable 
xd;,and leaverh the fellowſhip of his good friend; 
{ne had been ever together, thou hadſt not taken 


. 
Ee 


The Moral. 


td therefore he which is ſafe ; and flandeth ws 4 
my to look to himſelf that he fall not throug 
mw folly; 
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Fable fifteen, Of the Bvſh and the Aubert.true 


4 ;One for his beauty ought ro diſpraiſe any other; 
S for ſometime ſuch an one as is fair ſoon waxeth 
and from high falleth low, as it appeareih by 
Fable. Of a fair Tree which mocked arid ſcorred 
le Buſh, and ſaid, Seeſt thou nor the fair heavr 
? Wirh me men edifice and build fair Hou &5, 

s, Caſtles. Gallies, and divers other Ships to 

a the Sea 3 thus he advanced and praiſed kimlell, 

} came there a Labourer with his Ax to hew and 
him to the ground : And as the Labourer ſmore 

p the fair Tree, the Buſh ſaid, certainly my bro- 


r, if thou wert 2s little as I am mcn ſhould nt 
y nor (mite thee to the pround, 


The Mctal, 


ElWherefore none ought 'o boaft himſelf of his wiſh) 
iy be that is nw in great honour and wor hip, hertaf'f 
a) fall into as great ſhame and diſhoncur. 


Fat 
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Fable ſixteenth. Of the Fiſher and the little Fiſh, 


her; 

vol | "En ought not to leave the thing that is ſure a 
thy certain, in hope of the unceztain a$to vu 
red itearſerh this Fable, Of a Fiſher, which with his 
eaury Woes 8 little Fiſh, which [aid to him, my fri end? 


y thee that thou wilt not pur me to ceath ,Ffor ne 
p; 08 an nought to eat : but when I ſha'l be greater, 
n (cl, hou come hither, of me thou ſhalt hive more good 
» and or then 1 ſhall ſerve thee a goed while, And the Fi 
moreitcr (aid, fich that T now have thee, thou ſhalr noE 
 bro- xcipe from me, for great folly it were in me to (eels? 
d rot here another time, | 


The Moral, 


Wi 
Fir men may not let go that whereof they be ſure. h3e 
10 have afterward that which is uncertain, 


K 3 Faile © 
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Fable ſeventeenth, Of Thathus, the Enviow ant 
the (ovetrons Mane 


« if, 


ZY WW = $—— 
- =o 


&T One ought to damage himſelf, to the end he 

V may hurt another the more, as it apperet 

y'this Fable of Jupirer, which ſent Phebuy into tt 
th, ro have all the knowledge of the rhoughs* 
en. This Phebus chanced to meet with two me" 
the which one was envious,and the other right co 
pus, Phebus demanded of rhem what their thoug! 

bs. We think ſaid they to demand of thee grrez! 
bs. To the which Phebus anſwered, Demand 
what ye will, for all char ye ſhail ask me I al 
tir you ; and of that which the frſt ſhall ask,t 
cond ſhall have double,or as much more zp:-N,Ad 
n the avaricious ſaid, 1 will that my fellow ai 
pl the will firſt; whereof the envious was wel 
ment and ſaid unto Phebus; Fair dir , [pray thee 

t I may loſe one of my eyes. 


Ti 
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The Mora! 


Wherefore Theoe' us began to lavgh, ard 7 Sir rut 
win to Juviter,end oli him the great malic? of the 
mize. which was joyfull and glud of the Farm and 
temare of arnther. and bow he was content '6 |. fer 
wt for to damage ſorme © her 


_ —_— 


Fable eighteenth, Of the Thief and the 
the Child that wept, 


© is a fool! that putteth his goods in jeopardy ro 
ve loft, in hope ro ger mcre : as apreareth by 
* Fable of a Thief which fovr,d a Child weeping 
des a Well, of whom the Thief demanded why 
wept, And the Child anſwered I weep hecauſel 
Ive 'er fall intro thigwell a bucker of gold And then 
eThief took off his clothes, ard laid them on the 
dard werir down into the Well: and when he 
* dawn theChild rook his clothes and wen! away 
iro him inthe Well - 
K 4 The 
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The Moral. 


Wherefwe none ontht to leave that which b+t 
in hope for to get that which he hath n#t «+ ant ih 
Thirgs never, come t9 goad which are gotten by 

Means, | 


—_— 


_— — 


Fatlz nineteenth, Of che Lion and the Goat. 


N 


# 
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Har man is wiſe which can keep himſelf (t 

the wily and falſe, as appeareth Y this fab!e, 0 
ta Lyon which mer with, a Goat which was Up 
"Mountain : and when the Lion law ker; he (aidr90 
*3n this manner,for to give her occaſion to come don 
Efrom the hill, ro the end chat he might ear her, ® 
Efiſter, why comeſt thou ror hither into this fair gree 
Emeadow.for to ear of rhele fair herbs or graſs? And l 
” Goat anſwered him; albeit rhat thou ſayeſt cruth , 
nevertheleſs fich thou ſpeakeſt ir, ir is neither for 
good nor profit, bur onely that thou mighteſ! w 
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10ur me, I mean not to truſt thy fair ſpeeches for 
ny times I have heard ſay of my Dame, he that is 
|,icthim not ſeck ro amend himſelf, 
The Moral, 
tie which is in a ſure place, is a fool, if be go from , 
pat himſelf into danger and peril, in hope of bentet, 
lane 


EE es 


I't twentieth Fable, Of the Crowwhich was thi 5 
Ly 


Etter is witthan force ; as rehearſeththis Fat 
of a Crow, which came to drink out of a By 
ket, and becauſe that ſhe might not reach to the 
ter, ſhe filled the bucker w ich ſmall ſtones, inſomue 
that the water came upwards, whereof ſhe did drit 
a pleaſure, 


The Moral, 


Whereby we underſtand that wiſdome 11 mare 0 
mmended than any word ly mig ht, and by Saprence 


a ref} great evil. 
R$ 
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The2 1, Fable. Of the Villain and of the 
Joung t.wll 


E that is of an evil nature, ſhall have grex 
pain to amend his conditions, #3 appeareth b) 
Fable of a Villain which had a young Bull , the 
mich he might n6t bind becauſe that ever he [mote 
A his horns, wherefore the Villain cut off h 
+ But when he would have bound him,the Bu 
his feer from him in ſuch wiſe, that he ſuffered 
nan to ome near him, And when the Villa 
Feeived the malice of the Bull, he (aid unto h 
N If chaſtiſe thee well enough, for I ſhall put thee 
mo the Butchers hands: and then the Bull indeet 
is chaſtiſ ed, 


The Moral. 


Thus men ought todo with wicked and revedio 
wople , which give themſelves to all hind of evil, 
amely, ts put them into the dang mans hands, and" 
him betheir Butcher to rule therf , for otherwiſe 


their accaſtomed conditions will more and not 
=: ! ſpread, 
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bad to the corrupting of be'ter diſpoſed perſins a+ 
we gh:m we lvoe. 


EO ———————— a 
"_- _ — _ 


The 22 Fable is of the Palmer and of the Satyr. 


En onght to beware of them which hezr both 
fire and water as rehearſerh this Fable, Of a 
gim which walked in the Winter through a great 
reſt and becauſe t. ar the Snow had covered ll 
mys,fhe wiſt nor whicher he went. Againſt whom 
mea Woodwoſe named Satyr,becauſe he ſaw hum 
4 : he approached to the Vilgrim, and brought 
to his pit : and when the Pilgrim ſaw him , he 
l pear dread, becauſe that a Wood wole is a Mon- 
ea man. And as rhis Satyr led this Piigrim 
da pit the Pilgrim did blow his hands for to hear 
 forlie was ſorea co d And the Woodwole 
Mm hor water to drink, and whea the pilgrim 
4 tare drunk it,he began to blow it. Andrhe 
Wdwooſe demarded of him, why he did blow it : 
@ the Pilgrim (aid, t blow it-to make it ſomewhat 
more 
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more cold. the Woodwoſe then (aid tohim, th 
fellowſhip is not good for me, becauſe that thai 
- beareſt both fire and water in thy mouth : therefore 
go hence from my pir, apd never return again ; fo 


the fellowſhip of the man which hath two tongues 
naughe, 


The Moral. 


Wherefore the man that is wiſe ought to fly the felin 


ſhip of flatterers,for by flattering and adalation ms 
nm havebeen deceived- 


— _ _ — 
rr ern tern nn 
— _— 


The.23. Fable is of the Ox and the Rat, 


FA 4 %» 
I. ad _——_— w - 


 VEVArogrer Hm roars ant 1 


+ Ords Ought :o love their SubjeRts for he whic 

is hated ct his renan's and Subjeas is not Lord 
tof his Lands, As it app* reth by this preſenta) 
Cofan Ox which ſom<rime was within a ftav 60 | 
"the Ox on 2 time would fain hiwe lept N 
"came and dir him by ihe thiz +774 as the G w_ 
* hare ſmitten him, hc ran away into his ”" - i, 
then the Ox bega1 to Menace the Rat, 42d te 
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ro him, 1 am nor afraid of rhee, albeir Tam lir- 
, [may iMpeach thee, And if thou arr great,thank 
ppareurs becauſe thereof, and not thy ſclf, 


The Moral. 


Nerrefore the ſtrong ought not to diſpraiſe the li tle, 
hue him as the chief or head ought to love his 
1; for he that Joveth not, ought not to be loved : 
therefore the Lord muſt love bls Snbjefs, if of them 


mald te loved. 


ADNDTI, 


if 


I'I0T 


PP” 


E that ſceketh to ger more then he ought , oft- 
mes getteth nothing , as ſaith this Fable, of 
Wn which that a Gooſe that , Jaid every day an 
of pold, The man out of covetouſneſs command» 
day ſhe ſhould lay rwo eggs: 


On 


1 2 cr a 
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Wherefore the man was wroth with her,and flewhe 
by means whereot he loſt his former profit, ar 
afterwards waxed very ſorrow ful, 


The Moral. 


H1w beit it was no time toſhut the ſtable. dog wb 
the hor ſes are gone : and he 1s not wiſe which ever ral) 
doth any thing whereof be ſhall repent him afims.4 
ner he (hat burteth himſelf to be averged on ſome vikr 
For becauſe he ſuppoſed to win all, he ft all. 


Is 


—————_—_— — A — CR 


The twenty fifth Fable is of the old Ape and bir im) 
Child ren. 


T_JE that ſometimes the parents doth diſpraile, 0 
times he proverh the beſt Child , as appeare') 
by this fable of an Ape which had two (C hildren, © 
Frthe which ſhe hared the one,and loved the orher;and 
thar ſhe loved ſhe took in her arms, & fed before the 


Dogs. And when the other ſaw that his Mether * 
um 
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tehind, he ran and leapt on her back , ard by 
gſen char the /itrle Ape which ſhe held in ler arms 
freth her thighr,ſhe ler ir fall ro the ground ; and 
other which the mother hated held faft on her 
4,2:d was ſaved, the which from henceforth kiſled 
(embraced his mother ,and ſhe then began great 
lore him, 


The Mozal. 


Wherefore many times it hapneth , that that thing 
ich i1 diſpraiſed and hated is better thanthe thing 
chit leved and praiſed, and many times the Chil- 
which be praiſed and loved, do leſs good than they 
be d1/pr aiſed and hated 
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Fable 25, Of the Wind and the earthen Pit, 


He man that overmuch exalcerh himſelf ſhall! 
= abaſed as app:areth by this fable, CO! a Por 
which made a great Pct of Earth, which he (er 
the Sun, that it might the berrer dry; and whent 
Wind ſaw the Por, he demanded, who art the 
and the Pot anſwercd,” I am a Por, the belt 
t can be fourd, and none may impeach me, Fi 
id the Wind, Thou art yer all ſoft, and haſt neit 
yertue nor force, and becauſe | know thy great pri 
T ſhall break thee in pieces, to the end that 
"mayſt have knowledge of thy great pride. 


The Moral. 


” Therefore the feeble ought to be meek, and bu 

himſelf, and ſhew obe1ſance to bis Lord, and nit Thy 
" exalt bimſelf more than he thought, and tothe end bt 
ns; abaſed. 


I be Fables of Avian. 
Fable 27, Of the Wolf and the Lamb, 
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) F tmoevils men ought ever toeſchew the worſt, 


ifany of them may be eſchewed 45 ir} appear- 
this fable of a Wolf which ran after 2 F.28 
Lamb fled into the houſe were the G 
ne; And when the Wolf ſaw that he might 18 
& take the Lambyhe ſaid tro him bY ſweet WO 
we thy fellowſhip, and come with Me into th 
ids : for if thou come nor,thou ſhalt be taken with * 
n, and being taken , ſhalt be acrificed ro their 
ds. And the Lamb anſwered tO therWolf, 1 had 
her to ſhed all my blood for the love of the Gods, 
to be ſacrificed ro the , than to be caten and 
'oured of thee, 


The Moral, 


Teerefure he is full of wiſdom and prodence. who 
w2 great evile,may eſcape the greateſt of both. 


Here endeth the Fables of Avian, 


23D 
Here follow the pleaſant Fable; 
of Alphonce, 


The firſt Fa-'e a, of the E bart ation g* 
Sapie nce and Lovc. 
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R abe of Lucane ſaid to his Son in this manne! 
my Son, beware that the Ant be no morevn 
dent than thy (elf, which patherech, and aſſemb/c 
rogether in theSummer,all he necdeth to hive in 
Ewinter;and beware that thou ſleep ro lon ger than 
cock dorh which watcherhs% wake h eari'y n che mnt 
Ening & that he be no wiſer then thy (elf, whichro 
& pgoverneth nine Hens Bur ir ſuficerh char thou rut 
© and govern one well ; and alſo that the Dog be 1% 
more nobHle than thy ſeif, which forgerrerh not 1 
pood which is done to him, hut ever rememvrent 
Beſides my ſon ſuppo'e it not aſmall marrer to 117e 


good friend, but doubt not to have a thouſand rien 
a * 


The Fables of Alphonce. 231 


when Arabe would die he demanded , this que- 
mo his ſon, ſaying , my Son, how many good 
ds haſt thou ? and the ſon anſwered his Father, 
ad my Father 3 I hare, as I ſuppoſe, many ro 
wy friends, Then faid his Father, Account none 

x thy friends unleſs thou haft well afſayed and 

ed them before. For I aſſure thee 1 have lived 

in this world than thou haſt, and yer I have 
ten ſcarce'y halfa friend ; wherefore I marvel 
how thou haſt gotren ſo many friends, And 

n rhe ſon ſeeing the admiration or wonder of his 
ber, demanded of him,my Father! pray you give 
your counſe! , how I ſhall now aflay my friend. 

his Father ſaid to him,go thou and Kill a Calf 
put it in a ſack all bleody,and bear fre thy firſt 
rd, and ſay to him,ft is a man which thou haſt 

Land de ire him, for the love which he beareth 
ieethar he will keep thy miſdeeds ſecretly, and 

, to the end that thou mayeſt be ſaved. 

ſe] his Son followed; to whom his friend { 

m agan,for within my houſe thou ſhalr not 
[thou haſt done evil, will not bear the p 
it. Andkhzs one after another he aſſayed alt” 
riends,and every one of them anſwered him as 
rſt ; whereof he was greatly abaſhed , and re- 
ied again to his Father , and told him how he 
iped ; ard his Father ſaid , many be friends 
words. but few in deeds,bur I ſha!l rel] thee what 
L ſhalrdo : Go thou to my half friend, and bear 
im thy Calf, and thou ſhalt hear what he will 
"thee When the $on came to the half friend 
vs Father, he ſaid ro him as he did ro the G- 

+ Ard when the half friend underſtood the 
ner-he rook him ſecretly into his houſe , and led 
into an obſcure place for ro bury his dead Calf, 

dy the Son knew the truth ot the halt frienc's 

\Then the Son of the Arabe rarned again to hs 


acrand told him all that his half fricnd had done 
tO 


252 The F ables of Alphonce. 


o himThen the Father ſaid to his Son that the ! 
loſopher ſaid,that the true friend is found inexrr 
need. Then demanded the Son of his Father .$ 
eſt thou never a man which in his life time did 
whole friend ? and his Father anſwered and (ai 
never ſaw any, but I have heard of ſuch 2n one : 
ſhe Son anſwered, my Father, i;pray thee that t 
wilt rehearſe it to me,to the eud that by adver 
may get ſuch an one Then the Father ſaid untc 
Son after this manner;mySon,ſomerime l have he 
of two Merchants, which never had ſeen cach ot 
the one was of Egypr,the other of Bald:ch ; butt 
had certain knowledpe each of other by their 
which they wrote friendly 6neto the other,ltfo 
that the Merchant of Baldech came into 
». Cheapen and buy ſome ware,whereof his friend 
lad, and went 'to meer him, and brought | 
ipnly to his houfe, And after he had cheared 
eſhed him by rhe ſpace of fourteen days,the! 
erchant of Baldoch became very ſick , whereof 
© friend was right forrowful & incontinent ſent for 
* beſt Phyſirians & Leaches that were in all Eqyt 
© forecover his health,and when as the Phyfitians! 
> ſeen and viſited him , and well regarded his Ur! 
| they ſaid that he had no bodily ſickneſs, but that 
* was raviſhee with love : and when his friend he 
theſe words, he came unro him, and ſaid, my friet 
I: pray thee that thou ſhew me thy fickneſs:rhen! 
friend ſaid to him, I pray thee that thou wilt bt 
hither all the women and maidens that be in 
* houſe,for to ſee if ſhe which my heart defireth * 
* mong them. And anon his friend brought before 
both his own daughrers and all his ſervants. amo 
the which was a fair young maidenwhich he had ne 
riſhed fer his pleaſure .And when the fick mn la 
her,he ſaid to his friend, this ſame is ſhe which 
be the only cauſe of my life or death : the ws 


* his friend hearing,gave her unta himto be his = 
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d] ſuch goods as he had of hers whom he wed- 
d returned unto Baldoch with great joy, But 
£2 while after,it fortuned ſo that this Merchant 
we (ell into great poverty : and for to have\” 
conſolation or comfort,he took his journey to= 
tullrch and ſuppoſed to go and lee his friend, 
n about one ofthe clock he arrived in theCity; 
much as he wss not well arrayed, he was a 
by day light to go into the houſe of his friend 
atand lodged him within the Temple, nigh 
bs friends houſe, Ic hapned then,thar on the 
tight that he lay there, there was a man ſlain 
the gate of the fame Temple, wherefore the 
urs were (ore rroubledzand the people moved 
wmh,went ince the Temple, where they found 
ly fave only the Eg yptian; the which they took, 
nanded of him wherher he had flzinthe man, 
ay dead before the portal of rhe Temple. Help 
ng his misfurrune and poverty,conteſſed hg 
Wed the man, far becauſe of his cvil fortune 
id rather die than live, wherefore he was led 
2 Judge, and condemned to be hanged, And 
fied him rowards the Gallows, his friend ſaw 
d knew him 3 and began for to weep, remem- 
he benefirs that he had done unto him;wherea 
ie went unto the Juſtice, ard ſaid, my Lord, 
mn did not the Murther ; for ic was my felt 
Litard therefore you ſhould do greart ſin if 
dpur this puilrieſs man rodeath; 4nd anon 
itken ro be had ro the Gallows : And then 
Wan ſaid , My Lord he did it net, and 
ore evil ſhould you do to pur him to death, 
the two friends would have been harged 
br other, he which had done the murther 
"came and confeſſed there openly the fat, 
Kreſled himſelf before the Juſtice , and ſaid, 
d, none of them both have done the 
ud therefore puniſh nor theſe inno cont 
or 
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for I aloneought co bear the pain. Whereat the Jut 
greatly marvelled ; and for the dovbt which the 
in was great, the Juſtice took them all three, x 
led them before the King. And when they had 1 
hearſed to the King all the manner, afteringi 
thereupon made,and that he knew the truth of 
he granted his grace to the murtherer,and ſoallt 
three were delivered. Then the friend brought 

friend to his houſe and received him joyful'y , 

after gave unto him both ſilver and gold and : 
Egyptian returned again to his houſe, And when 
Father had rehearſed all thxs , his Son (aid ro hi 
my Father, I krow well that he that may geta gc 


friend is happy, and with great [abour 1 ſuppe 
ſhall find ſuch an one, 


The /ecs 
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k ſecard Fable it of he money delivered to beep, 


| *peniard arived ſometime | 

yt, and becauſe that he 
—_ 
e! ; that it were wiſely 
110 ſome true man. to keep v 
Ihecauſe that he had heard ſome [a 
City was @ true man,he went anon un! 
& t5 him his filver for ro keeP 'r And when 
kad Cone his voyage, he came again © im , and 
arded of him his filver - and ic anſwered himin 
$ manner wy friend, I know Not who thou 
. for 1 rever faw thee before that 1 know of, and 
hou fayeſt or ſpeakeſt any IFOTE words , 1 ſhall 
te thee 10 be well beaten. Then was the Spaniard 
whu!l and wroth & thereof he made 2 complaint 
b4 neighbours and the ncighbors ſaid unto hims 
uinly we be greatly abaſhed of that ye tell vs, for, 
1amorg vs all reputed and holden for goodman 
iitrue, and therefore, return again unto biw and 


F 
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with fair words demand of him that he will rend 
unto thee thy coin again 3; the which thinghedi 
And the old man anſwered him more rigorouſly th 
he had done before, wherewith the Spantardwas we 
derful wrothzand as he departed out of the old m 
houſe, he met with an old woman the whichden 
ded of him the cauſe why he was ſo troubled 2 
heavy. And afcer he had told her the cauſe why, 
old woman ſaid unto him ; Make gvod cheer ,for 
it be as thou ſayeſt , [ ſhall give thee counſel he 
thou ſhalt recover thy filver, And ke demanded 
her how it might be done ; and ſhe ſaid rohimybri 
hirher ro mea man of thy Countrey whom thi 
eruſteſt, and eauſe fair Cheſts ro he made, ard | 
them all with-ſtones,: and by thy fellows thouſh 
cauſe them to be born into his houſe,and to him! 
hall ſay that a Merchant of Spain ſent them unto hi 
ar to keep ſurely : and = the Cheſts ſhall 
hin his houſe thou ſhalt go again ard demard 
thim thy filver which thing he did; and as the \ 
Cheſts were born into his houſe the Spaniars » 
with them that bare them,and ſaid unto the old 
[this manner,My friends , theſe four C heſts be 
W of gold, filver,and pretious ſtones , which 
Fing to you, as he truſtieſt fand faichſulleſt m 
bat we know for to keep them (urely , becauſe tl 
do fear thieves that be in the deſait. After t 


” which words (aid, came he which the 01d woman' 
couſelled, and demanded of the oid man h's filme 


And becauſe that the oldman ſearedrhar the Spent 


- would hare diſpraiſed him, he ſaid, Thou art $6 
come ]marvel why thou tarricſt ſo long < re 


eame(?, and incontinent he reftored to him his fly 
and thus by the counſel of the 014 woman which 
greatly thankedghe had his goods again,and reurns 
into his own Countrey, 
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Third Favle ſpeabeth of the ſubri! invention of 4 
ſentence given upon @ dark and obſcure cauſe, 


)\ a time ir hefell, rhat a good Man a Labourer 
died, leaving nothing ro his Son, hur onely ans? 
ethe which Son lived by the labour of his hands.” 

7 poorly, This young man had arich neighbours 

dh demanded of him if he would (ell lis hovie : 

be ſaid no, becauſe it was come to him by. inherit» 

e. Where the ſaid rich man iis neighbour cons 
med oft with him to deceive him : bur the young 
led his company as mush as he might;-And rhe 
aman perceiving that the young man iled his com» 
ft heberthought him of a great deccic,and requeſt» | 
Wthe poor young mangthar.he would let ltim part 
ws houſe, for todelve & =# Oo wich he 

dhold of him for yearly renfaad che poor man ? 
Mn, And when the Cellar was made, the rich 3 
© Youpht into itren Tuns of Oil, of the which 
* vere full of Oil S&rhe other five were but halt- 7 

) Wd he made a great pitin che Earth, and pur 
"Of L 


IS 
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the hve Tuns which were half full in ir, and the 61% 
five avove on them, and ſhart the door of the Cel! 
and delivered the key to the poor young mary 
pray'd lin fraudently to keep well his Oil : by; 6 
poor young man knew not the malice and f):64 
his neighbour, wherefore he was content to keep t 
kev. And within a while after, as the Oil bers 
dear tne rich man came tro the poor man and aked 
him his goods, and the young man gave himthe ke 
This rich man fo'd to the Merchants his Oil, 2 
waranted each Tun full, And when the Merch 
meaſured che Oil rhey found bur five of the tenT! 
full, whereof the rich man demanded of thepe 
young man reſtirurion, And for to have his he 
| made him come before the Judge. And fo when 
poor man was come before the Judge, he demand 
time and ſpace for roanſwer ; for he thought hat 
Fg ad kept well and truly rhe Oil:and the Judge gr 
him a day, And then went he ro a Philolog 
hich was Procurator for the poor people, & pra 
Zhim for charity that he would give to him goodce 
fel at his n:ed. And he rehearſed and told untohin 
His caſe, and ſwore upon the holy Evangliſts that 
Crook none of che rich mans Oil, And when the Ph 
© ſopher anſwered ro him in this manner, my Son,) 
no fear, for the rruth may not fail:and che next 7 
> row after the'Philoſopher wenr with the poor man 
fore the Judgement-ſeat, & the ſame Philoſophei 
* conſtiruted by the King for to give the juſt lente: 
-of ir,/*nd after that the cauſe had been well defe 
and pleaded of both parries,che Philoſopher (aid, 
ſame rich man is of good renown, and [ ſuppoic 
chat he demanded more than he ſhould have, 4 
believe not that this poor man is guilry of theb 
which he purteth on him : but notwithſtanding, 
to know the truth of it, I ordain & give this ſentet 
That the Oil pure and clean of the five Tuos' 
are full be meaſured, and alſo the Lees thereof 3 


IH 
, It b, 


> 
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ther that the pare and clean Oyl of the five Turns 
h be but half full be alſo meaſured , with the 
x&sthereof ; and then look if the Lees of the kve 
s but half full be equal ro the Lees of the other 
tre Tuns which were wholly full : and if it be (o, by 
ng truly, that leſs be found within theſe vel- 
& which be but half full, than in the other, ir 
ull be thereby ſufficiently proved, that no Oyl hath 
> taken our of rhem + bur if there be found as 
Lees in the one as in the other, the poor man 
lbe condemned, And of this ſentence the poor 
joung man was well content 3 and by meaſuring, 35 
laid, the truth was known : wherefore the poor 
an was quit, and the rich man was condemned, ard 
ierent malice and falſhood known. 


The Noral. 


There is no fin or miſdeed done, but that once it ſhall 
nerf efted, p 


Fy 
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The fourth Fable 1s of the Sentence given whin | 
money which was found, i. 


Rich man ſometime went by 2 City, and a he 
walked from one fide to another a great [ris 
from him, wherein were a thouſand Crowns, the 
mn a Poor man found, and rook then to his Wile 
P, whereof ſhe was full glad, and ſaid,tharked 
God for all his goodneſs which he ſendeth to us; 4 
end now the great ſum, keep it well, And ups! 
morrow afrer the rich man made to be cryed 
ph rhe City, that whoſoever had found a thou- 
Crowns in a Purſezhe ſhold reſtore them to hm 
hand that he ſhould have for his reward an hat» 
fof thew, And when the poor man heard ts 
me ran incontinent to his Wite, and (aid to bet, 
Wife,that which we have found muſt be reſtored 
an; for it is far better to have an hundred Crowns 
hour fin.than a thouſand wrongfully: and thoug" 
me woman would hare refifted , yer in the end 
bs conten's And thus the poor man reſtored e 
Wk .* thoulasd 
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and Crowns to the rich man, and demanded of 
In his hundred Crowns : but the rich man, full of 
hood, ſaid ro the poor man. Thou rendreft nor to 
a! my gold which rhou didſt find ; for of it I lack 
hundred pieces of gold ; and when thou ſhalr 
rg meagain the ſaid four handred pieces of gold, 
20 ſhalt have of me the hundred Crowns which I 
niſed thee, The poor man anſwered, | have 
pght thee all that I have found : wherefore they 
{into great rife, in ſo much that the Cauſe was 
welt before the King to be decided. Wherefore 
ehing called before him a great Philoſopher, which 
& Procurator for the Peeple: And when the Cauſe 
bwell diſputed, the Philoſopher moved with pity, 
led the poor man, ard ſaid unto him, Come hither 
Friend 3 By thy Faith haſt thou reſtored all the 
ey which thou foundeſt in the Purſe ? And the 
or man anſwered, Yea Sir, by my Faith. Then the ; 
loſopher ſaid before the Aſſiſtance, Sith this rich 
11s true and faithful, and rhar it is not to be 
Pt that he would demand more than he ougt 
: and on the other part, men muſt bel 
t this poor man is known fot an honeſt and I 
n; therefore this is my Senrence, That the 4 
'f, tal the thouſand Crowns, and that 
hundred of them to this poor man w 
3 and after, when he that hath loſt wm 
me, thou ſha!rreſtore them to him ? a 
that another find the thouſand four 
owns, they ſþall ke rendred again untor 
WH which is here preſent, which faith that t& 
them. The which ſentence was agreeable 
wg to all the company, And when the riche 
the was deceivedby his own folly,he def | 
Jand grace of the King, ſayingy Sir, this pe 
ar hath found my Purſe, hath truly r<\tored 
vl that [ ought to have 3, bur certainly | we 
ceived him ; wherefore [| prav rhee rmnarteh 
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take pity on me, And then the King had mercy 6 
him, and the poor man was well contented and pai 
and al! the malice of the rich man was known, 


The fifth Fable is of the faith of three Fellows 


Fr it hapneth, that the evil which is procur 
to other, cometh unro him which procurcthit 
a$ It penn by three fellows, of the which twa 
were 'hurgeſſles, and a third a Labourer. the whi: 
being aſlemvled ro go ro the holy Sepulchre , the 
three fellows made great proviſion of flour for the 
Pilgrimage, 1n ſuck wiſe, that it was all conſumed, 
cept onely for to make ore loaf. And when the Pu 
aſſes ſaw the end of their fowr, they ſaid Ifwef 
ſome means tor to beguile this villain,hecauſe th 
is a right great eater,»e ſhall ſurely die for hong 
zerefore we muſt deviſe a way thar we may have! 
af, which ſhall be made of ail our flour. And ther 
re concluded rogether,ard ſaid, When the le 
{be pur into the Oven, we ſhall go and lay 
. to fleep, and he char ſhail dream beſt, the lc 
be his And becauſe that we borh be (ubtil a 
> he ſhall nor dream ſo well as we ſhall, thereſor 
loaf ſhall be ours ; whereof all three were » 
t, ard all began tofleep. But when the 
erperceived all their deceir, and ſaw that his fe 
$ were aſleep, he went and drew the loat our of i! 
n and cat it, and afrer he feigned himſc't to * 
p; and then one of the Burgeſles role vp, an 
to his fellows, ] have dreamed a wonderful dres 
two Angels have taken and born me with gre 
before rhe Divine Majeſty. And the other Eut 
s awoke, and laid, Thy dream is wonderful, bu 
ppole that mine is far fairer than thine 's : for 
reamed that twoAnpels drew me on hard ground,l 


py lead mc into hell, And after racy did o_ tit 
Ferry 


_) 


[ 
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win, which as dreadtul ſaid, Whois here? And 
br anfwcred, We be thy Feliows. and he laid ro 
xm, How be ye ſo ſoon returned? and they (a'd 
edeparted nor yer from hence, And he laid to 
1, By my Faith | dreamed that the &ngels had 
ace.o: you into Heaven, and the other imro Hel], 
erefore 1 ſyuppoied that you would never have 
again, and therefore [ roſe up from ſeep ; and 
uſe | was hungry , I drew the Lot out or the 
0, and car it, 


4 


The Moral. 


Thy it oft hapneth, That be which ſupp2ſeth to be- 
le ether, is boguiled himſelf. 


The Fable: » Altonce, 


The fixth Fable is of the Labourer and the Ki 
gale, 3 


Jere was fometime a Labourer which had 
Garden that was very pleaſant , into the whi 
be oft went for his diſport and pleaſure:and one d 
it even, when he was weary, and had trav-lled (or 
pro take his tecreation he entred into hs Gard 
ad ſer himſelf down under 2 tree, where he hes 
Song of the Nigheingale, And for the great ple 
feand joy which he took thereof, he ſought,and 
laſt found rhe means to take the Nightingale, 
end that he might have great joy and picaſured 
r afterward And when ſhe was taker, ſhe demand 
I of the Labourer, Wherefore haft chou taken | 
at pain torake me ? for wel! thou knowelt the 
yſt have no great profit by me, and the Labougy 
anſwered thus to the Nightingale , For tohez 
fingil have taken thee: And the Nightinga 
wered, Certainly in vain haſt thou laboured, fc 
good willl fing while | am in priſon : my 


The Fables of Alfonce. 245 


borer anſwered, If thou fingeſt nor weil, 1 (hall 
thee, And then rhe Nightingale fatid, Tt chov par 
within a Pot for ro be Hoiled, lirt'e meac ſhalc 
have of my body ;, and if thou letteſt me to 
waſted, there ſha!l be leſs; and therefore boiled 
roaſted thou ſhalr nor fill thy belly of me ; bur 
hou jet me fly, I ſhall do thee great good : 
three things I will reach thee , which thou ſhaſr 
better than three fat Kine, Then the Labourer 
the Nightingale fly : And when ſhe was out of 
bands, and thit ſhe was upon the tree ſhe ſaid to 
Labourer, My friend, I have promiſed thee that 
kull teach thee three things 3 whereof the firſt 's 
5, That thou believe nothing which is irhpotlivle : 
£ ſecond is, That thou keep well that rhat is thire : 
dthe third is, That thourake no ſorrow for the 
22 thatis loſt, which may not be recovered. And 
raſter the Nightingale began to ſing, andin her 
rg (aid thus ; Blefled be Ged which hath deliver. 
me out of the hands of this Villain or Curl, 
ch hath not known, ſeen, nor touched the pre» 
rs Diamond which 1 have within my belly; ſor 
ſhe had found ir; he had 5cen right rich and from. 
hands I had not « ſcsp:d, And (hen the LaboureE; 
i heard her Song, began to complain , ane 
ke preat ſorrow 3 and atter ſaid , 1 am onal ix; 
| have loft To fyir a treaſure, And the Nig 4 
efaid to rhe Latourer, Now krow | wel 1 
O% art a fool, for thou takeſt ſorrow for 8 
hereof thou ſhou'dſt have none 3 1nd toon thou 
Mrrorten my Dottrine , becauſe thou weereſt U8 
Wn my belly ſhould be a precious ſt onc, More 
oWÞcight than Tam; and 1 101d and taught 10 ene 
hoy ſhoyldft rever believe that 1h'rg whichas ue 
Pile and if that ſtore were one » why. nas 
thou loft it 2 ard if thov haſt lo!t ir, and mayWbl 
Rover ir, why takeſt thou ſo:row for it? 3» 


L $ 


> 
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The Moral. Gate 3 


Therefore it is folly to chaſtiſe or teach a fool, thai thapss 
will never belteus the learning and doArine which 1 
given to him, 


TT '—— 7 —_— 
— a 


The ſeventh Fable it f the Rhe'orician and the crocb 
backed, 


& Philoſopher ſaid once unto his Son, that when 
| he were faln by fortune into ſome dammage or 
z a5 ſoon as he might he ſhould deliver him out of 
d the end” rhar afterward he ſhould be no more 
a therewith ; as ir appeareth by this Fable, Ofa 
in Rherorician, which once demanded of a King 
r of all rhetm which ſhould enter into the City, 
mg ſome kind of faulr in their bodies, as crooked 
Feounterfeired, he might have of them at the erary 
rhe Gate a penny. The which requeſt che King 
anted, and made his Letters tro be ſealed and whit 
tet 


& 


| 
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m under the Signer, and he kept them til] at the 
Gate 3 and of every one that was lame, ſcabbed, of 
had any deformity on their bodies, he took a penny, 
khapned on a day,that among the reft a crook-back d 
t deformed man would have enrred within the Ciry, 
rithout giving any penny, and did put.upon his back } 
ifvir mantle, and afrerward came to the Gate: . And 
hen thePorter beheld him he perecived that he was 
jogple-ey'd, and ſaid unto him, pay.me my Duty. ' 
od the goggle-ey'dwould -pay him nothing, »where- | 
bre he took from him his mantle, and. 1 he ſaw | 
tut he was crook: backed, he faid unta- hin, Thou | 
wuldſt not before pay me a 'petny, Hut” now thou | 
hit pay me twain, And as they firived rogerher, his. } 
lirfell off his head,and thePorter which aw his ſcab- 7? 
y head, ſaid unto him now ſha!r thou, abr e pence 
rome. And-when the porter yer agile hands * 
wy him,and fer rharhis body 
a they thus wreſtling. togerher, the crook- backed 
t| to the ground, and hurt himſelf ſore upon the leg, 
| then the Porter ſaid uhrto him, Thou ſhale pay 
aefre pence, for thy body is all Counterfeired, where 
thou ſhalt leave here thy mantle; and if cheu 
dſt paid a penny at firſt, thou hadſt gone on uf 
free and quice, without auy further moleſtar 


' 3K} 
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Therefore he is wiſe that payeth that be 01 
that thereof came not to himgreater d 


d, and RE 
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The eighth Fable maketh mentzon of a Diſciple « 
a Sheep- 


wv. I 

ſe oo 
FLARE 
b MED 


+ -b 
| 
\ 


dere was ſometime a Diſciple which took 
ſure co rehear(e and tell many Fables. T 
iple pray d his Maſter to rei] him a long Fable 
Maſter anſwered, Beware it happen not anto 
gppeareth by this preſent Fable, Of a King. 
$ Fabulator. And the Diſciple ſaid to his M 
Ipray thee tell me how it befel. and the V 
mid unto his Diſciple , There was ſometime 
a that hid a Fabulator, which rehearſed unto hi! 
mes when he would fleep fiveFables,to rejoyd 
make the King merry,arnd to make him fall aflee} 
ar ir befel vpon a day , the King being heavy an 
© could in no wiſe fall aſleep. and after the ſa 
Sulator had rehearſed his five Fables, the King de 
ec to hear more:and then the ſaid Favulator rehea 
ad unto him 2 ſhort Fables, And lien the King (a! 
Sgco him, th at he would Icar ore more long, & the 
hall 1 ſleep. And the Favularor then rehearſed uct 
i 
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ch a Fable as here ſhall be ſhewed, of a rich 
a which went to a Market or Fair to buy Sheep, 
which man bought a thouſand Sheep : And as he 
returning from the Fair, he came to a River,and 
euſe of the great water he could not paſs over the 
ſe: nevertheleſs he were fo long ro and fro on 
mage of rhe ſaid River,rkar at the laſt he found 
grow way,upon the which might paſs ſcant three 
xp jt 6nce 3 and thus he and had them o- 
dre aſter another, And hitherto he rehearſed of 
Fable, the Fabulator fell aſleep; and anon after 
King awaked the Fabulator, ard ſaid unto him in 
smarner; I pray thee thatthou wilt make an end 
thy Fable which thou haſt begun to tell me + And 
Fabulator anſwered him in this manner 3 Sir, the 
ris great, and the Sheep are little ; wherefore 
tte Merchant drive over his Sheep , and after I 
Imike an end of my Fable. And then was the 
 pacihed, 


The Moral. 


Therefore be thou content with that I have rehearſed 
vhee ; for there be folk ſo curions in ſpeech , that 
cannot be content with few words. 
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The ninth Fable. is of the Wolf, the Fox, and ! 


re was ſometime 2 Labourer w hich coul%i 
& his Oxen , becaaſe they ſmore with t 
ore the Labourer ſaid rothem, 1 pra? 
the Wolf may devour you all, The whic 
Wolf heard, wherefore he hid himſelfne 
came for to eat them, And when night wa 
Labourer unbound his Oxen, and let the 
mis houſe, And when the Wolf ſaw the La 
dming toward him, he (aid, O thou Laboure 
Mme; to day thou didſt give ro me thy Oxet 
zerefore keep thy promiſe, And the Laboure 
| ore to the Wolf, I promiſed thee naught & 
and the Wolf ſaid, I ſhall nor ler thee go without 
 chy promiſe, And as they had (o great irife 
dnrention together, they remirred the cauſe to be 
1 before ny 5 and as they went ſceking i 
they mer with the Fox, unto whom they de- 
{ their ſtrife. Then ſaid the Fox unto them, | 
a give 00 your cauſe 2 good (entence? but | ma't 


- jpcaK 
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with each of you aparts and they were Content: 
the Fox (aid 0 the Labourer, Thou ſhalt give t© 
2 good far Hen, and another to my Wike, and 
1 make ir fo, that thou with all thine Oxen ſhall 
fresy to thine houſe. Wherefore rhe Labourer was 
1 content And after the Fox ſaid to the Wolt, [ 
well laboured for thee, for the Labourer ſhall 
gnto thee a great Cheeſe, and let him-go home 
+» his Oxen : and the Wolf was well content. And 
+ the Fox (aid unto te Wolf, Come thou with 
and 1 ſhall lead thee where the cheeſe is: and 
" heled him to and fro, here and there uni 
Moon did ſhine full brightly 3 and when 
came ro a Well the Fox leapt vpon ity # ſhew- 
wto the Wolf whe ſhadow of the Moon, which re- 
4 in the Well. and (aid 10 him, Look now Goſ- 
how that Cheeſe is fair , greats and broad haſt 
*therefore,and go down and rake the fair Cheeſe- 
the Wolf ſaid ro rhe Fox, 1 hou mu 
oth that ſhall go down, 4nd if thou wayſt 
it up with thee becauſe of the greatnels | 
1 come to help rhec ; and the Fox was, CON 
-1oſe there was 2 couple of hackers, of me w 
went down, and rhe other came vP - and the Fo 
wed into one of the buckets, ® deſcended into t 
el; and being down, he called the wolf, ſayi 
ſp, come hither and he'p, for rhe Cheeſe is ſo bi 
| cannot bear ir. Then the wolf being afraid? 
aihe Fox would cat the Cheeſe,cnrred haſtily into 
other bucker, and as faſt as the Wolf went down 
Fox came vP 3 and when ihe wolfperceived ihe 
coming, he ſaid unto him, My Golhp, ye 877 
- thou ſay'ſt rrue, (aid the Fox ; for thus it is 
\ the World,as one comerh down,rhe other gocth/ . 
' Thus the Fox through his ſubrilty departed, and 
«the Wolf inthe Well : {© loft rhe Wolf both the 
ten ard the Cheeſe, | 


THE. 
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The Moral, 


Tt is not good therefore to leave that which is cer- 
tain, for that which is uncertain ; for many be in libe 


fort deceived by th: falſhzod and deceit of Advicy 
vr oooyy falſl it of Advocates 


— — 


The tenth Fable is of the Husband, the Mither, and 
the Wife. 


re was a Merchant that married a youn? 
Ewoman, which had her Mother yet alive; 
med rhat this Merchant went once into a fat 
buntrey foro buy ſome warejand 25 he was goinks 
ook his Wife unto his Mother, ro keep and ru'c 
ef honeſtly cill he came again, His Wife then, by 
econſere cf hor Mother, enamoured her (eif on a 
young ran; wiich gzve her morey to buy go-d 
r, And as ihcy thice made merry, the Haz hand 
came again from tic Fair. and knockr at the door, 
whereat they vere abaſhced, Then ſaid the Mother 

| uriio 
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eo them, Fear nor. bnt do as 7 ſhall tell you, and 
are not : Then ſaid ſhe ro the young man. Take 
$i (word, and go to the gare, and beware you ſpeak 
ta word to him, bur let him alone: and as the 
Hnd-would hayeentred intothe houſe, ſeeing 
# youre man holding a naked ſword, he was great- 
rifraid : and then the Mother ſaid to him, my Son, | 
toy art welcome, be not afraid of this man, ſor | 
hree run afrer him for to have lain him, and by 
tance he found the door open, and this is the caufe 
xy he came hirher ro ſave his life, Then the Huſ- 
urd ſaid to them. Ye have done well, and 7give 
you great thanks, 


be 


el 


The Moral. 


Thus went the young man his wa) ſafely by the ſubrilty 
» bis Mot her and her Daughter ; To the which traft 
"iy ſelf if thou be wiſe, 
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The eleventh Fable is of an H arl1: or Bawd, 


friend 
Cn 

| mo! 
eſo! 

ber, 


e was ſometime a Gentleman which had the 


— Chaſt wiſe, and wonderfol fair ; the Gent!@ vp) 


would have gone on pilgrimage to Rome, 1 
s Wife at home, becauſe that be knew her for 
zand chaſt woman : It hapned on a day as 
into the Town, thar a fair young man was en 
ed on her, & took on him hardineſs, & requir 
love, and promiſed her very many fair gitts 
s good, and had rather die then conſent therer 
fore the young man almoſt died for ſorrow t 
th fellow came an o1d woman, that demande 
m the cauſe of his ſickneſs - And the young m 
prered unto her all the matter, asking help anc 
Wel of her. And the old woman, being wily and 
Icons, ſaid unto him, Re of good courage, and feat 
for I ſhall ſo bring about this fear, that thou ſhi) 
re thy will fulfilled. And after this the old Baus 
mr home to her own houſe, and made a Cat, whicl 
had ar home,ro faſt three daics one after another 
ad afrer that ſhe took (ome bread, with a great quar 
wo fit 


A 


The Fables if Alfonce, 255 


yof muſtard upon it, and gave the ſame unto her 
ſorco eat ; and when the Cart ſmelled ir, ſhe be- 
ſor to weep and cry. And the old woman went 
the houſe of the young woman, bare her little 
mich ber, the which good and young woman re- 
d and welcomed her very honeſtly, becauſe thar 
the Town held her for a godly woman; and as 
were talking rogether,the young woman had pi- 
the Cat which wept, & demanded of the old wa- 
whar the Cat ailed, And the old woman faid ro 
7 Ha, my fair Davghter, renew not my ſorrow : 
laying theſe words, ſhe began ro weep, and ſaid, 
friend, for no good will I ceil thee the caule why 
Cn weepeth : and the young woman ſaid, my 
I mother,[ pray you that you will tel methe cauſe 
eſore your Cat weepeth:& the old Woman ſaid 
ter, my friend, I willy if thou wilt ſwear that thou 
£never rehearſe it ro any body. To the which proe 
the good and true young woman accorded her 
ſuppoſing that it had been all good : and ſaid, [ 
And then the o1d woman ſaid ro her in this 
ner, my friend, the ſame Cat which thou ſeeſt 
tr was my Daughter , which was wonderfully 
; gracious and chaſt , which a:young man loved 
h: and becauſe ſhe refuſed him, he died for love; 
efore the pods having pity 00 him, have tu A, 
FDwwphter ro this Cat. And the young womam 
Fre that her Mother had ſaid truth, faid 
'h's manner alaſs, my fair Mother, I worne 
hall do, for ſuch a caſe may well happen t@ 
inthis Town is a young man w«hick almoſt} 
the love of me. Bar for the love of my Hugh 
whem 7 ought to keep my ſelf chaſt, I ba 
ated to him; nevertheleſs I ſhall do that that 
utcountel me, Ard the 01d woman ſaid to he 
q have pity on him ſo ſoon as thou may itz 
4 tothee as ir did ro my Davghter, The 
Wan then anſwered ro her, and ſaid, If he 
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me any more, I ſhall accord with him ; and it 
require me no more, yet will | proffer my (elf 
him : and to the end I offenq not the Gods 
ſhall accompliſh it as ſoon as 1 may. The 
Woman then took her leave of her, and went 
the young man, and rehearſed ro him a!ltheſe 
dings , witereof his heart was joyful; and ano 
went to the young woman y aud with her fulki 
his defire. 


The Moral, 


Thus we may ſee what evils may be dine by Bey 
wherefore 1 would to God they were all burnt, 
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whe twelfth F able is of # blind man and his Wife, 


were was ſometime a blind man which had 
fair Wife, of whom he was jealous; whereſap 
ther ſo that ſhe mighr po no where, for ever 
ber by rhe hand; In the end ſhe was ename 
young yourh, bus they could not find rhe mE 
alhl che'r will : notwithſtanding the wom 
was ſubtil and ingeniovs, counſel'ed her frie 
be ſhould come re her houſe, ard that he ſhoale 
nto the Garden, and climb up into a tree 7 
ls (he bad him; and having m*de their entre 
te, the woman came again into her houſe, ard (i 
her Hushand, my friend, 1 beſcech you that y 
| to into the Garden for to diſport a while the 
lhe blind man was content and ſaid to his 
\,my friend,f am content, let us go thither 3 
hey were under the Pear-tree,ſhe laid toher Þ 
Loy friend. I pray thee ler me go up into 
and 1 wi'l gather for us both ſome fair Pf 
[my friend , ſaid the blind man , do ſo: 
@ſke was upon the ire, ſhe begun to ſhake? 
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Pear-tree at one fide, and the young man at 
other fide: and when the blind man heard 
Pear tree ſhake thus hard, and the noiſe they m 
he ſaid, Ah ill woman, albeirl ſee thee nor, 
theleſs I feel and underſtand thee, but I he 
beſeech the gods to ſend me my fight again, 
as ſoon as he had made his prayer, Fupiter reſtc 
ro him his fight. When he ſaw thar Pageant 
on the tree, heſaid ro her, Ah unhappy woma 
ſhall never have joy with rhee. And for that 
young woman. was ready in ſpeech, and very 
withal , ſhe replied P ently in this manner, 
friend, thou art beho!ding ro me for thy fight; f 
never ceaſed day "nor night to pray unto the 3 
that they would render unto thee thy ſight: 
fore the COgdets Fexns viſibly ſhewed her ſelf to 
and ſaid, That if T would do ſome pleaſureto 
ſaid young man, ſhe would reſtore to thee thy fig 


and thus 1am the cauſe of it, Then the good 
ſaid ro her, my right dear Wife and good friend 
cry thee mercy, and thank thee grearly; for thou 
done right to me, and I great wrong to thee. 
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thirteenth Eable 1s of the Taylor, the Steward, and 
1 Servants. 


An ought not to do unto others thatl 
he would not have done unto himſelf 
eareth by this preſent Fable, Of a 1 
had a Taylor, which was as good a'Y 
i as any was in thoſe daies ; which Tay 
wy Servants, whereof one was called 
i (urmounted all the other in ſhaping or 
: wherefore the Steward commanded his 
ts; that the (aid Taylor ſhould alwayes 


;þ 


il when they were at his houſe, and ea 
| k of the beſt. lr hapned on a day, us 


vard gave unto them very delicious Wal 

Ich was ſome honey ; and becauſe that”? 

« not there, the Steward (aid unro the ren 
ſhould keep ſome of that meat ſor him,” 
Maſter=Taylor anſwered, He muſt 


if he were here he would nor eat of *t; 
never love honey, And «» they 
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Medius came , and demanded of his fellows , wy 
kept ye no part of rhis meat for me ? Then 
Steward anſwered, becauſe that thy Maſter (ai 
thou never didſt cat ans honey, and therefore 
part of the meat was kept for thee, And Medi 
anſwered him never a word, bur began to thi 
how he might quir his Maſter, Upon a day, 
Medins was alone , the Steward demanded of hi 
if he knew no man that could work fo well as 
Maſter? And Medins ſaid nay,and ih it was gre 
pity of a fickneſs that he had. Then the $ 
demanded, whar fickneſs it was? And Medias 
ſwered, my Lord, when he is'entred into his frenz 
or woedneſs, there cometh upon him a rage, A 
how ſhall I know it}, ſaid the Steward ? Certain 
my Lord , ſaid Medius, when ye ſhall-fee that 
ſhall fic. ar his. work , and that he ſhall look fe 
and chere, and fhati ſmice upon the hoird with 
fiſt, then may ye know that his Gckneſs comer 
on him 3 and then, exceprt ye take him and bi 
him, and alſa beat him well, he ſhall do great hat 
and damage, And the Steward ſaid to him, C 
ot therefore, my friend , for well I ſhall heware 

Im. - And the next morning the Sreward came 

eche: Taylors : And then. Medius , which kr 
kelliche cauſc of his coming , took away (ect 

« Ma : : 

SMatters Shears, and hid them ; and anon 
aerbegan ro look for them , -and ſearched al! 
Here and there, and ſmore with his filt up 
board ; and then the Maſter- Steward bey 

on his manners, and ſuddenly made him 
ten and ho'den by his Servants, and 

thim to be bound well, and beaten, Then 
Maſter-Taylor all abaſhed, and demanded 
my Lord ,. wherefore do you beat me io © 

#$ Whar offence have I done, thar I muſt 
Bd , and thus beaten? And then the Stew: 
him in this manner , Becauſe Medi, tc 


-, 


4a 


The Fables of Altonce, a6t 


; os, char chou arr frantick , and if thou be nor 
cp bound and bearen, thou wouldſt do great harm 
: the Maſter came to his-ſcrvant Mediny, and ri- 
of; ly ſaid unco him, Ha thou bad Boy, full of c. 
8 vords, when ſaweſt thou me mad ? and his Ser- 
_ anſwered him, my Maſter, when didſt 
hy that 1 cat_nohoney ? Therefore I threw to 
; one bone for another, And rhe Maſter Ste ward 
| all his Servants began to laugh, and ſaid, that he 
well done, 


-= 
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Pierefore men ought not to do wnto ot hers other a iſe 
they would fbould be done unto themſelver, 


- 
: 
- 
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re Ends the Fables of Alp 
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Here follow the pleaſant Fables of 
POGE the Florentine. 


The firſt Fable is of 1be fubtiliy of 


Womanto deceive ber Husband. 


"He falſheod of women is marvelious as it 2 
 peareth by this Fable Of a Merchant that v 
iy wedded to a fair young woman, which M 

went over the Sea tro buy and {ell,and for rog 

nrainance whereby to live honeſtly : a1d becau 
ftay'd very long, his Wife ſup-ofed that 

as dead, and therefore ſhe enamoured her ſelf 

man that did uſe her company, and did 

ich good; for he cauſed her honſe to be new buil 
ich had great need of reparation, and much 206 
dhe brought intothe ſame. And a long time aft 

> departing of the ſaid Merchant, h= came 2pm 

houſe, which he ſaw huilded,and ſaw divers dithe 
pans, and ſuch othet huſhold-ſtuff ; wherelc 
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te xked of his Wiſe, how ſhe had found the means ro 

hve repaired (o ſoundy his houſe ? and ſhe anfwer- 
of ed. that it was by the Grace of God And he ſaid, 
tieſled be God for it. And when he was within the 
(hmberhefavw rhe bed yery richly tvercd, th the 
nills wel! hariged, ang demanded of: his. Wife as ſe 
kd done before, and-ſhe anſwered ar before, © For 
which ke thanked God as he had done —_— Ad as 
ke was ler ar di mthere-wa brought before him 
ww his Wife a Cbiltheif three 1cars/old, or there- 
paur, whereof he demandes of higWife, ro ghom 
v4 Child belonged . g2d-the. aid. God of his goods 
4 hath ſent it' me. Then ſaid the Merchant to 
byWife in chis manner 3 I render no thanks ro God 
fr this. for he hath taken too much pain. upon my 
0k, and I will notahat-in'any wiſe he meridle any 
vore th-rewich ; for ſuci things be.oag only ro me, 
id 10! [6 him, 
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The ſecond Fable is of the Woman and the Hypecrire, 


He Generation or Birth of the Hypocrite i 

damnable and evil . as it appearerh by this Fz 

ble which Page rehearſerh unto us, which ſaith, tha 

ime he found himſelf in a good fellowſhip 

re he heard a Fable rehearſed, the tenor wherec 

th; and the ſaid Poge faid , That of all « 

bods of the world the Hypocrices be poſſeſlors 

howbcir that an Hypocrite hath ſome ability te 

HpaTpoor man, yer he harch this commodity in bin 

athe had rather ſee a man lie ac point of ' 

3 ſave his life with an half peny 3 and hispre 

mprion is calied Hypocrific, as ye ſhall hear by 
following, the which ſaith, That ſomenme t 

ftom of all the poor was, that they went befor 
Ws doors without ſaying a word: k hapned att 

We that a poor man, honeſt, and of good life, we! 

i ger his living from one door to another ; and vu} 

n a day, amongother, he went and ſer himſcif ups 

wgreat ſtone before the door of a Widow, - 

"of dc 
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Kidow was accuſtomed ever to give ſome what. And 
when the good women knew that he was at the door, 
ſhe brought to him his portion, as ſhe was accuſtorme 
el; and as ſhe gaveto him the mear, ſhe looked on 
him - and ſeeing him ſo fair and. well made of tody,} 
herhen filled with Carnzt Concupifcence, and hurn- 
nginthe fire of Love, required and inſtantly proy'd} 
his, thar he would'rerurn thirher within three days, 
ind promiled ro him that ſhe would give him a right 
Dinner ; -and* the poor man ſaid unto her chat} 
he wou'd : 'And when he came apair, he fer himſelf} 
tevje the door of the Widows houſe , -#nd the wo. 
9 well _ when = — L can wherefore 
came to the pate, a i e in good man, 
for we ſhall dine rogether : whereto the poor man} 
elented, and enrred into the houſe, and the Widow? 
to him good meat, and good drink. And when} 
had well dined, the ſaid Widow praiſed the? 
good man greatiy 5 and after ſhe kiſſed him , Tequi- | 
nng him that ſhe might haye the of his - 
then rhe poor man , all s knowing | 
thought and will; anſwered thus to her; Certainly 
By pood Miſtreſs\ I dare not ; bar nevertheleſs 
would fain do fr, And the Widow, all inflamed with ;} 
lore, pray'd him more" and more, And when t 
= man ſaw that he might nor excuſe himſelf, he} 
to the Widow in this manner; My friend, fith 
thou defireſt me to do ſo great an evil, Irake God to. 
wy witneſs that chou art the cauſer of it , for ] am 
not conſenting to the deed : But ſaying theſe words, 
he yielded ro her will, 
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* The bid Fable is of the zoung wom hich 
ber busband of defe8. ptr, 


n Tee the # Pheparine" fairh, - That fomerime ther 


T ws i mabmnamed. Nerus Depacis, which of h 
24 E 84. amang the ,Florentines right ſage and wi 

* Make had a fair. Daughter the which he mar 
d.a fair young man, and/'a rich\: and of good pa 

| ks ne which young man , the rexe day aficr 
the wedding did lead ber-mto tus Caſtle 
#.avjthout che, City.of Flnexce; and wit 

ays afrcr, this young ' man br ought his Wile 

rence, voto the houſe of het Father Ne- 

mo made a feaſt, as it was accuſtomed to do all 

» m (ome place, 2 days after the Wedding, 

"new. married Woman was come again tO 

rs houſe, the made not over-go00d chear.but 

looked down to the earth, all ſad and melas- 

> And when her Mother ſaw her Daughter (0 

I, and of mzgurning countenance, ſhe called 

d a Chamber, where no body was bur they two, 

G Ked of her the caule of her [prrgw, ſaying, = 

| ue 


=. 


* 
o, 
not 
Bat 
het 
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table, ſo that all the company there preſent might 
it, Wherefore all the fellowſhip were very joyful 
glad, many of the men wiſhing themſelves thei 
and divers of the women deficing that their hus\ 
had ſuch an inſtrument. And then ſome of the {i 
and Parents of Nerus Daughter went to her, and ( 
that ſhe had: done great wrong to complain of þ 
Husband , for he had wherewith ſhe might be 
;-eoncent, and blamed her great folly, To whom 
anſwered in this manner , ſaying, My friends, v 
blame you-me? I complain not without a cav 
- for our Afs, which is a bruir Beaſt, hath a member 
- greatas mine arm ; and my Husband, which is a m; 
-- his mp is ſcarce _ ſo - Ii : whereſfore t 
- fam young Damſe! thought, that men ſho 
# mntorad pr bo as great, or greater than Aſtes, 
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or 
þ or khpoweth, 
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*:: Therefore it is ſaid, That much lacketh be of ths 


Ss * 


Might 
Oytul 
the )j 
hus\; 
E frie 
and (7 
IN of þ 
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hom 
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_ Fhich he pur inco the ſaid water up to the 
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The fowr16 Þ able is of Hunting and Hawkbing. 


Poee 1 Flrentine reheareth unro vs, Kow Oe 
he was in fellowſtip , where-men ſpoke of the 
luperfine care of them which govern the Dogs an 
Pawks: Whereof a Millanois , named Paulus, ber 
eto lavph, and required of Poge that he mould 
ehearſe ſome Fable of the ſaid Hawk; and for 
love of the fellowſhwp, he (aid in this manner, Some» 
"me there was 2 Phyſitian which was « Millangis5 
this Phyfitian healed Fools of all manrer of folly 
ind in what manner he healed them, I ſhall tell you. 
This Leach had. wichin his houſe a great Garden, 
ind in, the midſt of it was 4 great and deep Py 
which-was full of ſinking warer and within the 
laid Pit the Phyfitian pur the Fools after the quand 
tity of rheir fooliſhneſs, ſome untorhe knees, and 
orners anco the belly, and there he bound rhemn to a 
oft, bur none he pur deeper than-unto the ſtomach, 
doubt of further inconvenience. | It happeneg, 
+ that among others ,one was, brought xo | 
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When he had been the ſpace of fifteen dayes within " ba 
ſaid mater, he beyari to be peaceable, aud had dis wit Ml 
again, And thar he might rake (ome diſpore and wy the. 
ſolation he required his keeper that he might wath tat 
abour the Garden promiſing not to depart thereour, 

The keeper that kept him, unbound him-from the 


ſtake Him, ourof the water. And when he F 

had out of the pit, he wefit hear vn10 7 
 theg den, bur darFnotgo but, leſt he MY * 

ſhou ain, within the ſaid Þir; , Upon 2 Ml **'- 


Ee went unts ,the gate, and as he looked all iN "" 

, he Taw afair young man on here; back, that MY ©" 
Sparhawk-on his fiſt, and had” with him 2 
rSpiniels; whereat the faph was all 


ecable of novelty, he 20 the 
Friend y thee 

arthir' 45 \che ; And 
aid 1 or: th pro- 


mero chaſe, and hear me where | plea'e, Then 
asked of him, What is that thou beareſt 01 ity 
- fiſt, and whereto is ir good? ani the young man 
anſwered him, ic js 4 Sparhawk, which is good to 
take Partridges and Quails. ' Yet again the Foo! de- 
manded of him, my friend; whar are theſe that do 
follow thee, atd wherefore are they good? Then the 
young man anſwered him, They be Dops, and are 
£004 cofearch and find Partridges and Quiils, and 
when thay have raiſed them, my Sparhawk takes 
them, whereof proecedeth unto me great joy 2nd 
pleatyre. 41d the Fool demanded again, What pro- 
fic ſhalt all char they rake-in che whole year bring 
mhee'? And the young 'man faid nnto him Four 0! 
ive crowns, or thereabouts * What; no more, 13'd 
the Fool ? And how much ſhall chey diſpend thee 'N 
a year? And the young man anſwered. Forty 
filty Crowns And when che Fool heard theſe words, 
faid again to the young man O my frierd, | 


thee that ſo02 thou wile depart from oy -. 


* 


, 


Tic Fables of Poge. 271 
for if our Phifttian come, he ſhall put thee into the 
lame pir, becaufe thou art a Fool: ] was pat in up to 
the thighs, bur he will ſurely put thee therein up. to 
the chin 3 for thou «doſt commir the greateſt folty 
that ever Theard ſpoken of. 


4 6s 
+. 


J ” 
ST @: « # 
S. 


2 


.. han Y 


272 


The Fables of Poge, 


The fpfth Fable i, of 


the Tecitationg of ſame Monſter, al 
wuct 


I 2ze of Blarence reci eth, how in his time one 
named Fagb, Prince of the Medices, ſaw 2 Cat 
that had rwo heads, and his leps before and behind 
| were double, as they hid been joyned together. 
Allo above the Marches of haly, within a Meadow, 
was ſometime a Cow, which brought forth a Serpent 
of marvellous greameſs , right hideous and fearfo! ; 
or firſt, he had the head greater chan the head @ 2 | 
Calf; Secondly , he had a neck of the !ength of ln Þ 
Als, and h's body made afier the likenels of 2 Doſh, 
and his rail was wogdrous thick and long, without 
Compariſon, And when the Cow ſaw that ſhe had 
| ſuch 2 Birth, and that wichin her belly ſhe hid 
born fo humble a Beaſt, ſhe was very fearful, and lifts 
ed her ſelf up, and [uppoſed fo have fled away 3 but 
the Serpent with his long rail inlaced her two hin- 
ericgs, and then the Serpers began ro ſuck the 
RO, and ſucked him (0 long till that ke ſoend ſome 


Fd milk, 
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#\k, And ſoon as the Cow could eſcape from him, 
he fied unto the other Kine 3 but incontinent her 
ps, and her hinder legs , and all that the Serpent 
woched, was all black a great time after, And ſoon 
ther the aid Cow made a fair Calf, the which marvel 
#2 avouched to the ſaid Peze, he being at Ferrara.” 
and yet again, ſoon afrec that, there was found.in 
iriver a Monſter. mariner of the Sea, of the form or 
likeneſs as followerh : Firſt, he had from che navel 
vwward the likeneſs of a man; and from the navel 
dewnward , like the form or making of a Fiſh, rhe 
which part was gemine , that is to ſay, donble. Sc. F 
condly, he had a-great head , and he had great horns 
Hour his ears. Alſo he had great paps, and a won». 
lerful great and horrible mouth and his hands reach- 
td into his intrails or bewels, and at both his elbows 
he had wings right bread and great, of fiſhes mails, 
wherewith he {wimmed, and only he had but the 
head our of the water. It happened then, that as 
miny women waſhed cloaths at the ſaid river, that 
this horrible and dreadful Beaſt, for default of meat, 
came (wimming toward the (aid women ; of rhe 
which he rook one by the hand, and ſuppoſed to have. 
drawn her into the water bur ſhe was ſtrong and 
well adviſed and refiſted the ſaid Monſter; and as 
&edefended her ſelf, ſre began to cry with an high 
voice, Help, help 3 whereupon five women ran unto 
| hep, and by hurling of ſtones they ſlew the (aid 
| ſter, Alſo Poe ſaith, that he being at Ferrare, 
* ſaw the ſaid Monſter, and ſaid, that divers young 
( kildren were accuſtomed for to waſh and 'batke 
themſelves in the ſaid river , bur rhey came not all 
home again z wherefore the women waſhed their 
Cloaths no more at the ſaid Port; for the folk ſup» 
poſed that the Monſter killed and devoured the 
young Children which were drowned, 


Alſo, 


——— 
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113.8 
the fixth Fable is of the Parſon, the Dogy "und the 
8rſbop. : 2d 


ONe c:uſerh a!l things 46 he done, unto the hal- 
lowing again of a place which is prophane or in- 
terdi&; 25 ye ſhall kear-by the” preſenr ſabe,” Of a 
Pricft dwelling in the Countrey,which ſomerimetaad 
3 Dog which he loved well; the which Prieſt was 
very rich, This Dog in proceſs of time died, and 
when hc was dead he buried him in the Church yard, 
becauſe of the great love wherewith he loved him. 
I: hapned ſo, that rhe Bifhop knew thereof by the ad- 
vertiſement of ſome other ; where he ſent for the 
ſaid Prieſt, ard ſuppoſed to have of him a great ſem 
of gold, or elſc he wou'd make him to be ſeverely 
puniſhed: and he wrote a letter to the ſaid Prieſt, of 
which the tenor contained only, That he ſhould come 
and ſpeak with him; Ard when the Prie't had cone 
the letter he vnderftood well all rhecauſe, and th 
in himſelf, chit he wou)d have of him Jour 
he knew well cnovrh the conditie | 
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orth with he rook his Breviar, and an hundred crewn; 
with him, and went for to (peak with his Prelae; 
and when he cane before him , the Prelare began to 
ſhew him the enormity of his miſdeed : and the 
Prieſt anſwered, Right Reverend Father, if ye knew 
the Soveraign Providence wherewith the faid 
was filled, ye would notmarvel if ke haih-well dc 
ſcrved tobe buried honeſtly and worſhi "g 
men : he way fiiſed with humane wit, a5 weltinhs 
life, as in the Afticle of his death” And thenthe 
Piſhop ſaid, How may that be ?* Rehearſe to methen 
the whole manner of his life Then che Pricfi faid, 
Certainly , Right Reverend Father , you ought right 
well re know, when he was at the aun dearh 
nt 3 and che Dog, knowing your 
[Jamenc | and he Dog img pr 
;, the: which #f bripg p64 arg you. 
op, for love of the money , foiled thc 
Prieſt, and alſo allowed the ſame Sepulrure, 


The ſe 
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» 1 Therefore Silver canſeth all things to be granted + 
dear. | 
Iv 


#nw © 
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The ſeventh F able is of the Fox, the Cocky and the Dogs. 


-y 


A* the reward of them that mock others, is to 
be mocked themſelves ; as appearech by rhis 
preſent Fable, Of a Cock, which ſometime ſaw. a 
Fox come toward him fore hungry ; which Cock ſup+ 
poſed that he came roward him but to cat ſome of 
his Hens,for which cauſe the Cock made all his Hens 
tofly upon atree, And th: Fox began to cry toward 
the Cock, Good ridings, good tidings; and after he 
falured the Cock right peverently, and demanded of 
him thus O Goſlip, what doft rhou here ſo high, ar 
the Hens with thee ? haſt thou nor heard the 
tidings, worthy and profitable for us? and 
Cock full of mallice, anſwered hi 
Goſſip, bur 1 pray thee tell chem uy 
the Fox ro the C 0c, cer Goffip,th 
that ever ye heard, for JE ar 
mune among all beaſts withourany w 
and they ſhall do w you both pleaſu 
them poſbble:for thus it is concluc 


- 


.- 
, 
. 
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by the great * ounſe] of Heaſts, that none he ſo hard 
fo vex Or ict inary wile another,be it never (o little 
Beaſt; for the which good ridings | Aray thee thi 
| thou wilt come down, to the end that we may fling 
Deum land amut fot joy. Butthe Cock knowing wel 
the falſenEls of the box, replycd inthis manner, Cer 
tainly my brother & good friend, chou haſt brought u 
to me right good cidings, whereof more than an hun 
dred times | thank thee : and ſaying theſe words, i 
Cock lift up his neck and lookt far from him; 
the Fox {:id, What Goſſip whereabout lookeſt thon: 
And the Cock'faid, Certainly my Brother, 1 ſee acc 
ple of Dogs coming hither with open mouth, whi 
as ſuppoſe, come for to bring us the ridings thot 
' told as. And then the Fox ſhook for feare 

| nd ſaidto the Cock, God be with you my irie 

ir is time that 1 depart hence before the Dogs come 
faying theſe words, he ran away as faft a 

he ; and chen the Cock cried after him, ſaying 
Goſſip, why runneſt thou thus ? If the peace be 


i'the' Fox, 1 Joubr that theſe two Dogs hare not 
heard of the'Decree of rhe Peace. 


by The. Noral. 


| corded: thou ovoh It ro doubt nothing. Ha Golf 


1" Thus when & beguiler it beguiled, be recetve1hibe 
"ſala! y or payment which he ought ro have © whe! fuck 
every man beep himſelf there Fram, 
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hl 10 £27 h fable is of tw0 Women ant a Curtiſan. 
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Nous ral arrferh that there were rwo Women in 


Rome, which he knew, of divers age and form, 
ich came to the Curtiſan for to ger ſomewhar for © 
cr bodies, whom he received; and ir hapned chat - 
knew the faireſt of them both twice, and che £ 
e, and ſo departed: Afterward, when they h 
part, he gave to them & piece of cloth, x 
o2w much each of them ſhou'd have for of 
id in parting of the clot}, there i 
Women a ſtrife, hecauſe one of ut 
res afrer the exigerce of her 
wt, eich of thein ſhewing « cal 
vying that ſhe had ſuffered him " 
ure, and the ocher pretended rthartli 
(Yin ker w $no defaulr; and 1of no by 
to fplving. And their Husbap 
cauſe of their Airife, each of the 
cauſe ; from the fighring of ( 
thetr Hushands, With Laffers 2 


he 
le 


"RS 
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Jong that men ran between them ; and her ; 
cuſtom of Rome , both the Hushands were hre 
ro priſon, bearing enmiry each to other , and r 
now wherefore, The ſaid Cloth was put in 
the ” 
it was ſecretly argued among the Whwtf You 
would be parted: and'they demanded of the [ 
ors what was the law of ir. 

He faich alſo, Thata Merchant of Flaence boug 
an Horſe of a man, and made his conſent with: 
Seller for twenty five Ducats for to pay ch 
hand fifteen Ducats , and for the reſt he would | 
come his r.; and the Seller was content, a 

ered the Horſe, and received fifte 
Ducars; and a while after the Seller demanded 


the Buyer the refidue , and he denicd the paymer 
and bad Hold his Covenant; For, ſaid the Buye 


we accorded that I ſhould be thy Debter; andi 


fhould ſarisfic and pay, he ſhould no more be t 
'Debrer, 


be aint 
man, 


E 
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ie ninth Fable is of the Genoas azd « French- 
man, 


TE telleth us alſo, that there was a Carrike of 
Genea hired into France, for te on ake War a- 
| the Engliſh men ; the which Carrike a Gentle- 
of my _ _ and ſaid, - would 
on him that bare his Arms : whereupa 
Miabrrcaics , inſomuch that the French thin 
| che Genoas to Battle 3 the Genoas accepred 
provocation , and came atthe day affigned into 
Field, wichout any array or habiliments of wat, 
the French. man came well inted into the 
And then the Patron of the Carrtike ſaid, 
fore is it that we two ſhould fight this day, 
make battle * Becauſe, ſaid the other, thar 
e Arms be mine , and belonged to me before 
hadſt chew, Then the Gencas aid, It is ne 
d to make any battle therefore; for the Arms 
Ibear is not the Head of an Oxe, but it is the 
ad of a Cow ; which thing ſo ſpoken , the Noble 
man was abaſhed, and ſo departed half 
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The tenth F able isof a Phyſitian, and 4p ma 
bigs +3. 


Lio he faich, That there was a Phyſitian dw 
ling ina Ciry, which was a cunning man, 
that Science ; and had a Servant, a young man, t 
made Pills, af er a certain form that he had ſhew 
unro him : and when this young man had dwel! 
long with him, and could perfe&ly make the 7"). 
he departed from his Maſter, 4nd went into a (tran 
Country where he was not known ; Jerting them 
derſtapd that he was a cunning Phyfirian, and co 
give Medicines for all kind of Diſeaſes, and mniftr 
always his tills ro every mn that came to him # 
remedy, Ir hapned fo, rar a poor man of thzt p 
where he wzs,came to him, and cor p'1ined, how 
had loft his Aſs and pray'd him (© give h1ma 
decine to find his Aſs again ; a4 he gave untolv 
the Pills, and bad him to reccive and take them, a 
herſhould find his Aſs. And the poor man 4id (o, 1 
atrer went int, the fields ard paſtures to look after 
Als; and in fo doing, the Pills wrought fo in 
belly, that he muſt needs go purge him ; and 


Y 
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The eleventh Fable is of the Widower, and the Wide 


{ "FT Here was in a certain Town a Widower that 
wooed a Widow, to have her to kis Wife, and 

at che laſt they were agreed, and (ure together, And 
when a woman, being Servant with the (aid 
Widow, hicard thereof. ſhe came to her Miſtreſs, anc 
ſaid to her, Alas Miſtreſs / what have you done: 
Why ? faid the Miſtreſs. I have heard ſay , faidt 

Maid, thathe is a perillous man; for he laid fo oft 
with, and knew ſo much his other wife, that ſhe diec 
thereof; and I amforry thereof, that you fhould fal 
into the like caſe. To whom the Widow anſwered 
and ſaid, Certainly Idefire to die, for here is norhing 
but ſorrow and care in this world, 
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This was & courteous excuſe of the Widow, 
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